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DR. WAAC WATTS. 



Befwend and dev Sir, 

WrrU tbe miifca&QlioiMrteGinithiide and 
Hetpeot; I )wp^ Lenn to praaedt to You 
t Book, idikh OIK* Its £iiit«BC9 to yonr Re- 
qaeiKt its Copioiiibeii to^yonr PbUy and nnch 
«iliPen|pwiiiQr:to.TOar B«ffiow9.apid=to tbe 
.Um I nado oTfoAr Ranlaikian thk Pari of 
i^ wbieh yoiir Heillii and Ldmie would per- 
fak yoa to examine* t address it to You, not 
to beff your Patronsl^ito il, for of that I am 
afaoady well-assored ; uulmuch less from any 
Ambition of attempting your Character, for 
vhich, if I were more equal to the Subject, I 
tbould think this a ?eiy improper Place : But 
dueflv from a secret Delight, whidi I find in 
thoTnought of being known to Uiose whom 
ttis may reach, as one whom You have ho- 
soured, not oidy with your Friendship, but 
with so much of your Esteem and Approbation 
too, as must substantially appear in your com- 
.nittiog a Work to me, which you had your- 
lelf projected as one of the most considerable 
Semoes of your Life. 
I hare low thought the Lore of Po^>A^x 
j^^ttte a 3leaaae88, which a Philoaopby fat 
fj^rto Out ofmtr Divine Matter might V\av< 
m^»9 to conquer. But to be esteemed Ad 
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ii Dedication. 

eminently Great and Good Men, to whom we 
are intimUely known, appears to me, not only 
one of tlie most solid Alleatalions or some real 
Worlii, but, next to the Approbation of Gop 
and OUT own Consciences, one of its most valu- 
nble Rewards. It will, I doubt noi, be Tound 
so in that World, to which Spirits like yours 
are tending, and for which, through Divine 
Gr.icc, You have obtained so uncommon aDe- 
pree of Ripeness. And permit me. Sir, while 



long subsisted between us, shall a 

full Maturity and Endearment there, itw 

"' ' julual I)eiiaht. u ' ■ ■• ■ 




Dedication. iii 

ConsciousDess of intending great Be- 
ne World, but the Satisfaction of having 
it, and of seeing such an Harvest al- 
iringing up, 1 hope, as an P^mest of a 
ore copious Increase from thence. With 
Jes more I bless God that You are not, 
>ening of so afflicted and yet so iabo- 
Day, rendered entirely incapable of 
be Public from the Press, and from the 

and that amidst the Pain which your 
pirit feels, when these pleasin); Services 
ig Interruptions from Bodily Weakness, 
i€ so singularly refreshed by reflecting 
sphere of extensive Usefulness in which, 

Writings, You continually move, 
gratulate you, dear Sir, that while You 

Multitude of Families and Schoois of 
;r Class, condescending to the humble 
ortant Work of forming Infant Minds 
"St Rudiments of Religious Knowledge 
out Impressions by your various Ca/e- 
nd Divine Son^H^ You are also daily 

lectures of Lof^ic, and other useful 
?s of Philosophi/, to studious Youth : 
s, not only in our private Methods of 
on, but in the most public and cele- 
Jtats of Learning ; nor merely in Scot- 
id in our American Colonies, (where, 
me peculiar Considerations, it might 
tiirally be expected) but, through the 

Candour of some excellent Men and 
ished Tutors, in our English Universi- 
I congratulate you that You are 
;, no doubr. Hundreds of Ministers ^^\A 
c/s of private C/iristians, by your Ser- 
1 Oilier TAeo/ogical Writings ; sohap- 
Jated to diffuse through their Mmds 



iv Dedication. 

that Light of Knowledge, and throug 
Hearts ihat Fenour of Piety which G 
been pleased to enkindle in your own 
above all, I congratulate you, that by y 
frerfP(ie(73/,especially byyourPio/i«i,ai 
Hi/mtu, You are leading the Worship, 
trusIalsoanimatingiheDeTotion ofMyr 
our public Assemblies every Sabbath, 
tbeirFarailiesorClowueTeryDay. Tl 
at least so <ar as it relates to the Serui'c 
Stiactuary, is en unparalleled Favour bj 
Cod hath been pleased to distinguish 
may boldly say it, beyond any of his S 
now upon Eirth. Well may it be este 
Ei/uivtilcnl, anil indeed mud 
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when God shall call you to that Salvation^ for 
! which year Faith and Patience have so long 
t been waitings He will shed around you tiie 

choicest Beams of his Favour, and gladden your 
r . Heart with Consolations, like those which You 
[ have been the happy Instrument of administer- 
y. ing to others. 

DJ In the mean Time, Sir, be assured that I 
:, aro not a little animated in the various Labourt 
!< to which Providence has called me, by reflect- 
h ing that I have tuch a Contemporary^ and es- 
I pecially tuch a Friend ; whose single Presence 
ti would be to me as that of a Cloud of Witnesses 
6 here below, to awaken my Alacrity in the Race 
ne that is ut before me. And I am persuaded, 
:• that while I say this, I speak the Sentiment of 
5. many of my Brethren, even of various Deno- 
vi minations : A consideration which I hope will 
bt do something towards reconciling a Heart so 

generous as yours to the Delay of that exceeding 
a- and eternal Weight of Glory , which is now so 
R" nearly approaching. Yes, my honoured Friend, 
\i You will, I hope, cheerfully endure a little lon- 
'} ger Continuance in Life amidst all its Infirmi- 
I'' ties; from an Assurance that while God is 
r'- pleased to maintain the Exercise of your Rea- 
- son, it is hardly possible that You should live 
li m vain, to the World, or yourself. Every Day, 
1^ and every Trial is brightening your Crown, and 
f. rendering you still more meet for an Inheri- 
> tance among the Saints in Light. Every Word 
^ ^ that You drop from the Pulpit has now, surely, 
i' ' its peculiar Weight : The Eyes of mauv siTe o\ 
^ their ascending Prophet^ eagerly intent iWl \.V\^ 
t- may catch, if not his Mantle, at least some I 
vine Sentence from his Lips, which inay \< 
^uide Uieir Ways, and warm their HearU. 1 

b 



try, watering the Church, am 
World. Long may they cont 
these great Ends ! And permit 
elude with expressinsf my cheer 
that in those best Moments You 
ticularly mindful of one, who so I 
so greatly needs, and so warm 
Remembrance as, Reverend and 
most Affectionate Brother, and * 
ble Servant, 

P.I 

Northampton, 
Dec. 13, 1745. 







PREFACE. 

THE several Hints giveD in the Dedkatio: 
and the First Chapter of this Treatis 
which contains a particular Plan of the Desig. 
lender it unnecessary to introduce it \nth a lor 
Preface. Some of my Readers may perha] 
remember that several Years ago I promis< 
this Work to the Public in the Prtface to tl 
Second Edition of my Sermons on the PoWi 
and Grace of Christy S^c, My much honoun 
Friend Dr. Watts had laid the Scheme, esp 
cially of the former Part : But as those Indi 
positions, with which (to the unspeakable Gri 
of the Churches,) God has been pleased 
exercise him, had forbid his Hopes of beii 
able to add this to his many Labours of Lo'> 
to immortal Souls, he was pleased in a ve: 
affectionate and importunate Manner to urj 
me to undertake it. And I bless God with n 
whole Heart, not only that He hath carried n 
through this delightful Task, (for such indec 
I have found it) but also that He hath span 
i that worthy and amiable Person to see it a< 
complished, and given him Strength and Spii 
to review so considerable a Part of it. H 
Approbation, expressed in stronger Terms thi 
Modesty will permit me to repeat, encourage 
me to hope that it is executed in such a Mai 
ner as may, by the Divine Blessing, reivdex 
of some general Service, ^And 1 \\\e t^\! 
expect it will he so, as it now comes K\ii 
into the World, not only with my own Pt( 
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and Ait, but also with ihoteofnninyolAcrPurut 
i'ricnds, which 1 have been pailiculatly careful 
10 engage for its Success. 

Into whaterer Hands this Work may come, 

I must desire that, before any pass their Judg- 
ment upon it, they nould please to read it 
through ; that they may discern the CoimectioD 
between one Part of it and another. Which I 
the miher request, because I have long ob- 
serred thai Cliruliant of different Fartit* have 
been eagerty laying Hold on particular Portt 
of ihe S\)slaa ofDiviite Trulht, and have been 
contending about them, as if eurAhad been all; 
or as if tile Separaliori of iha Members from 




Preface. ix 

' Influeiice in Propoition to the Degree in wbicli 
1 tbe.Eneigy of CkrMan Frinci^ is felt U 
uuteand iransfbrm the Uewttof tfaoae by whon 
'» Aar are profimed. 

' I take thiB opportiipity of addioff, that as 
'^ Ak IVeoliK may oalooked upon as the Sequel 
^ of BTf jSsnmNw on R^gemraiiom^ though ic 
^ MMMthing of a difleieDt Method, I have taker 
^ Care(inCmnpUaDoew]ththenM)uestofmaoj 
'^ of my Friends) that thatt Sermont inav be short 
'' If poblished in the same Foitn and Size witi: 
'" oisBook. I ha?e been: solicitous to make then 
^> both as cheap as possible^ that I may fall ir 
™ with the charitable Designs of those vrho ma^ 
^ mupose to ghre them afray. But if any of ro^ 
^' ' Baaden denre to have ihu Treatue in a largei 
^^ Character and fairer Form, they may command 
^ tti Octavo Edithn of it as soon as such a N um- 
^ ber is bespoke as it will render it safe for m) 
^ Printer to undertake it. 
'^ I have studied the greatest Plainness oj 
^' ' Spuch^ that the lowest of my Readers may, i 
^ possible, be able to understand every Word 
^ aod I hope Persons of a more elegant Taste 
^ and refined Education will mrdon what ap- 
'^ peered to me so necessary a Piece of Charity, 
^ ' Such a Care in Practical Writing seems one 
'; important Instance of that honouring all Men 
^ which our amiable and condescending Rel igior 
'• teaches ns: And I have been particular!} 
'H I obliged to my xoorihy Patron for what he hatl 
^ done to shorten some of the Sentences, and tc 
'^ pot my Meaning into plainer and more familial 
^ Words. Yet 1 dare say the World will noi 
" ; suspectitof having contracted any I mproprieb 
^ or Inelegance of Language by passing vhtow^ 
>< . ihe Hands of Dr. Watts. 
'' b2 
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I must add oneReoiBTk here, which I heartil 
wish 1 had not omiiied in the first Edition, vi; 
Thai though I do in this Book consider m 
ILe^der as successively in a great Variety • 
supposed Circiimsianceg, beginning with thoi 
of a thoughtless Sinner, and leading him throug 
several Stages of Conviction, Terror, &c. ! 
what may be previous to his sincerely acceplir 
tlieGospl, and devoting himself to the Servic 
ofGod ; yet I would by no Means be ihougl 
to insinuate, that every one, who is brought i 
tliEit happy Resolution, arrives at it Ihroug 
those particular Steps, or feels Agitations i 
Mind tqual in Degree to those I have describe! 
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ents on this Head so fully in the Eichth of my 

snnons on Regeneration^ that I think none 

ho has read, and remembers the general Con- 

nts of it, can be in Danger of mistaking my 

leaning here. Bat as it is very possible, this 

ook may fell into the Hands or many, who 

ive not read the other, and have no Oppor- 

inity of consulting it, I thought it proper to 

sert this Caution in the Preface to this ; and 

am much obliged to that worthy and excel- 

nt Person, who kindly reminded me of the 

xpediency of doing it. 

1 conclude with desiring my Friends to for- 

fe the necessary Interruption which this Work 

IS given to the Third Volume of my Familt/ 

\xpositar, which I am now sending to the 

ress as fast as I can, and hope to publish in 

ss than a Year. To this Volume 1 have re- 

rred several additional Notes, and the In- 

\x€s, which are necessary to render the former 

olumes complete; having determined to add 

)thing to the Second Edition which should de- 

*eciate the former. I do not think it neces- 

ry to trouble my Friends with a new Sub- 

ription ; taking it for granted that few, who 

ere pleased with the other Part of the Work, 

ill fail of Perfecting the Set on the Historical 

ookt on the Neto Testament, When my Ex- 

Mition on the Epistolary Part maybe com- 

eted, God only knows. I will proceed in it 

i fast as the other Duties of my Station will 

irmit ; and I earnestly beg, that if my Rea- 

;rs find Edification and Advantage b^ ?ltv^ ol 

y Writings, they would in Relum oi?ei ^ 

iyer for me, that God may carry rcie ot\ Vcv 

• most Important Labour of m\ Pen wwdtv 

remarkable Tokens of His Gmdance «lxv^ 
ifjg. 



The POSTSCRIPT. 

IF there be any of mj Readaa who imagiM 
or Buapect that ihei« are too many £nnaf 
f Droit o/" Prayer repmecitad here, I derin 
they would contider but these Two Tbinjtit i 
1. That there ia DO PIst* in &r^liirv when 
Expreu Fount of Prayer are reprored or di»- 
couraged. Thei^n-ipluiehasgiTenmabundaot 
Examplet of them in the Ptalna of I>in>Mf,whieh 
may properly be ased upon ihe like Occeaion*; 
and there isihisdirect Encouragement in Hetea 
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The RISE and PROGRESS of 

RELIGION in the SOUL. 



\ CHAPTER I. 

I The iDtroduction to the Work, with 
some general Account of 
its Design. 

1$. 1, 2. That true Religion U very rare, appears 
from comparing the Nature of it with tlie Lives 
! and Characters of Men arrjund us. 

3. The Want of it, Matter of just Lamentation. 
I 4. To remedy this Evil, the Design of the ensuiuf:; 

Treatise: 
\ 6, 6. To which, therefore, the Author earnestly be- 

speaks the Attention of the Reader, as his own 
t Heart is deeply interested in it. 
7—12. A General Plan of the Work: By which it 

appears, that the Fifteen first Chapters relate 
I chiefly to the Rise of Religion, and the remaining 

Chapters to its Progress, 
I 77k« Chapter concludes with a Prayer for the Sue- 

cess of the Work. 

§. 1. W/ HEN we look round about us with 
▼ T an attentive Eye, and consider tlie 
Characters and Pursuits of Men, we ^V^vcvV^ 
see, tbs^ though, in the original Cot\«VA\A3LV\c^xv 
of their Natures, they only^ of all the CxeTiVxiT^'s 
that dwell OB the Face of the Earth, be cupab^ 

B 



4 The Author's Detit/n, Ch. i. 

compared with thU; the Absence of reoj Jtc- 
ligion, and that Contnriety to it which reigiu 
in so many Thousands of ManLind, let thii 
be cured, and all the other Evils will easily be 
borne; nay. Good will be extracted out of 
them; But if tAii continue, it b-m^tA/orti 
Fruit unto Deatk;^ and in consequence of it. 
Multitudes, who share the Entertainmenti (rf 
an indulgent Providence with us, and an at 
least allied to us by the Bond of the laine 
common Nature, inu«t in a lew Years be swept 
away into utter Datruction, and be plunged 
beyond Redemption into everiatting Bwn- 
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of Speech, that he may, if possible, descend to 
the Capacity of the lowest Part of Mankind. 
For this, be would endeavour to convince the 
Judgment, and to reach the Heart of every 
Reader : And, in a Word, for this, without any 
Dread of the Name of an Enthiuiast, whoever 
nay at random throw it out upon the Occa- 
sion, he would, as it were, enter with you into 
your CUuetf from Day to Day ; and, mih all 
Plainness and Freedom, as well as Seriousness, 
would discourse to you of the great Things 
which he has learnt from the Christian Reve- 
ktion, and on which he assuredly knows your 
everlasting Happiness to depend : That if you 
hidierto have hved without Keligiony you may 
be now awakened to the Consideration of it, 
and may be instructed in its Nature and Im- 

Sirtance ; or that if you are already, through 
ivine Grace, experimentally acquainted with 
it, you may be assisted to make a greater Pro- 
gress. 

§. 5. But he earnestly entreats this Favour 
of you, that, as it is plainly a terioui Business 
we are entering upon, you would be pleased 
to give him a serious and an attentive Hear- 
ing, He entreats, that these Addresses, and 
these Meditations, may be perused at Leisure, 
and be thought over in Retirement ; and that 
you would do him and yourself the Justice, to 
believe the Representations which are here 
made, and the VVamings which are here given, 
to proceed fix>m Sincerity and Love; from a 
Heart which would not designedly gWe oxv^ 
Momeot'5 unnecessary Pain to ibe TXieai\es; 
Creature on the Face of the Earth, and mw^: 
Mss to any Human Mind. If he be impoTl 



6 The Hapj^neti of Ch. i . 

nate, it is because he U least imagiiMa ihu 
lliere is just Ueaaon for it; and fears, hst 
amidst the Multitudes nho are undone by ibe 
u tier Neglect of Religion, and among those wbo 
are greally damaged for Want of a more rcn- 
lute and constant Attendance to it, this may 
be the Case of some into nhose Hands ihi) 
Treatise may fall. 

i. 6. He is a Barbarian, and deserves not 
to be called a Man, who can look on the Sof- 
rowa of his Fellow-Creatures without drawmg 
I'ut his S<iul unto them, and wUhing, at leaH. 
that it weie in the Fon-er of his Hand to help 
them. Surely Earth would be a Heaven (odmt 




succeeding in Religion. 7 

their Fellow-Creatures* Death hath long 
ce veiled the Eyes^ and stopped the Ears of 
ne, who were the Subjects of miraculous 
uiUngy and reooTered its Empire over those 
to were once recalled from the Grave. But 
! Souls who are prevailed upon to receive 
I Gospel^ live for ever, God has owned the 
hours of his raithful Ministers in every Age, 
produce these blessed Effects ; and some of 
m being dead, yet speak* with Power and 
ooess in this important Cause. Wonder not 
91, if, living and dying, I be ambitious of 
8 Honour ; and 'Hmy Mouth be freely opened^ 
lere I can truly say, My heart is enlarged,* 
\, 7. In forming my general Plan, I have 
m solicitous that this little Treatise might, 
possible, be useful to all its Readers, and 
atain something suitable to each. 1 will 
irefore take the Man, and the Christian, 
a great Variety of Circumstances, I will 
it suppose myself addressing to one of the 
St Number of thoughtless Creatures, who 
ve hitlierto been utterly unconcerned about 
digion ; and m\\ try what can be done, by 
Plainness and Earnestness of Address, o 
*aken him from this fatal Lethargy, to a Care, 
Ihap, 2.) an affectionate and an immediate 
ire about it. ( Chap, 3.) I will labour to fix 
deep and awful Conviction of' Guilt upon 
s Conscience, {Chap, 4.) and to strip him of 
s vain Excuses and his flattering Hop>es. 
Ihap, 5.) I will read to him. Oh ! that I 
uld fix on his Heart, that Sentence ^ \.V\^\. 
eadfuJ Sentence, which a Righteous and ^iv 

' JJeb, xL 4, 3 2 Cor. vi. \\. 



8 General Plan of the Work. Ch. i. 

Almighty God hath denounced agajiuthira u 
a Sinner; (Chop, 6.) and H>de«vour to abew 
him in how he^eu a State be lies under tbii 
Condemnation, u to any Capaci^ he hai of 
deliiering himielf. (Chap. 7.) But I do not 
mean lo leave any in so terrible a Situation: 
I will joyfully proclaim the glad Tidingt o/" : 
Pardon and Salvatiim h/ Chritt Jena our hard, I 
which is all the Support and Confidence of 
my own Soul : {Chap. 8.) And then I ifiQ 
give some general View of tht Way by whicb 
Mil Salvation is to be obtained ; (Chap. 9.) 
'"'S'"S ^^ Sinner to accept of if, as affection' 
itely 39 I can; (Chap. 10.) though nolhinr 




General Plan of the Work. 9 

hour to he, {Chap, 14.) This will naturally 
•d to a View of the Need we have of the In- 
Mences of the Blessed Spirit, to assist us in 
le important and difficult Work of the true 
)hristum ; and of the Encouragement we have 
)Aope for these Divine Assistances. (Chap, 15.) 
a an humble Dependance on which, f shall 
len enter on the Consideration of several Cases 
iiich often occur in the Christian Life, in 
rhich particular Addresses to the Conscience 
my be requisite and useful. 

§. 9. As some peculiar Difficulties and Dis- 
ouragements attend the first Entrance on a 
Leligious Course, it will here be our first Care 
I animate the young Convert against them. 
Chap, 16.) And, that it may be done more 
Sectually, I shall urge a solemn Dedication 
f himself to God; {Chap. 17.) to be con- 
rmed by entering into the full Communion 
f the Church by an Approach to the sacred 
'^able. {Chap. 18.) That these Engagements 
lay be more happily fulfilled, we shall en- 
eavour to draw a more particular Plan of 
lat devout, regular, and accurate Course, 
thick ought daily to be attended to: {Chap. 
9.) And because the Idea will probably 
ise so much higher, than what is the general 
Practice, even of Good Men, we shall endea- 
our to persuade the Reader to make the At- 
mpt, hard as it may seem ; {Chap, 20.) and 
ball caution him against various Temptations, 
rhich might otherwise draw him aside to Neg- 
igence and Sin. {Chap, 21.) 

§. 10. Happy wiJJ it be for the B;e^ei/\^ 
hete Exhortations and Cautioxis be aXXexvd^ 

m'th becoming Regard ; bwi SkS it \a, ^^w^- 

B 3 



10 General Plan of the Work. Ch. i. 

loo probable, ihat DotwithatandiD^ all, the Iiw 
tirmities of Nuure will sometimea prevail, we 
shull consider the Case of Deadaeu and La^ 
guar in Iteligum, which oftea sleali upon a 
by insensible Degrees^ (Chap. 22.) lion 
whence there is too easy a Passige to that ter* 
ribleone of a Return into ktunimanddtliberaU 
Sill. (Chap. 23.) And as Ihe one oi the other 
of these tends, in a proportionBble Degtee, to 
jirowhe the Blessed Goo to hide hit Face, and 
Ills injured Spirit to mthdravi, that melaii- 
cboly Condition will be taken into a particular 
Suncy. (Chap. 24.) I shall then take Notkt 
iiho of tim Caae of great and heav!/ ' ''' 
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veil become his Character^ and will have 
appj airEfficacj on brightening his Crown. 
ap^28.) Supposing him to act acoordingly, 
ttall then labour to illnslnte and assist tie 
^igkij with which he maj look /brward to 
■wfhl Solemnities of Da^ and Judgment: 
tp. 39.^ And shall dose the Scene by 
mpanying him, as it were, to the nearest 
ifines of that dark Valleyj through which 
I to pass to Glory ; giving him sudi Dtrer- 
tf as may seon most subservient to his 
During God, and adorning Religion, by his 
ig BdiaTiour. {Chop, 30.) Nor am I 
lout a pleasing Hope, tha^ through the 
ine Blessing and Grace, I may be in some 
Ances so successful as to leave those tri- 
cking in the Views of Death and Judgment, 
glorifying God by a truly Chrittian Life 
Death, whom I found trembling in the 
prehensions of future Misery; or, perhaps, 
, much more dangerous and miserable Cir- 
istance than that ; I mean, entirely forget- 
the Prospect, and sunk into the most stupid 
6iui6«/tfy of those Things, for an Attendance 
rhich the Human Mind was formed, and in 
nparison of which all the Pursuits of this 
isitory Life are emptier than Windf and 
ter than a Feather, 

. 12. Such a Variety of Heads must, to be 
iy be handled but briefly^ as we intend to 
Ig them within the Bulk of a moderate 
ume. I shall not, therefore, discuss them, 
i Preacher might properly do m Sermons, 
rhich the Truths of Religion areprofeased\^ 
e explained and taught, defeixted and uti- 
a* m a wide Variety, and long Detai\ oi 



la A Prayer for the Ch. i. 

Proposl lions, ArgumeaU, Objections, Replin, 
and Inferences, raarshslled nod nnmbered 
under their distinct Generals. I shall here 
speak in a. looser and freer Manner, as a Friend 
to a Friend ; just as I would do, if I were to 
be in Person admitted to a private Audience^ 
by one whom I tenderly loved, and nbow 
Circumstance and Character 1 knew to be like 
that, which the Title of one Chapter or aaotha 
of this Treatise describes. And when I bsvc 
discoursed with him a little while, which vrill 
seldom be so long as Half an Hour; I shall, 
as it were, step aside, and leave himtoiuei^tiift 
on ivhat he has heard, or endeavour to assist 




Success of this Work, 13 

Maker?* I lament that Degeneracy spread 
yrer the whole Human Race, which has 
WTied our Glory into Shame, ^ and has 
soldered the Forgetfulness of GOD (unna- 
nral as it is,) so common, and so univertal 
I Disease. Holy Father, we know it is Thy 
Presence, and Thy Teaching alone, that can 
edaim thy wandering Children ; can impress 
I Sense of Dhine Things on the Heart, and 
render that Sense lasting and effectual. 
Prom Thee proceed all good Purposes and 
Desires; and this Desire above all, of diffu- 
ling Wisdom, Piety, and Happiness in this 
iVorldy which (though sunk m such deep 
ipostacy,) Thine infinite Mercy as not ut- 
eri? forsaken. 

• THOU knouxst, O Lord, the Hearts of the 
Children of Men;'' and an upright Soul, in 
he midst of all the Censures and Suspicions 
t may meet with, rejoices in Thine intimate 
^owledge of its most secret Sentiments and 
Principles of Action. Thou knowest the 
Sincerity and Fervency, with which Tliine 
mworthy Servant desires to spread the 
Knowledge of Thy Name, and the Savour 
)f Thy Gospel, among all to whom this 
^ork may reach. Thou knowest, that hadst 
Fhou given him an Abundance of this World, 
t would have been, in his Esteem, the noblest 
Pleasure that Abundance could have afforded, 
:o have been Thine Almoner, in distributing 
Fhy Hounties to the Indigent and Necessit- 
ous, and so causing the sorrowful Heojl \r> 

-» Job xxxr, 10, 6 Hoa^ ^v , T . 

' 2 Chron. vL 30. 



U A Prayer/or the Ch. 

* rgoice m Tliy Goodaeu, dispensed throu 
' bi9 Hands. Iliou knoweit, that hadst Tb 
■given him, eitherJifOrdiDarv or extroonliDi 
' Method), the Giftt of Bealiag, it wn 
' have be«i his duly Del^t, to relieve I 
' Pains, the Maladies, and the Infirmitiea 
' Men'i Bodie* ; to have seen the languith 
' CounfenonM, brightened byTeturniog Hea 
' and Cbeerfiilnes) ; and much more, to ht 
' beheld the roving diitnrled Mind, rediH 
' to Calmness and Serenit;, in the Eiercise 
' its rational Faculties. Yet happier, fu ht 
' pier will he think liimself, in those hum 
' Circamilimces, io which Thy Providence h: 
i.ifThDuvonchsBfe to honour t 




1. 1. Success of this Work, 15 

*ugi 'GoD^ as a culpable Ambition, if I desire, 

'iioi 'Ait whatever becomes of myNamey about 

lam 'which I woidd not lose one Thought before 

iulJl'lliee, thai Worky to which I am now apply- 

thel '■; myself in thy Strength, may be complete 

cfl 'cd, and propagated hx Abroad ; that it may 

itA 'nch to those that are yet unborn, and teach 

It:| 'tkem J7^ Name and Thy PraisCf when the 

iT*l 'Anthor has long dwelt in the Dust: That so 

:e: 'when he shall appear before Thee in the 

d 'fftat Dmf of final Account, his Joy may be 

p. ^ncreasedy and his Crown brightened, by 

ki 'Numbers before unknown to each other, and 

t: 'to him ! But if this Petition be too great to 

sf, *be granted to one, who pretends no Claim, 

t-. 'init Tfy Sovereign Graces to hope for being 

f\ '^Toured with the least, give him to be in 

k' 'Thine Almighty Hand the blessed Instrument 

'.: 'of Con verting and Saving one Soul: And if 

:. ' it be but onCf and that the weakest and mean- 

;• 'est of those who are capable of receiving this 

'Address, it shall be most thankfullt/ accepted 

:. 'as a rich Recompense for all the Thought 

r 'ind Labour it may cost; and, though it 

; 'ihould be amidst a Thousand Disappoint- 

. 'ments with respect to otiiers, yet it shall be 

: 'the Subject of immortal Songs of Praise to 

. 'Thee, Oh Blessed God, for and by every 

, 'Soul, whom, through the Blood of Jesus and 

'the Grace of Thy Spirit y Thou hast saved ; 

' and everlasting Honours shall be ascribed to 

* the Father y to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit ^ 

'by the innumerable Company of Angels f and 

'by the General Assembly and Church 0/ tiie 

^ I'irtt-bom in Heaven, Amen/ 
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CHAP. II. 

The Careless Sinner awakened. ^ _ 
$.1,3. hU loo nppimbUtCau. that thu.Trtl^ 
3, 4. Hiiirt many, net gnuily viciuu, J'aii undjB 

S, 6. ^ mari faitloihir IlitatTatiaa of Ihii Ctjm 
with an Apptal to the Jtwdtr ahelher it bd njB 

7 — 9. Ei)iBttulalitm with mch ; , 

10—13. Mnr* farluularlii, (1.) From aekaaSA 

iedged PrincipUi, ^-elating to tht Katurt '/ Gai^ 

\a.(2.-\FramaViiwofPTioaaiOblipalionMt„him:' 



who are not grossly vicious. 17 

I 2. But among tbe Tkoutands that neglect 
iigion, it is more than possible, that some of 
Readen may be included : And I am so 

?Iy affected with their unhappy Case, that 
'emper of my Heart, as well as the proper 
thod of my Subject, leads me in the nrst 
ce to address myself to such ; to apply to 
7 one of them ; and therefore to you. Oh 
ider, whoever you are, who may come under 
Denomination of a careless Sinner, 
. 3. Be not, I beseech you, angry at the 
ne. The Physicians of Souls must speak 
fifyy or they may murder those whom they 
lid cure. I would make no harsh and 
lasonable Supposition. I would charge 

with nothing more, than is absolutely 
!ssary to convince you, that you are the 
ion to whom I speak. I will not, there- 
, imagine you, to be a pro&ne and aban- 
id Frqfligate. I will not suppose, that 
allow yourself to blaspheme God, to dis- 
)ur his Name by customary Swearing, or 
sly to violate his Sabbath, or commonly to 
ect the Solemnities of his public Worship : 
ill not imagine, that you have injured your 
2;fabours, in their Lives, their Chastity, or 
: Possessions, either by Violence, or by 
id ; or that you have scandalously debased 
Rational Nature of Man, by that vile In- 
perance, which transforms us into the worst 
d of Brutes. 

. 4. In Opposition to all this, I will sup- 
3, that you believe the Existence and Pro- 
;nce of Oop, and the Trutli of Chnstiamtv|<» 

Revelation /ram Him ; Of wVi\eV\, *\i V^vJ^ 
any Doubt, I must desire, thal^ouviowV^ 



^ 



,m^%M wL/p«fsiuoa nad been added ^ 
and Neglect But supposing yi 
nominal Christiarif and not a Deis, 
tic ; I will also suppose your Con 
Men to be not only blameless, bi 
and that they, who know you most 
must acknowledge, that you are jus 
humane and courteous, compass 
liberal : Yet, with all this, you mi 
one Things on which your £temal 
depends. 

§. 5. I BESEECH you, Reader, wi 
are, that you would now look sei 
your own Heart, and ask it this 
Question, Am I truly Religious 
Lore of God the governing Princi 
Life ? Do I walk under a Sense c 
sence ? Do I converse with him fn 
Day, in the Exercise of Prayer an 
And am I, on the whole, making \ 
my BusineiM nnH »«" rk-'--*-* 



vketker he be not Careless, 19 

ysdf to the Person, whose Conscienoe 
in the Negative, And I would ad- 
th equal Plainness, and eqaal Freedom, 
and Low, to Rich and Poor : To you^ 
I the ScriptiiTe with a dreadful Pn>- 
ipieases it) Uve without GOD in the 
; and while, in Words and Forms, you 
91>9 deny kirn in your Actiont^f and 
foonelTes in the main, (a few external 
Diet only excepted,) just as you would 
ou believedy and were sure, there was 
K Unhappy Creature 1 your own Heart 
\s vou immediately ; and how much 
ilGODf who i$ greater than your Hearty 
wetk ail Ihings^, He is in Secret^, 
as in Public; and Words cannot ex- 
18 Delight, with which his Children 
3 with him alone : But in Secret you 
'edge him not ; you neither pray to him, 
ise him, in your Retirements. Ac* 
Correspondencies, Studies may often 
)u inXo your Closet; but if nothing bul 
»n were to be transacted there, it would 
»u quite an unfrequented Place, And 
u go on from Day to Day, in a con- 
orgeffuInessofGoD; and areas/Am/^AZ- 
ii^ Religion^ as if you had long smoe 
itrated it to yourself, that it was a mere 
. If, ipdeed, you are sick, you will 
s cry to Goo for Health ; in any extreme 
% you will lifl up your Eyes and Voice 
iverance : But as for the Pardon oJ'Sin^ 



Zpb.ii, 12. * Tit.\.\^. 

John Hi. 20. •» Mai- ^'\. ^- 
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and Ihe other Bleamgt of the Gotpel, yoa U 
not at allinwardlysolicilous about them; tfaou^ 
you profess to IwUeve, that the Gospel is Oi' 
vine, and the Blesaings ofit Elemal. All you 
Thoughts, and all your Hours, ate divided bi 
tween the Business and the Amusementt <[ 
life : And if, now and then, an awful Prori 
deuce, oi a serious Sermon or Book, awakcsi 
you, it is but a few Days, or it may be a fe< 
Hours, and you are the same careUa Creotwi 
you ever were before. On the whole, you ad 
as if you were resolved to put it to the Ven 
ture, and at your own Expense to make lb 
Expetiraem, whether the Consequences a 
eeleciine RetJEion be ludged a ' 




msideration and Reflection, ' What | 

id Christ are ; and what you your^ 

i, and what you must hereafter he ? ' 

n are all your Rational Faculties ? 

bey employed ? Or rather, how are 

led ana benumhed ? 

IE Certainty and Importance of the 

which I speak are so evident^ from 
>le8 which you yourselves grant, that 

almost set a Child or an Idiot to 
n them. And yet they are neglected 
?ho are grown up to Understanding, 
ps some of them to such Refinement 
ending, that they would think them- 
itly injured, if they were not to be 
amonff the Politer, and the more 
art of Mankind. 

n it is not your Neglect, Sirs, that 
y the Being or Importance of such 
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another Kiod ofAccounl.t 

\. 10. You own, tbat there it a GOD : 
well you may: Foryoutannotopen your ] 
but you must see the evident FranJ't a 
Being, his Presence, &nd bis Ageocy. 
behold him aroundyiat in every Object, 
feel him viithin you, if I may so speal 
every Vein, and in every Nerve. lou 
and you feel, not only that He has/iirniei 
with an exquiaite Wisdom, which no n 
Man could ever fully explain or compreli 
but that He i9 continually near you, wh< 




c: 



U 



•:\ Presence of God, 23 

^ 1 r-r— ti — [— M-w ■ ■ 

Views can reach, you see it extending itself ou 
nery Side : And Oh how much farther tlian 
jou can trace it I Reflect on the Light and 
Utat^ which the Sun every where dispenses ; 
,. OD the ulir, which surrounds all our Globe, on 
i\ the right Temperature of which the Life of 
b/ tbe whole Human Race depends, and tuat of 
2| all the iDferior Creatures wtiich dwell on the 
:\ Earth. Think of the suitable and plentiful 
,1 frmidon made/br Man and Beast ; the Grass, 
, Ae GrmiDy the Variety of Fruits, and Herbs, 
' nd Flowers ; every Thing that nourishes us, 
emy Thing that delights us; and say, whether 
it do not speak plainly and loudly, that our 
Almigbty Maker is near, and that he is careful 
of us, and kind to us. And while all these 
lliings proclaim His goodness j do they not also 
pmclaim Ha Power ? For what Power is any 
thing comparable to that, which furnishes out 
these GiAs of Royal Bounty; and which, un- 
wearied and unchanged, produces continually, 
from Day to Day, and from Age to Age, such 
astonishing and magnificent Efi*ects over the 
Face of the whole Earth, and through all the 
Regions of Heaven ? 

^ 19. It is then evident, that GoD is pre^ 
tent, preset with you at this Moment ; even 
God your Creator and Preserver, GOD the 
Creator and Preserver of the whole visible and 
invisible World. And is he not present as a 
most observant and attentive Being ? He that 
firmed the Jfye, shall not He see ? He that 
' planted the Ear, shall not He hear ? He that 
teaches Man Knowledge, that gives \um \v\^ 
national Faculties, and pours in on \v\s o^iv- 
ing^ Mind ail the Light it receives b^ l\\em, 



24 From Obligations to Him ; Ch. 2 

tkidl not He krunu " ? He nho sees all ihi 
Necetiilits of his Creatures, go seasonably li 
provide for them, shall He not see their Ac 
lions too ; and seeing, shall He not judge o 
them? lias He giveo asaSenaeaod Disceni 
menl of what is good and evil, of what is iru 
and false, of what is iiiirand deJbnned in Tent 
per and Conduct; and has He himself n 
DiscernmenlofdieseThiQgs? T/iflenol wM 

Sur Conscience, which tells you at once, tin 
ejudget of it, and approves or condemnB, i 
it is decvnt or indecent, reasonable or unrea 
sonahle; and that the Jvdgntent which H 
passes, is of iutinile Impoctaoce to all hi 



and from the View 26 

>mfort you have received thk Daj/ ; 
e Mercies you are receiving this vert/ 
/, bear witness to him ; and yet i/ou 
him not. Ungrateful Creature that you 
Jould you have treated any Human 
lor thus ? Could you have borne to 
a kind Parent, or any generous Friend, 
i but for a few Months acted the Part 
ent to you ? To have taken no Notice 
while in his Presence? To have re- 
aim no Tlianks, to have had no Con- 
s to make some little Acknowledgment 
his Goodness? Hitman Nature^ bad 
is not fallen so low. Nay, the Brutal 
is not so low as this. Surely every 
ic Animal around you must shame such 
tude. If you do but for a few Days 
little kind Notice of a Dog, and feed 
th the Refuse of your Table, he will 
)on you, and love to be near you ; he 
ager to follow you from Place to Place, 
len, after a little Absence, you return 
0vill try, by a thousand fond transported 
3, to tell you how much he rejoices to 
again. Nay, Brutes, far less sagacious 
prehensive, have some Sense of our 
ss, and express it after their Way : As 
tsed God condescends to observe, in 
•y View in which I mention it, 2'ke 
: kniYWt his Owner, and the stupid Ass 
8ter*s Crib^^: What lamentable De- 
y, therefore, is it, that^ou do not know, 
Uy who have been numbered among 
professing People, do not, and "w\\\ woV 
your numberless Obligations tJoVvvKvl 

" Isai. i. 3. 
c 



26 of a future State. Ch. 1 

§.14. SuBELT, if you have any Ii^eaui 
of Temper, you must be ashamed and grien 
in ihe Review : But if you hare oat, give n 
leave brther to expostulate with you on tfa 
Head, by setting it m sometbing of a diflerei 
Light. Can you thick t/oimelixi iqfi, nhi 
you are acliog a. Part like this ? Do you a 
in your Conscience believe, then will be a/i 
ture Juilgment ? Do you not believe, (here 
an invisible a.ud etemai World? AsprofesH 
Chritlians, we all believe it ; for it is no coi 
iroverled Point, but displayed in Scripttu 
with so clear an Evidence, (hat, subtile and ii 
genioua as Men are in Error, they have tt 




Appeal to the Conscience. 27 

liera is, through Divine Grace, the only 

prevent your Ruin ? 

5. Yes, Sinner, I need not multiply 
) on a Subject like this. Your conscience 
ady inwardly convinced, though your 
may be unwilling to own it. And, to 
it, let me ask you one Question more : 

1 you, upon any Terms and Considera- 
M^hatever, come to a Resolution, abso- 
to cUsmiss all ferther Thought of Reli- 
ind all Care about it, from this Day and 

and to abide by the Consequences of 
Seglectl I believe, hardly any Man 
would be bold enough to determine upon 
I believe, most of my Readers woula be 
to tremble at the Thought of it 
5. But if it be necessary to take these 
s into Consideration at all, it is necessary 
it quickly ; for Life itself is not so very 
lor so certain, that a wise Man should 
ucit upon its Continuance. And I hope 
iinceyou, when I have another Hearing, 

is necessary to do it immediately ; and 
»xt to the Madness of resolving, You will 
\nk of Religion at all, is that of saying, 
jUI think of it hereafter. In the mean 

pause on the Hints which have been 
f given, and they will prepare you to 
: what is to be added on that Head. 

Meditation of a Thoughtless Sinner 
who begins to be awakened, 

WAKE, Oh my forgetful SoxA, axuake 
*from these wandering Dreams. Twx\\ 
Tom this Chase of Vanity^ ax\d iox ^ 
^bile be persuaded, by a\V V\\es^ C,ox^ 



38 Meditation of a Sinner, Ch. 

' siderationa, to look fonnard, and to look v 
■ ward, 3X least for a few Momeata. Sufficic 
' are the Hourj, and Jita/t, given 10 the L 
' hours and Amusemetiti of Life. Grndge i 
' a short Allotment of Minutes, to vien t/iyM 
' and thine own more immecUate Concems i 
' reflect, toAo, and wAot thou art ; how it con 
' to pass, tlial Ihou art liere, and tahat ti 
' must qaickli/ be ! 

' It is indeed, as thou hast now seen il 
' presented. Thou art the Creature of Go, 
' formed and furnished by Him, and lodged 
' a Body, which He provided, and which ! 
' supports ; a Body, in which He intend 




who begins to be awakened, 29 

' Goodness^ I am astonished at this I/isensibi' 
'• Utjf^ which hath prevailed in mine Heart, and 
even still prevails. I hbah, and am con- 
Jimndedj to lift up my Face before Thee^K 
On the most transient Review, I see, that I 
have played the Fool, that I have erred ex- 
eeedingly^. And yet this stupid Heart of 
mine would make its having neglected Thee 
so long, a Reason for going on to neglect 
Tkee, I own, it mifirht justly be expected, 
that, with regard to Thee, every one of Thy 
Rational Creatures should be all Duty and 
Love: That each Heart should be full of a 
Seme of Thy Presence; and that a Care to 
^eaie Thee should swallow up every other 
Care. Yet Thou hast not been in all my 
Thovghts^; and Religion, the End and 
Glory of my Nature, has been so strangely 
overlooked, that I have hardly ever seriously 
asked my own Heart, what it is, — I know, 
if Matters rest here, I perish. And yet, 
I feel in my perverse Nature, a secret Indis- 
potition to pursue these Thoughts ; a Prone- 
nrsff, if not entirely to dismiss them, yet to 
lay them aside for the present. My Mind is 
perplexed and divided ; but I am sure, Thou, 
who madest me, knowest what is best for me. 
I beseech Thee, that Thou wilt, for Thy 
Name^s sake, lead me and guide me ^*, Let 
me not delay, till it is for ever too late. 
Pluck me, as a Brand, out of the Burning^, 
Oh break this fatal Enchantment, that holds 

** Tjtra ix. ft ^ J Sam. xxvi. %\ . 

^ Psalm X. 4. 24 j^gain^ ^^^^Y. Z . 

** Amos iv. 11, 
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' down my Affection !□ Objects, wh 
' Judgment coiDparatiTely deipiaes ! j 

' Hind, that I may not be a/ratd to t 
' Thee, and of myself; and may not be 
' to wiah, Ihal Thou SiuUl not made 
' that Thou couldttfor ever forget me ; 
' may not be my bat Hope, to periMk 
' Brutet. 

' If what I shall farther read here, bi 
' able to Truth and Season ; if it be cal 
* to promote my Happineu, and is to 
' mded as au Intimation of Thy K 
'PUm™ to me: Oh God. h>l w<- h, 
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CHAP. III. 

le Awakened Sinner urged to imme- 
liate Consideration, and cautioned 
against Delay. 

. Sinmgrt, when awakmed, inclinable to ditmiu 
mvietiofii for the present. 
tm tmmediate Regard to Religion urged. 
1.) From the Excellency and Pleasure of the 
kingiteelf. 

3.) From the Uncertainty of that future Time 
I which Sinners presume, compared with the sad 
nuequenees of being cut off in Sin, 
8.) From the Immutability of God*s present 
nmmds. 

4.) From the Tendency which Delay has, to 
the a Compliance with these Demands nunre 
fficult than it is at present. 
5.) From the Danger of God's withdrawing 
it Spirit, compared with the dreadful Case of a 
nner given up by it : 
Vhich probably is now the Case of many. 
ince therefore, on the whole, whatever the "Event 
, Delays must prove Matter of Lamentation. 
^l^e Chapter concludes with an Eihortation 
gainst yielding to them : 
• Prayer against Temptations of that Kind. 

. T HOPE my last Address so far awa- 
X kened the Convictions of my Reader, 
bring him to this Purpose, ' That some 
me or other he would attend to Religious 
msiderations.' But give me leave to ask 
lestly and punctuaUy, * When thai sV\a\\ 
/' {?o t/iy Way for this Time, and at a 
cofwenient Season I will send for thee, 
be Language, and the Ruin, of unVia^X^^ 



32 Immediate Regard to Religion urgei, 

Felix', yshen he trembled under the Reason- 
ing and Expostuldtions of the Apotlk. "n* 
Tempter presumed not to ut^, That he shouU 
gite up all TAougktt of Repentsnce and B*- 
formalioQ ; but only that, considering the prt- 
sent Hurry of bia A^irs, (as no Doubt thef 
were many,) he should tUfer it lo a loi^ 
Day. The Artifice succeeded, and Felix ml 
undone, 

j. 3. Will you, Reader, dismiss me thuif 
For your own sake, and out of tender Com- 
passion to your perishing immortal Soul, I 
ivould not willingly take up with such a Di*- 
I Excuse, No, not though you 




from the Uncertainty of Life. 33 

f it ; yea, that so delightful a View should 
ntly possess your whole Soul with a Kind 
digoation against yourself, that you pur- 
it no sooner, * May I lift up mine Eyes, 

my Soul, to God ? May 1 devote my- 
to Him ? May I even now commence a 
indship with Him ? A Friendshipj which 
II last for ever, the Security, the Delight, 
Glory of this immortal Nature of mine V 
shall I draw back, and say, ' Nevertheless 
me not commence this Friendship too 
I : Let me live at least a few Weeks, or a 
Days longer, ii;i^A(m^ GODin the WoridV 
\y it would be much more reasonable to 
mward, and say, ' Oh my Soul, on what 
i Husks hast thou heenfeedingy while thine 
avenly Father has been forsaken, and in- 
ed ? Shall 1 desire to midtiplj/ the Days 
ny Poverty, my Scandal, and my Misery?' 
.his Principle, surely, an immediate Heturn 
rOD should in all Reason be chosen, rather 

to play the Fool any longer^ and to go on 
tie more to displease God, and thereby to 
ve and to wound your own Soul; even 
igli your Continttance in Life were ever so 
cim, and your Capacity to return, to (Jod 

your Duty ever so entirely in your own 
fxr, now, and in every future Moment, 
ugh Scores of Years yet to come. 
,4. But who, or what are YoUj that you 
lid lay your Account for Years^ or for 
nths to come? What is your Life? Is 
ot even as a Vapour, that appear el h for a 
e Time, and then vanisheth away^} AivvV 



^ koines iV. 14. 
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34 Imntediatr! Reyard to Religion tir 

wliBl is jour Security, or what is ytmr pet 
llorrunl, thai you should thus deptnd i 
the CenaiDly of if* Cimf iniumre ? and tin 
absolutely, as to venture, as it vere, to j 
your Soul upon it? Why, you will pet 
say, ' 1 am younei and io all my Bloom 
■ VigouT : I see Hundrtdt about me, wh< 
* more than doiMc no/ Age ; and cot a le 
' them, nbo seem to think it loo toon to a 
' to Religion yet.' — You view the Living 
you talk thus. Bat I beseed) you, thii 
the Dead. Retuni,ioyourThaughts,to' 
Grtmts, in which you haie left some of 
young Cotnpaniont, and your Friendt, 
a while ago gay and active ; ~ 




not anena to wnat you now read, 
sue the Thought which is now offering 
your Mind ? This mdden Alteration 
least possibly happen ; and if it does, 
e to you a terrible one indeed. To be 
prised into the Presence of a forgotten 
) be torn awaj^^ at once, from a Worlds 

1 your whole Heart and Soul has been 
; a World, which has engrossed all 
ioughts and Cares, all your Desires 
suits ; and be Jired in a State, which 
Id never be so far persuaded to think 
spend so much as one Hour in serious 
tion for it: How must you even shud- 
le Apprehension of it, and with what 
must it fill you ? It seems Matter of 
'y that, in such Circumstances, you are 
nt distracted with the Thoughts of the 
linti/ of Life, and are not even readi/ to 
Fear of Death. To trifle with God 



A J Ia 



ut xntrty Yean hence j if yo 
see the Time. God hath/, 
in which he will pardon and 
in His Gospel. And will Il( 
Method? Or if He will not, 
it ? You like not to think o 
humbling yourself before God, t 
eousness and Life from hisjree i 
and you above all dislike the ' 
turning to God in the Ways < 
ence. But will He ever disper, 
these, and publish a new Gospel. 
of Life and Salvation to impenih 
SinnerSy if they will but call thi 
tians, and submit to a few ex 
How long, do you think, you t 
such a Change in the Constituti 
You know, Death will come u 
you cannot but know, in your ov 
that a general Dissolution will < 

Wnrlrl \ ^ " 



Delay will make it more difficult. 37 

it shall you be able to contend with the llone- 
men^f Surely you cannot imagine it. You 
would not say, in any Dittempervihich threat- 
ened your Life, * I will stay till I grow a little 
' worsCf and then I will apply to a Fhyiician : 

* I will let my Disease get a little more Root- 

* nig in my Vitals, and then I will try what 
' can be done to remove it.' No, it is only 
where the Life of the Soid is concerned, that 
Men think tnus wildly : The Life and Health 
of the Body appear too precious, to be thus 
trifled away. 

$. 7. If after such desperate Experiments 
you are ever recovered, it must be by an Ope- 
ration of Divine Grace on your Soul, yet more 
powerful and more wonderful, in Proportion to 
the increasing Inveteracy of your Spiritual 
Maladies, And can you expect, that the Holy 
^firit should be more ready to assist you, in 
Consequence of your having so shamefully 
tr^ed with him, and affronted him ? lie is 
noWf in some Measure, moving on your Heart : 
If you feel any secret Relentings in it upon 
what you read, it is a Sign you are not yet 
utterly forsaken: But who can tell, whether 
these are not the last Touches he will ever 
give, to a Heart so long hardened against him ? 
Who can tell, but God may this Day swear in 
his Wrath, that you shall not enter into his 
Rest * ? 1 have been telHng you, that you 
may immediately die. You own it possible, 
you may. And can you think of any Thing 
more terrible? Yes, Sinner, I will tell you of 
one Thing more dreadful^ than mmedxaV 

* Jer, xii, o. * Ue\j. \\\. \'«i . 



38 Tom may be left 4 

Death aadimniediate Damnation. The I 
ed God may say, ' Ai for that wretched < 
' ture, who has to long trjfied with me, 
' proToked me, let him ttiltlive : Let hin 
' in ibe Midst of Prosperity and Plenty ; 
' him live under the purest, and most poH 
' Ordinancet of the Gotpel too, that he 
' abuse than, to ^giarale bis Condemn: 
' and die under teeotftld Gidll, and a s 
'fold Curte. I will' not give him the C 
' to think of his Ways for one serious Mo 
' more ; but he shall go on from bad to w 
'filing t^ the Memure of hit Iniquitie 
' Death and Deitruclion seize him in ai 
md irmtha 




to Hardness of Heart. 89 



fonn a Rock of Marble into a Man and 
Hi. Bo t this X will confideDtly say. That 
1 delay any ionger^ the Time will come, 

yoa will bUtwy repent of that Delay ; 
ather ktment it before God, in the An- 

of your Heart Aere, or curte your own 
t and Madness in Hell ; yea, when you 
mith^ that, dreadful as Hell is, you had 
r fallen into it toonerf than have lived in 
liiidst of so many abused MereieSf to 
T the Degree of your Fwmhment more 
•portable, and your Sense of it more ex- 
ely tormenting. 

10. I DO therefore earnestly exhort you, 
; Name of our Lord Jems Christ, and by 
Worth, and, if I may so speak, by the 
i of your immortal and perishing Soul, 
fou delay not a Day, or an Hour longer, 
rem giving Sleep to your Eyes, or Slumber 
ur Eye-lids ', in the continued Neglect of 
important Concern, take with you even 
Words, and turn unto the LORD ^ ; and 
e you quit the Place where you now are, 
tpon your Knees in his Sacred Presence, 
TOur out your Heart in such Language, 
least to some such Purpose, as this. 

BAYER ,/br one, who is tempted to delay 
vplying to Religion, though under some 
Convictions of its Importance, 
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H Thou Righteous and Holy Sovereign 
'of Heaven and Earth! Thou GOD^ 
vkose Hand my Breath is, and vsKoie ore. 
my Ways •/ I confess, 1 Yiw^ \>«««^ ^^^ 

^ vi. 4. f Hos. xiv. 2. • 'D«a.^**^'^- 



A Prayer for one under Ch. ; 



from giitrifying Thee, or conducting mysi 
aEcordinglo the I Qtimaliona, or llie Declar 
tiona of Tiiy Will. 1 hive therefore lUast 
to adore Thy Forbearanee and Goodna 
that Tliou ha^t not long since stopped n 
Breath, and cut me offjrom Ihe Land oft 
Living. I adore 1% Patieace, tliat 1 ba 
not Monthi and Ycort ago been itn Inhab: 
ant of ScU, where Ten ThousaDd detayh 
Sinneri am now lamenting their Folii/, ai 
will be lamenting it ftr euer. But, Oh Go 
how possible is il, that this trijiing Hea-t 
mine msv, at length, betray me into Ihe lai 
Kuin ; luid then, ajas, into a Kuin aggravat 
by all this Patience and Forbearance 



CowrictianSf against his 41 

fSaJnaiion : And I have fonned some 
StrpotieSf and liave beg^n to take a few 
site Stepi in my Way towards a Return 
"bee. But, aUis, I have been only, as 
iy fluttering abcmt Religion^ and have 
ixed upon it. All my KeMolutitmt have 
'Ottered J like Smoke, or dispersed, like 
> Vapour before the Wind. Oh that 
woulcist now bring these Things home 
Heart, with a more powerful Corwiction 
t hath ever yet feltl Oh that Thou 
(t pursue me with them, even when I 
jm them ; if I should ever grow mad 
to endeavour to etcape them any more ! 
hy Spirit address me, in the Language 
ctual Terror; and add all the most 
ul Methods, which Thou knowest to 
essary, to awaken me from this Lethar- 
ich must otherwise be mortal / May 
und of these lliings be in mine Ears, 
I go out, and when 1 come in, when I 
771, and when 1 rise up '° / And if the 
J of the Night, and the Business of' the 
ye for a while interrupted by the Im- 
m, be it so, Oh God ! if I may but 
y carry on my BusiTieis with Thee to 
Purpose, and at length secure a Repose 
«, instead of all that Terror which I 
nd, when J think upon GOD, and am 
*d^\ 

Lord, my Flesh trembleth for Fear of 
and lam tifraid of Thy Judgments '^ 
ifraid, lest even now, that I have begun 

It. ri. 7. " Psa\m Ixxv'u. "i. 

!ni cxix, 120. 
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,« may be, through -fty 
< J "^y be. if Thou con 

letter Fruit produced^ 
»^dy exercised towai 

Mtt ifour, from thi. Mm 
to date »,ore fo,ri^ J 

CHAP. I 
The Sinner arraiVned i 



Convictian of Guilt necessary, 43 

?• lUvstrated by a more particular View of the 
Aggravationt of this Guilt, arising, [U] From 
jMusciedge. 

8. [2.1 From Divine Favours received, 

9. [3.J From Convictions of Conscience overborne. 

10. [4.] From the Strivings^ GodU Spirit resisted. 

11. [SJ] From Vows and nesolutions broken, 

13. TThe Charge summed up, and left upon the 

SuiiMr's Conscience, 
7%e Simntr's Confession under a general Conviction 

^' Guilt. 

^1. A S I am attempting to lead you to 
.l\^ true Religion^ and not merely to 
lome superficial Form of it, I am sensible, 
I can do it no otherwise, than in the Way of 
ieqk Humiliaiion, And therefore, supposing 
jroa are persuaded, through the Divine Bless- 
ing on what you have before read, to take it 
into Consideration, I v^rould now endeavour, 
in the first Place, with all the Seriousness I 
can, to make you heartilt/ sensible of your Guilt 
before God. For I well know, that unless 
you are convinced of this, and affected with 
the Conviction, all the Provisions of Gospel 
Grace will be slighted, and your Soul infal- 
libly destroyed, in the Midst of the noblest 
Means appointed for its Ilecovery. I am 
fully persuaded, that Thousands live and die 
in a Course of Sin, without feeling upon their 
Hearts any Sense that they are Sinners ; though 
they cannot, for Shame, but own it in Words. 
And therefore, let me deal faithfully with you, 
though I may seem to deal roughly ; for Coin- 
plaisance is not to give Law to Addxes^^,\xv 
which the Life of your Soul is coticen\^<i. 
/. 2. Permit me therefore, OVv S\x\xv^x , M 



ttnder the fn!.- *'"'^' *"*/< 

««'uMo„ of '^^„,'»'«' appare 
Wakes you ^{ ?, ^^lonal 

f°d certain (h^!!; ^'^^''tii 
vou r?««. . ^^ you daro fr. ^- 



as having broken the Law of God. 45 

ords of your own Conscience ; for God search- 
Ik them : Ask it seriously, * Have you ?ievcr 
ID your Lives sinned against God ? ' Solomon 
eclaiedy that in his Day, there was not a just 
fan upon Earth, who did good, and xinned 
at*: And the Apostle Paul, that all had 
tuted, and come short of the Glory of GOD^', 
ttt both Jews and Gentiles,{yih\(Ai, you know, 
impreheDded the whole Human Race,) were 
U under Sin*, And can you pretend any 
nag^nable Reason, to believe the World is 
town $o mudi better since their Days, that 
ay should now plead their own Case as an 
Exception? Or will you, however, presume 
I arise, in the Face of the Omniscient Ma- 
sty of Heaven, and say, I am the Man ? 
§. 5. Supposing, as before, you have been 
ee from those gross Acts of Immorality, which 
re so pernicious to Society, that they have 
enerally been punishable by Human Laivs ; 
m you pretend, that you have not, in smaller 
DStances, violated the Rules of Piety, of Tem- 
erance, and of Charity? Is there any one 
^erson, who has intimately known you, that 
'ould not be able to testify, you had said, or 
one something amiss ? Or if others could not 
30vict you, would not your own Heart do it ? 
)oes it not prove you guilty of Pride, of Pas- 
ion, of Sensuality ; of an excessive Fondnest 
yr the World, and its Enjoyments ; of mur 
luring, or at least of secretly repining, again.* 
yOD, under the Strokes of his afflictive Pro- 
ideoce; of mispending a great deal of you » 

' Eccl riL 20. 3 x^,om. m. 'i'A. 

^ Rom, iii. 9. 



^ — .^^.^^mnHeyowr Heart has b< 
him'? Does not Conscience con 
some one Breach of the Law at 1< 
by one Breach of it you are in 
Scriptural Sense, become guilty oj 
are as incapable of b&in% justified i 
by any Obedience of your own^ as 
committed Ten Thousand Offence 
Reality, there are Ten Thousand, 
chargeable to your Account. Whe 
to reflect on all your Sins of Ne^ 
well as on those of Commission; 
Instances, in which you hsye Jailed t 
when it was in the Power of' your 1 
it'' ; on all the Instances, in which A 
votion have been omitted, especially 
and on all those Cases, in which 
shewn a stupid Disregard to the J 
God, and to the Temporal and £te 
piness of your Fellow Creatures : 
these, I sav- nra *<».««• — • •' 



of his transgressing it. 47 

An D say, Sinner, Is it a little Thing, 
ou have presumed to set light by the 
nty of the God of Heaven, and to violate 
w, if it had been by mere Carelessness 
uUiention? How much more heinous, 
re, is the GuiUf when in so many In- 
you have done it knowingly ^ and ioi(- 
Give me Leave seriously to ask you, 
. me intreat you to ask your own Soul, 
/ whom hast thou magnified thyself 1 
i whom hast thou exalted thy Voice '^ 
d up thy rebellious Hand ? On whose 
>h Sinner, hast thou presumed to tram^- 
d whose Friendship^ and whose Enmity^ 
ou thereby dared to affront ? Is it a 
Jce thyself, that thou hast insulted ? Is 
a Temporal Monarch ? Only one, who 
I thy Body, and then hath no more that 
do^^l Nay, Sinner, thou wouldst not 
ired to treat a Temporal Prince, as thou 
eated the King Eternal, Immortal, and 
le **. No Price could have hired thee, 
by the Majesty of an Earthly Sovereign, 
I hast dealt by that GoD, before whom 
lerubim and Seraphim are continually 
. Not one opposing or complaining, 
Qg or murmunng Word is heard among 
Celestial Legions, when the Intimations 
Will are published to them. And who 
•u. Oh wretched Man; who art thou, 
ou shouldst oppose Him? That thou 
it oppose and provoke a GoD of infi- 
[>wer and Terror, who needs but exert 
gle Act of his Sovereign Will, Wi^ ^^va^ 

Kings xix. 22. i^ L.uVe m* ^• 

Tim, i, J 7. 



48 The gnat Evil of offending God. 

art in a Momeat stripped offfn^ Pouetaim 
cut off from euCTy Hoot ; destroyed and roon 
up trom Exittence, if that were his Pleaiun 
or, what ic inrorKeivably vjorte, consigned on 
to the severest and most lasting ^gon/u 7 Ye 
This IS the God, whom thou hast offaiM 
whom thou hast affronted to hit Fmr, pn 
suming to violate hia express Laws in his m 
Presence: TAitistAe Goi>, before whom ifad 
standesi as a convicted Criminal ; cottviett 
not of One or Tmo particular Ofiences, but i 
Thotaaiids and Ten Thoatandt; of a Court 
and Series of Itebellioni and Provocaliost, i 
which thou hast pertitted, more or less, evi 
e thou wast bom ; and the Parliailart ' 
'ended, with nimi 




ieinou^ Ag^avations of Sin. 49 

be Word of God ? Nay, hatli not 

been, in some Instances, 90 plain, 

without anj Instruction at all thine 

m might easily have infiemed it ? And 

not also been worried of the Con- 

of Disobedience? Hast thou not 

; righteous Judgment of GOD, that 

commit such Things, are worthy of 

Yet thou hast, perhaps, not only 

ime, hui hast taken Pleasure in those 

vn ; hast chosen them for thy most 

'Viends and Companions; so as there- 

ngthen, by the Force of Example 

»rse, the Hands of each other in your 

A.Y more, If Divine Love and Mercy 
ggravation of the Sins committed 
thy Crimes, Oh Sinner, are heinously 
L Must thou not acknowledge it, 
Creature, and unwise? Hast thou 
wurished and brought up by him as 
and yet hast rebelled against him *^ ? 
jOD take you out of the Womb^^? 
: watch over you in your Infant Days, 
you from a Multitude of Dangers, 
most careful Parent or Nurse could 
observed, or warded off? Has he 
fou your Rational Powers? and is it 
im you have been favoured with 
ortunity of improving them ? Has 
ery Day supplied your Wants, with 
ried Liberality; and added, with 
» many who will read this, the Deli- 

xxii, 9, 

D 
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50 Heinous Aggravalumt of Sin. Ch. . 

faciei of Life, to its necessaiy Soppoitt ? Hi 
he not lieard your Cry, when Avuble cm 
ttpott i/ou " ; and frequently appeartd Jbr yn 
Deliverance, when in the Diitressei of NaUa 
yon have called upon hiai Jbr Help? Huk 
not reiaied t/ou from JttuB, when it mmm 
ju9t ready to swallow you up ; and Aealed job 
DiteaKs, when it seemed to ail about you, thi 
the Retidue ^your Oayt unt clU off m A 
Midtt"? Or if it bsre not been lo, it ng 
this long ca^imied and unintemipled HeaU 
which yon have enjoyed for «> many Yem 
to be acknowledged sa an eguivalent Obligt 
lion ? Look round upon ali yotir Foueukm 
I aay. What one Thing have ' ■' 




Heinous Aggravations of Sin, 51 

iseth him Understanding ^' ; and that Under- 
inding will act, and a secret Conviction of 
■^ accountable to its Maker and Preserver, 
I meparable from the Actings of it. It is 
Mf to o^ect to Human Remonstrances, and 
ighre Things ^i!se Colourings before Men : 
It the Heart often condcmnSy while the 
^Hgue excuses. Hare you not often found 
w } Has not Conscience remonstrated against 
ar past Conduct, and have not these Remon- 
wices been very pair^id too ? I have been 
uied by one of undoubted Credit^ that when 
ms in the Pursuit of all the gayest Sensu- 
lies of Life, and was reckoned one of the 
ppiest of Mankind, be has seen a Dog come 
the Room where he was among his merry 
«npanions, and has groaned inwardly, and 
d, * Oh that I had been that Dog!' And 
It thou. Sinner, felt nothing like this ? Has 
f Conscience been sostupifiedf so seared with 
ot Iron ", that it has never cried out of any 
the Violences which have been done it? Has 
lever warned thee of the fatal Consequences 
what thou hast done in Opposition to it ? 
ae Warnings are, in Effect, the Voice of 
>D ; they are the Admonitions which he gave 
e by A is Vicegerent in thy Breast. And 
en his Sentence for thy Evil Works is ex- 
ited upon thee, in everlasting Death, thou 
lit hear that Voice speaking to thee again, 
a louder Tone, and a severer Accent than 
fore : And thou shalt be tormented with its 
^braidings through Eternity, because ihow 
)uldst not, in Time, /learken to its AdmovX- 
«r. 

' Jobxxxii. 8. 22 X Tim. W. •i. 



A^uperuattoUf dark aod imperf 
the Spirit strove with the Jews , 
could not have charged it up( 
through all their Generations, th 
resisted him^. Now surely w 
more reasonably apprehend, tl 
with Sinners under the Oospe> 
you never experienced any Thing 
even when there has been no exit 
stance to awaken you, nor any ^ 
near you? Have you never p€ 
secret Impulse upon your Mind 
to think of Relifiiony urging you 
diate Consideration of it, sweetly 
to make Trial of it, and warning 
would lament this stupid Neglect ? 
why were not these happy Moti 
to ? Why did you not, as it wer 
all the Siails of your Soul, to cut 
venly, that favourable Breeze 1 \ 



&y broken Vows, 53 

There is indeed one Aggravation 
licb may not attend your Guilt; I 
U of being committed agaimt solemn 
' - Engagements : A Circumstance, 
s lain heavif on the Consciences of 
ho, perhaps;, in the main Series of 
s, have serred God with great Inte- 
(ut let me call you to think, To what 
mg? Is it not, that you have never 
I made any solemn Profession of der 
uiself to God at all? have never done 
gj which has appeared to your own 
ision an Action by which you made a 
with Him ; though you have heard 
of His Covenantj though you have 
olemnly and so tenderly invited into 
. in this View, how monstrous must 
instance appear, which at first was 
1 as some Alleviation of Guilt ? Yet 
dd, that you are not, perhaps, alto- 
freejrom Guilt on this Head, as you 
■St imagine. I will not insist on the 
, which your Parents made in your 
len they devoted you to God in bap^ 
•ugh it is really a weighty Matter^ 
Mfig yourself a Christian you have 
to own and avow what they then did. 
)uld remind you, of what may have 
-e personal and express. Has your 
en, even from your Youth, hardened 
ommon a Degree, that you have never 
God in any Season of Danger and 
' ? And did you never mingle Vows 
\e Cries? Did you never promise, 
7D would hear and help i^ou vcv >Jcv^x. 
Extremity, you wou\d Jorsuke ^oiir 



54 The Charge summed up. Ch. 

Situ, and jenie /lim as long aa you lived ? ! 
htard and helped you, or you had not bl 
readily theie Lines ; and, by mch lieiivtnm 
did, 33 it it^Ts, bind down your YoiDtaponyi 
and therefore your Gnilt in the Violation 
them retnaitis before Him, though yoa I 
stupid enongh to for^t them. Notbing 
t'orgotten, HOihing is overloolud b; him ; ■ 
the Day will come, when the Record shaU 
laid before you too. 

§. 12. And now. Oh Sinner, think sertcNi 
with thyself, what Defence thou wilt msks 
all ihi^l Prepare lliiae Apotogi/ ; call ; 
H'ilnascs ; make thine Appeal, I'rotii him wb 




Confession of a convinced Sinner. 55 



Anbt, already in Hell, vfhose Guilt never 
quailed thine ; and it is astonishing, that (^od 
km tpared thee to read this Kepresentation of 
Ae Case, or to make any Pause upon it. Oh, 
viste not $0 precious a Moment, but enter, as 
Mentively, and as humbly as thou canst, into 
ikm Reflections, which suit a Case so lament- 
able, and so terrible as thine ! 

The Confession of a Sinner, convinced in 
general of his Giiilt. 

* /^H God I Thou injured Sovereign, Thou 
V^ ^ all-penetrating and almighty Judsie! 

* What shall I say to this Charge? Shall T 
'pretendy I am wronged by it, and stand on 

* the Defence in Thy Presence ? I dare not 
'do it; for Thou knowest my Foolishness, and 

* none of my Sins are hid from Thcc'^^, My 
' Conscience tells me, that a Denial of my 

* Crimes would only increase them, and add 

* new Fuel to the Fire of Thy deserved Wrath. 

* If I justify myself, mine own Mouth will 

* wndemn me ; if 1 say, I am perfect, it will 

* also prove me perverse *. For innumerable 

* EniU have compassed me about : Mi»e In- 
' iquities have taken hold upon me, so that 1 
' am not able to look up : They are, as I have 
' been told in Thy Name, more than the Hairs 
*ofmy Head; and therefore my Heart fuiletk 
' Mf '^. 1 am more guilty, than it is possible 

* for another to declare or represent. My Heart 

* speaks more, than any other Accuser. And 
' Thou, Oh Lord, art much greater than my 
' Heart, and knowest all Things^^, 

a o'V" ^f • ^' * Job \x. 'iO. 

'^ Psalm xL 12, ai i jobuiiV. '10, 



S6 CanfetAcm Of a couvineed SiKne 

' Whit bat my Life been, but n Com 
' Rebellion againsl Theel It is not Ihi 
' MafpiirtK:u^r,lct(Oi) alone, Ibavelolai 
' Not/ting has been rig/it, id its Priuci 
' and Viewi, and Ends, ily whole Sou 
• been diiordered. All mj Thoughts, m; 
' feclion^, raj Desires, my Pursuits, baie 
' wretchedly aiieHated Jrom Thee. I 
' acleft, as if I had hated Thee, who art 
' nitely the loveliest ofall Beings ; as if I 
' been caatriaing, how I might tempt Th 
' the iKteriDost, and vieta-y out Thi/ Fall 
' marrellous as it is. My Actioru have 
' \,w\\ ; wy Words yet more Rvil tfiiia I 
' 1, Oil" Blessed Goi " ' ' 
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* whose Crimes had borne but a distant Ke- 
*iemblaDce to mine. Had I been a Parent, 
' I had long since coit offrhe ungrateful Child, 
*«ho had made me such a Return, as I have 
'in my life long been making to Thee, Oh 
'Thou Father of my Spirit! The Flame of 
*waiural Affection would have been atin- 
*giuthed; and his Sight, and his very 'Name, 
'would have become hatejul to me. Why 

* theiiy Oh LoEDfZm I not cast outfrorn Thy 

* Presence • ? Why am I not sealed up under 
'■n irreversible Sentence of Destruction I 
'That I live, I owe to Thine Indulgence, 

* Bat» Oh, if there be yet am/ Way of Beli- 

* veranee^ if there be yet any nope for so guilty 
'a Creature^ may it be opened upon me by 

* Thy Gospely and Thy Grace ! And if any 
^farther Alarm, Humiliation, and Terror, be 
' necessary to my Security and Salvation, may 
'I meet them, and bear them all! Wound 

* mine Heart, Oh Lord, so that thou wilt but 

* afterwards heal it ; and break it in pieces^ if 
'thou wilt but at length condescend to bind 

* it up r 

CHAP. V. 
The Sinner stripped of his vain Pleas. 

\. 1, 2. The Vanity cf those Pleas, which Sinners 
may secretly coujide in^ so apparent ^ that they 
will be ashamed at last to mention them before 

GoD> 

3. Such as, (1.) That they descended from pumt 
Parents, 



* Jer. Jii. 3. 
D 2 



.".3 Vamly of those Pleas vhich Ch. ; 

4. (2.) 11^1 Ihty had alttniUd In l/it ipcctilMi 
Part «r Rtligi«n. 

5. (3.) Tkal Sai) had enitilaintd tmnd Nolum 

6. 7. (4.) TTiat they had expraud a uhIdki fi 
^rd to Reti^iuttj and attended the cutym 
Farms •■/ WoriMp with Iham thry apprthtuJt 
Iht p«rett Churehtt. 

R. (5.) That Ihty had beta frte /ran groa IiKm 

!>. (6.) That thfs did n. 

<>f ' mgUdntg Kfttgion i 
in.' (7.) That they tout 

thill did. 



ito/aHL 



<1 do Bihttvim tkm 




Iff may seeretfy confide in. 59 



I 






:A«ry, and the Selffiattety, <jS a i...:l. 

1 corrapted Heart. I kiio# what '\'£.!! 

makes, and how, when it is driven /u. ]; 

Rtf/Mgie, it flies to anothery to Jbrtify 1'*' IjS; 

istJuU Omnktioh, and to persuade, N/ S\ 

r another, but itself, < That, if it has [: £^, 

tome Imiancei to blame, it is not i; H 

criminal as was repfesented: That 
i at least Cansideratkmi that plead 
3VOur, which, if they cannot justify, 
line Degree excute.' A secret j<«- 
kts Kindy sometinies perhaps scarce 
:o a distinct Reflection, breaks the 
Conviction, and often prevents that 
.iliation before Gon, which is the 
Token of approaching Dehverance. 
nrefore examine into some of these 
3 ; and for that Purpose would seri- 
thee, Oh Sinner, What thou hast to 
drrett of Judgment? What Plea 

uT^for thy &lf, why the Sentence 
hoald not go forth against thee, and 
shouldstnot lall into the Hands of 

5? 

UT ^is I must premise, that the 
8 not, How thou wouldst ansiwer to 
k $infol Worm like thyself, who am 
stand with thee at same Bar : ( The 
'ant, that I may find Mercy of the 
that Bay * /) But, what thou wilt 
y Judge ? What couldst thou pUiad, 
jt now actually before his Tribunal ; 
multiply vitin Words, and to frame 
igies, would be iJut to increase ^^ 

' 2 7'iin. i. 18. 



UO Pha of Descent from pious Ch, 

Guiil and Proyonation T Surely the v 
Thought of Hi$ Presence must supeisadi 
Thousand of those Irifting Excuses, wb 
now sometimes impose on a Generation I 
'ire pure in their own Eya, though they 
mit washed _/roia their Fillhirieti'; or, w] 
they are conscious of their own Impuril 
tTiitl in Words that cannot profit', and I 
upon broken Reedi *. 

§. 3. Yon will not to be sure, in sod 
Circumstance, plead, ' that you are deteen 
' Irom piovs Parents.' That was indeedy 
Privilege ; and Woe be to you, that you h 
iihtiied it, and forsook the GOD ofi/our . 
Ishmaei was immediately deaceni 




Parents f %•€. will not avail. 61 

[ ' ike speculative Part of Religion ;' For lo 

I what Eod can this serve, but to increase your 

I Qmdemnation? Since you have broken G6i>'5 

I Iffv, since you have contradicted the most 

I obvious and apparent Obligations of Religiorij 

to have enquired into it, and argued upon ity 

is a Circumstance that proves ^ozir Guilt more 

audacious. What? did you think Religion 

was merely an Exercise of Mens Wit, and 

the Amusement of their Curiosity ? If you 

aigued about it, on the Principles of common 

&nse, you must have judged and proved it to 

be a practical Thing ; and if it was so, why 

did not you practise accordingly ? You knnu 

the particular Branches of it ; and why then 

did you not attend to every one of them ? To 

ha^e pleaded an unavoidable Ignorance, would 

have been t/ie happiest Flea that could have 

remained for you; Nay, an actual, though 

faulty Jsnorance, would have been some little 

Allay or your Guilt, But if, by your own 

Confession, you have known your Mastcr*s 

Willy and have not done it, you bear Witness 

against yourself, that you deserve to be beaten 

Kith many Stripes *. 

§. 5. Nor yet again, will it suffice to say, 
' that you have had right Notions, both of the 
^Doctrines, and the Precepts of Religion* 
Your Advantage for practising it was therefore 
the greater: But understanding, and acting 
right, can never go for the same Thing, in the 
Judgment of GOD, or of Man. In believing 
there is One GoDy you have done well; but 
the Devils also believey and tremble^, liv ac- 



' Lute xii. 47. 9 j^a^ea \\. \0. 



62 /( is in vain to plead Ch. 5.' 

knoalrilging Chi-isI to be tlie Son of GO&j' 
and the Wo/y Oru, you have done. vieU toioK 
but jou kiiow, lAe unt/ean Spirits made dnt- 
iwry orthadaH Conf'etsion", and yet they W 
reiervecf in fverfuifing CAoms laider SarAmaP 
un(n (At Judgment oj' the great Day ", ' 
will you plaoe any secret Confiiieiice in 
which might he pleaded hy the lajcrnai Spiri 
wwell as by you. 

^. 6. But perhaps you may think Of pleMH 
init, ' thai you have actually dona immetnitigM 
' tUligian,' Htiving judged what Faith Ma 
the somidest, und what Worship ihf piotl^ 
' You enlertid yourseWes into those Socittim 
' where sach Articlt' of Faith were profami 
' Bnil avi-h Fnrmi- nf A'.irihin wprp nr/irthM'i 



.iriA 



•.1 * >»< f «wm«i»Mw^ I- I" 

imnf^,fi» wetL av-JNttKC- OipwUp* 
Urmnbuetf, with wbiicl) .mu have been 

■re d3ioertd to the SauiU >*, or wbich it 
^bU jrc^ WV ■''mUv Imh coiwlude^ lo 
ay midit lip ffCM jVti« >pd £ittMPfM 
'^f* Ai)4<iU'(4«:<SM'3iaBhaT<espie*ii9d 



t tatq a Hatunt aiMt CopfqK; tp tu own. 

vi^ it'is-pHfiAaii.loaw(^? . 
r. BvK Kff, dut thi« your 3ieBi /or Ko- 
Mfd FcrpM u* been eaer m weU lattndtd, 
ao fiu- u it bu gone, eper lo ueU atB- 
i too ; what will that avail towards otn- 
i^ Hue in to tou; lojttuices of Ntgli- 

M>d Ditobai'aift, as ue recorded a^ainit 
IM t^ Awjc of Goo' P Baaembriaux? 
I tli« B«T«alea Coctriaer o/'/Af piu/tt;/ 
I tanieitlj/ mmniaatd, j^ai indeed tuy 
u) wd wu the great Practkai PurpQte 
«ich Ihey ^*ere revealed to be Jargoi ? 
ibe ttr] Uint, and Janiie, and Cuwimia 

tithedt aijd. were the we^iUter J^alter* 
« /aw fo be oimllcd "; even tbM Jmw 
\OB, wivch js iu jirtt aad great Coat- 
l'*7 Qrhowwili tbeu !>e ^le to vindt- 



64 A Freedom from grots Ch. 5. 

rate even the jutleit Sentence thou hast patui 
on othen for their Infidelity, or for their IMt- 
obedience, nilhout being coademnedout oflktM 
own Mouth " ? 

§, 8. Will you then plead ' your fiiir moral 
' ChoTBcter, your Worla of R'ghleotaneu and 
'of Mercy?' Had yoai Obedietue tothel«w 
of God been complete, the Plea might be at 
lowed, as important and valid. But I hsfa 
supposed aiM proved above, IbU ConKieaei 
teitifia to the contrary; and you will not now 
dare to contradict it. 1 add lanber, Had Ikem 




Immaralitiei no Plea, 65 

fudgmemt to the Line, and Righteous- 
ke Flummet ^^, and examiDes all your 
and all your Thoughts^Yi'ixh the strictest 
Yob have not been a Drunkard, 
\eT€r^ or a Robber. So far it is well, 
id before a righteous GoD, wbo will 
ample Justioe ; and therefore wiU not 

you for Drunkenness, Adultery, or 
. But you have forgotten him, your 
and your Benefactor; you have cast 
, and restrained Prayer before hint *' ; 
i despised the Blood of his Son, and all 
ortal Blessings that he purchased vnth 

this therefore you are judged, and 
?d. And as for any Thing that has 
ike Virtue and Humanity in your 
and Conduct, the Exercise of it has 
at Measure been its own Reward, if 
>re any Thing more than Form and 
in it; and the various Bounties of' 
Providence to you, amidst all your 
ess Provocations, have been a thou- 
nes more than an Etfuivalent for such 

and imperfect Virtues as these. You 
herefore chargeable vtrith the Guilt of 
ind Oifences. for whinh vou havp nn 
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66 Want of Thouffhi, or not being 

§. 9. But you will, peibtpi, be rewiy I 
say, ■ Yon did not expect all tbi» : You did m 
' think the Consequences of n^leeting Bt 
' ligioa would hxre been to JiUal.' And «rii 
did you not t/iink it f Why did not you en 
mine more attentively, and more impanialljr 
Why did you suffer the Pride ana Folly i 
your vain Htart to take up with such tupa 
Jiriat Appearancet, and (rust tie light 5i>gg0 
lions of your own prejudiced Mind n^ainit I) 
express Declaration of the Word of GOB 
Had you reflected on Hit Character, as ilr 
Supreme Governor of the World, you won] 
have seen the Necessity of such a Day of R 
tribution, as we are now referring to. Ut 
c ihpDivmc Auihi 




^s to do otherwise^ no Plea, 67 

plain Language, that it needed no 
v Study to understand it. He tried 
irith AJlictiom^ as well as with Mar- 
vDoken you out of your fsAaX Lethargy : 

token awakened, you would lie down 
x>n the Bed of Sloth. And now, 
as your Dreams might be, you must 

in sorrow ". Reflection has at last 
I you, and must be heard as a Tor- 
ince it might not be heard as a Friend. 
But some may perhaps imagine, that 
riant Apology is yet unheard, and that 
y be Room to say, * You were, by the 
ty of your Nature, impelled to those 
, which are now charged upon you as 
; whereas it was not in your Power 
' avoided them, in the Circumstances 
:h you were placed.' If this will do any 
; indeed promises to do much ; so much , 
ill amount to nothing. If I were dis- 
answeryou upon the Folly and Mad- 
rour own Principles, I might say, that 

Consideration, which proves it was 
f for you to offend, proves also that it 
try for God to punish you; and that 



•» 



68 Want of Thought will be no Plea. 

It is a Scheme full of Confusion and HoTnvi 
You would not, 1 am sure, take it from a 
ieruQir/, who liad rvbOed yuH, and theD^rtrf ' 
youT Houst: You would never inwardly be- ', 
lieve, tliat he could no( hme helped it, or thJDk, | 
that lie bad ^r)^ eicvied himirlf bjr tuek • 
Ptiii. And I am persuaded, you would be M 
tar irom presumbg lo offa- it to God at tkt 
grial Uuy> ihat you would nol venture to Ami 
it into a Prayer even now. Imagine, that you ' 
saw a Mairjaclor dyin^, uitli such Words H 
these in his Mouth : ' Oh God, it is me, I did 
■ indeed rufr and murder my Fellow-Croat uref; 
' but Thou knowest, that, tis r^ Circumtliairet 
' were ordered, I could do no othenam : My 
' rt'siitihiv detennimd by the Mo- 





t miftitwlimm BluU, miA bow eastlir the most 
:|MnU^ Of iiew n^ by a mor- 

' tilibil^ JDwydaiarif ; How much more then 
^fflo V ^ a i iw W gt atf flear^ andean, in 
MfMB««l^>Mk t»4i|Ni»«fte ComtUtice a most 
MrttiMi— < imntUile CammiUmf Wb&t 
■A^HKfM ^ wbik yonilmi^ tomoicted in 
i^fhwwirtnrfGoD? Whit rtotfU yott (io, 
te Ud j f o mf Ftmot vnder in »ncMmi iSfnte of 
" > GmiI^^ and piepare ^fouTsdf to 
19 #hidi' Hiir Im pronounces 
joaf ' ¥oii mtwt^/ffri the Execution 
lit th6 CKoifwl doei nol at length deliver 
fm; and you must Jkel something of Me Ter- 
NT tfUr^^^ 700 can be excit^ to seek to 
4b^ Oo^ict for l^^oenmre. 

3V MsMTAT^i' of a Convinced Sinner, 
. .ghnH^^f ^ ^^ JPUas before GoD, 
( |^EPI/>RABL£ Condition, to which I 
fXj^ am indeed reduced! I have sinned; and 
*wkitiduiU I say unto Thee, Oh Thou Fre- 
^anvercfMen^? What shall I dare ^0 say ? 
^Faol that I was, to amuse myself with such 
^ ^fifing Exeuies as these, and to* imagine, 
' A«f eoald have any Weight in Thy tremen- 
^doDB Preience; or diat I should be able so 
'^■eh as tanwUion thetn there I I cannot pre- 
*kma» lb do it. I am silent and coitfbunded. 

* Mf Hoptt^ alas, are slain ; and my Soul it- 
^ ma is riSifcii to die too ; so far as an Immortal 

* 8bql csB cm : And I am almost ready to sa}', 
' OH tktit ii could die entirely / I am indeed a 
' CrImM In dto Hands of Justice, quite dis 

*■ jt. f ■ ■ > " I ■ . 

» Job vii. 20. 



73 SmMi-^oaHai'U AfnriUfuSlnMMite 

,:■'■,". ciiAP. VI. "-.v- 

Thg Sinaer Sebtenced. [ 
^. 1. 3. n< Sionn- calM tqua Winir A 
3. God'i Lau deu nai 

Curie: . 

5. ^nd Mr; tvnud iKtv H«U. 

6. T^B Jttdgmtnl Day iHaU wi 

7. 8. Th« Sab»ii<(if flf tlttl grtml 



afii; 



Depirt, Aocnraed, &B. '^t 

1.1 I'r.. f .;„ ^u MTl^Jy m<1 IMMfllMM^ 




Tk$ LmoframnmeesaCurie, 73 







Tlikigiohejwdged(fMan'9 
\§ ^b«t Im iMa$ sow jmtlgeik thee, i$ 
Hov thtmfiMiByaiMl trembiet while 
«h«^ Innv Ae wUi agitk to thee; or ra- 
«Uii I Atvr thee, from etpreis Scrip- 
_ hoer he delb men mum meak, and wluit 
Hb mMJktmtic end fcoomM Senfofiee o^ Ais 
1 of Bit Wafrf» who lieth eaid, ffea- 
Ihftl ikali pm$ away; hut not one 
^wnf Want MkaUe^erpati away K 
, JL Xiu Xav ^OOD speaks, not to thee 
Ob Bhiaeri not *» (Aee by any particular 
if botr io a meet mnwereal Language, 
im mii Tratupaton^ and levels its 
against eM Ofeneee, gmt or small, 
mnj Eieeption. And this is its Lan- 
Cmned is enerif cme, ihat eontinueth 
mi''i» mii Tkmg$ which are written in the 
htk of ike Law to do them*. This is its Voice 
WlhmwMe world; and this it speaks to thee. 
fei anvfiil Conlenii aie thy penmal Concern, 
Ok deader; and thy Conscience knows it. 
hr ftom camt m i mg ta all Things that are 
wMm ikeremr to do them, thou canst not but 
b eeneihlf, that kmamerdble EoiU have com- 
fmeed thee about \ It is then manifest, Thou 
wt ele Jim, whom it condemns; thou art 
nefr ntiw caned with « Curte, as God em- 

eatty make*; with the Curse of the 
Hifh Goi^: Yea, all the Curses whidi 
rtitas Ml the Book of the Law, are pointed 



j ^gaimt thee^* God may righteoosly execute 



') 



• 1 Cor. TT. 9, 4. * Mat, y. \^. 

•a^LULHK » ?8a\m x\. \*l. 



any of them upon Ihet in & Moment; andd 
tlioush thou al prettnl feelest dddc of then^l 
yet, if iafinite Mercy doth not prevent, it IH 
but a Utile whili, and they Hill come into lij^i 
Bowels like Water, till ibou an burst uuodMC 
with them, and sfaaU penetrate like Oil mw 
Ihy Bonei '. . ! J 

§. 4. Taut saith Ifae Lord, TlieSoiillAattmki 
tteth, it thalldU*. But ibou halt linned, aak\ 
ihererore thou ait under Sentence of Dvaflk \ 
And, Oh unhappy Creature, o/^ioAnfd DmIA/ ' 
What wilUAc £n(J of these Things be! TUt< ' 
the Agonies of dissolving Nature shall win 
thee 1 That thy Soul shall be torn away from 
ihy languishing liody, and ihuu , 
" • from leheace thoa wail h ' 




The Judgment Day will come. 75 

jHtpared; into Jhphet, which is ordained of old ^ 
even for Royal Sinnert as well as for others, 
10 little can any Hvman Distinction protect : 
He hath Made it deep and large; the Pile 
thereof is Fire and much Wood; the Breath of 
the Jjord like a Stream of' Brimstone shall kindle 
it ", and the flamiDg Torrent shall flow in upon 
it so fast, that it shall he turned into a Sea of 
liquid Fire; or, as the Scripture also expresses 
it, a Lake burning with Fire and Brimstone 
for ever and ever *'. This is the Second Death; 
and the Death, to which thou, Oh Sinner, by 
the Word of God art doomed. 

§. 6, Akd shall this Sentence stand upon 
Record in vain? Shall the Law speak it, uiul 
tie Gospel speak it? And shall it never be 
pronounced tnore audibly? and will God never 
require and execute the Punishment ? lie will, 
Oh Sinner, require it; and He will execute 
it; though he may seem for a while to delay. 
For well dost thou know, that he hath appoinfed 
a Day in which he will judge the whole World 
in Righteousness, by that Alan whom he hath 
ordained, of which he has given us Assurance in 
having raised him from the Dead '*. And when 
ijODJudgeth the World, Oh Reader, whoever 
thou art, lie will judge thee. And while 1 
remind thee of it, I would also remember, thut 
He will judge tne. And knowing the Terror 
of the JLord^^, that I may deliver my own 
Soul^^, I would with all Plainness and Sin- 
cerity labour to deliver thine. 

» Jsa. XXX. 33. »3 Rev. xx\. ft. 

" Acta xrii. 31. i* 2 Cor. v. W. 

'^ Ezek, xxxiii. 9. 



76 Intportamee itf that mo/kl Dag. Cb.6. 

^.7. IiBKBBFOKErcpeaf tbcwknin WuiH 
iDf. Thou, Oh Sinoer, thalt itaad b^brt (to 
JudgmeiU Seat of Cltnti^^. Thou ibtlt wet 
that pompom Appearance; tb« DetoriptiiM 
of which IS grown lo fiuniliar to thee, that lbs 
Repetition of it nwkei no J w y r ai w* on ^ 
Miad. Bat Mrely, Otmd u than now an, 
the shrill Xrumpa of Uw Ard^-Ait^ diall 
shake thy TOy&id: And if DOtiKaf olw «■ 
ouMiAen and «farM (Aee, the CootuImmi and 
Flatnei of a iixKimmg WorU thall do it. 

§. 8. Do3T thoo realljr Ihjnk, that (be latant 
of Cfirut'i final Appearance a onlj to rerowr 
hit Peopie from the Grave, and to roue them 
to Glory and Happiness? Whatever Assurance 
■ ■ ' ■ s}iiill be I ■' 




Sentence that will then be pass 

and Majesty, a Sentence, by which the rii 
Jadgmeot of God is to be revealed, 
kfe its most conspicuous and final Ti 
will be tncongiderable ; or the Punisk. 
vhich it shall consign the Sinner, be « 
tolerable ? There would have been little 
to epprehend that, even if we had b 
karely to our own Cor^ectures, what th 
fence should be. But this is far free 
the Case : Our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
ioite Condescension and Compassic 
been pleased to give us a Cojnf of t 
knee, and no doubt, a most exact Cop^ 
ifae Words which contain it, are wo 
being inscribed on every Heart. Thi 
amidst all the Splendour and Dignity ii 
be shall then appear, shall toy unto t 
kk mght" Hand, Come,ye Blessed of my 
xnkerit the Kingdom prepared for you J 
Fomdation of the World"^! And wl 
Word of a liing is^ there is Power in 
had these Words have a Power, whi 
justly animate the Heart of the humble 
tkm, under the roost overwhelming I 
and may fill him with Joy unspeakable < 
^ Glory **. To be pronounced the Bl 
the Lord/ to be called to a Kingdom J 
immediate, the everlasting Inheritanci 
and of such a Kingdom ! so well prepi 
glorious, so complete, so exquisitely fi 
the Delight and Entertainment of suet 
teres so formed and so renewed, that 
tppear worthy the eternal Counsels of 

» Mat. XXV. 34. » EccVea. 

'' 2 Peter 1.8. 
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have contrived it, worf^ his etettui Lore 10 hsfi 
prepared it, and to have delighted itself with tfaa 
Vtewsofbestowiogit upon hu People; BehoU, 
a btetsed Hope indeed ! a lively gloriou* Hopt, 
to which vie are begotttn again by the Rair~ 
rection of Chriajram the Dtad^, aodjormtd 



To redect, ' Tfaeu gracioiu Words ■) 
' speak to time, to Multitudes, but not to mat 
' Un me there is no BUuedneu pronounced: 
' For me there is no Kingdom prepared.' Bat 

S rlmi M 1 Alas, S.TUi|-.r, our Lord liillh ^ive 




most miserable Part of the Creation. 
1 so INTO Fire: And Oh consider, 
f Fire! Is it merely into one fierce 
bich shall consume you in a Moment^ 
ith exquisite Pain ? That were ter- 
ut Oh, such Terrors are not to be 
rith these. Thine^ Sinner, is ever- 
Fire: It is that J which our Lord 
;uch awful Terras described, as pre- 
iCPe, where their Worm dieth not, and 
is not quenched ; and then says it a 
■me, where their Worm dieth not, and 
is not quenched; and again, in won- 
»mpassion, a third Time, where their 
eih not, and the Fire is not quenched^, 
it originally prepared, or principally 
for you : It was prepared for the 
ND HIS Angels ; for those^rsf grand 
rho were immediately upon their Fall 
to it : And since you have taken Part 



ao Tkt Sentence mil be executed. Ch. 

true lVitiuu^,aai-wbo tinaelfiitoprmwm 
the Senteaee ? 

§. 10. And when it ii liia prenounct^ a 
proDouDced by Him, shall it not aiaa be i 
ccultd? Who could imag^ine the ooDttai 
\S'ho could imagine, lltrre ahould he mlt I 
potHpout Deflaration, to fill (he Miod onlj m 
vain ToTor; and that tiii Smletia iiiA 
vaiiith mlo SmokeJ You ma; euil; appiebci 
that thit would be a greattr R^naeh to 1 
Divine AdminiUnitioD, (hiui if Sentence wi 
rimer fa be petted. And therefore, we mil 
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♦^ 



Jiy Mind to endure such a Sentence, 
^ecution as this : For He will not 
as a Man^, whose Heart may some- 
him, when about to exert a needful 
verity, so that Compassion may pre- 
it Reason and Justice. No, He will 
tu a God, whose Schemes and Pur- 
11 immoveable as his Throne. I there- 
r to thee in his JSIame this Day, that 
? true, he will thus speak ; and that 
le^ he will thus act. And, on Sup- 
F thy Continuance in thine Impeni- 
Unbelief, thou art brought into this 
"Jase; that if'GOD be not ekher Jit fsc 
thou art undone^ thou art eternalli/ 

ECTION of a Sinner, struck with the 
Terror of this Sentence. 

ETCH that I am! What shall I 
do ? or whither shall I flee ? / am 
I theBalance,avd am found wanting'^. 
ideed my Doom; the Doom I am to 
•cm the Mouth of Christ himself; 
Mouth of Him, that died for the 



81 The Reftectio* of a Si»»er Ch.< 



conceal me from the Notice of Hit eyt ; an 
Hit Hand could reach me nith u much Eu 
t/iere. as any where else. 

' Wretch Meed that I ui) I Oh that I tn 
never been bom ! Oh that 1 had never fcuw 
the Dignity and Prengotitic of (he Ration 
Nature 1 FoJo/ JVerognfire indeed, that rei 
ders me obnoxious to Coademjiatian so 

Wrath! Oh that 1 had never ieen UKrucb 
in the will of GOD at all, rather than thi 
being Ihia imtructed, I ihonld twve dim 
garded aod transgi«ssed it ! Would U> Go] 
I had been allied to the meanett of the Himu 
Race, to tbem that come neareit to the SUI 
of the Bruta, rather llian that 1 should hai 




&I mArtk9 T€rr9r of ih9 Sentence. 93 

I'^Batwion have I to blame in all this, but 
■■l^ayMl^ Whttt httfe I to acnue^ but my ou;n 

.l!*l!P "KO^*^ ^0%' On what is all this 

Rmd to be ekaffed^ but on this one 

mnedCnuef thai ha?ing broken G<>i>'^ 

I Kneeled Hk Gotpeliool 

|<«TBt ffi^ Oh nv Soul, in the Midst of all 

domiU ibreboding Complaints. Can 

. i fkm IhtmimUy r^ted the Gotpel ? 

%b1 not to <Aat JD^y under the Sound of it ? 
'lit Semiemn it not yet g^me forth agaimt me, 
jti i demm hwte Manner. I am not yet rer- 
W^ amM mp weUr Wroth. Through all 
iUi ^OMoqr Pzo^pect OM lioy ^Bo^ breaks 
{jkiiiil It upmwle I may yet be dmvertd. 
S^nteviviog Thought! JKc^okc in it, Oh my 
%ei, <iei^h it be with Trembiing; and turn 
*thprif immediatdyto that God, who, though 
fpNoittd by Ten Thousand Offences, has not 
^jeteaeem m Hu Wrath, that thou thalt never 
'4e pvoAtted, to hold farther Intercourse mih 
'Him, or to enter i$Uo Hit Rett*^. 
' 't do then. Oh Blessed Lord, prostrate my- 
'arif m the Dmt before Thee. I own, I am 
'« eamtUmned and miterobie Creature, But m) 
^laagiMga is that of the humble Publican^ 
^009 ke mereykd to me a Sinner^! Some 
'flMml «kI confused Apprehensions I have 
'5f m Ways ^ whiefa I may possibly escape. 
*Qk GoSi whMeter that Way is, shew it me, 1 
^banaeb thee ! Point it out so plainly, that 1 
*wmf not be able to mistake it ! And Oh, re- 
' teS eiie mm Heart to t#, be it e?er so humbling 
*hek99ateopam/iii/ 

Mow.lU ei L,k©x^u\-\^ 



84 Helpltu State of a SuMfr. 

' Surely, Ltuxl, I hue miirA lo kanti bi 
> be Thou mu TeacAa-! Stay Tor a litde fiii 
' up-lifted Hand; and in Thine iofiiiiie Con 
' passion delay the Stroke, tUI I eoquirs a litl 
' Rinher, bow I aay _fit»Uji avoid it /' 



The helpletB State of the Sinner niMlerC 
Condemnation. ^ 

f . 1 . 2. Th> Smntr urged to coaiidir, haw h* Ml' 

be lantdj'nm thit impending Ituia. 
3,(1.) Natbr/anjiTlihigh^eaaitfer. 
^■ (3.) Nor bg any Thing kt can mdurt. 
3, (3.) Nor *,» any Tk'iug he enn <L' i„ iht Couvm 




r ujoac 9U1I1C jiiiipicsaitrii, lud&es iiiiu cagtr 

ind unwilling to be silenced and removed. 
I. Wilt thou not then. Oh Sinner, ere 
jcecution is done, that Execution which 
)erhaps be done this very Day, wilt thou 
ist ubout in thy Thoughts, what Measures 
be taken for Deliverance ? Yet what 
ures can be taken ? Consider attentively, 
is an Affair of Moment, Thy Wisdom, 
ower, thy Eloquence, or thine Interest, 
ever be exerted on a greater Occasion, 
lu canst help thyself^ do. If thou hast 
cret Source of lielief, go not out of thyself 
ler Assistance. If thou hast any Sacrifice 
er ; if thou hast any Strength to exert ; 
■ thou hast any Allies on £^th, or in the 
ble World, who can descend and deliver 
take thine own Way, so that thou mayest 
I delivered at all, and we may not see thy 
But say, oh Sinner, in the Presence 

« tnhnt .^/irfiiirfi thrm wilt' ni-oconf Di^htif 



S6 He cannot atmu for Si», Ch.^ 

Bumt-Offtrijigt, mth Caleet of a Ttar oU 
WUl the Lord be pUaud trUh TAauimdi t 
Rami, or loith Ten TAoutawdi tf iUtwrt f 
Oil ' J AIbs, wen thou u great a Prince ■ 
Sohmon himself, and couldsl thou indeed pw 
chase lucA Sacrijka a» these, theie would I 
no Room to mention them. LdMnoK uoul 
not be a^Uat to bunt, nor ail the Bean 
thereof Jor a Burnt- Offering*. Exen undi 
(Ant DupeniotioR, which admitted andrequm 
Saerijieet in some Coies, tU mood of Bd 
and ofGoatt, though it eiempled the Offeiuli 
from bnher Temporel Punishment, couid m 
take auNiy Sin ', nor prevail by any Means I 
puf^^tAeContciencein theSightofGoD. Aa 
it Sinil, that had dimeoueht yrexumotuomi 
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I 

■ «;■■' 
I- 



» by another kind of Blood, than that 

W8 in the Veins of thi/ Children^ or 

ion. 

ViLT thou then suffer thj/telf, till thou ■ -.. 

le full aatisfiustion ? But loAere nhall • :|'; 

faction be made ? — Sliall it be fry of^ \ ) 

!t to be endured in this mortal momen- \ ■ 

? U the Jjii^ice^GOD then esteemed 

a !Z*Asf^, that the Sorrows of a Jew 

Hild suffice to answer its Demandsf^^ 

hou speak oi future Sufferings, in the 

World? If thou dost, that is not De-- 
; and with Regaid to that I may Ten- 
ly, When thou hast made full Satis^ 
hou wilt be released : When thou hast 

utmost Farthing of that Debt, thy , , 

Joors shall be opened. In the mean 
u must make thy Bed in Hell^: And, 
ippy Man, wilt thou lie down there, 
:ret Hope, that the Moment will come, 
i Rigour of Divine Justice will not be 
aflict any Thing more than thou hast 

and when thou mayest claim thy Dis- 
; a Matter of Right ? It would indeed 
for thee, if thou couldst carry down 
i such a Hope, false and flattering as it 
alas, thou wilt see Things in so just a 
lat to have no Comfort but this, will 
al Despair. That one Word of thy 
i, EvERLASTiKG Fire ; that one Decla- 
Vhe Worm dieih not, and the Fire is 
ched; will be sufficient to strike such 
[)t into blank Confusion, and to over- 
see with hopeless Agony and Horror, 

* f aaim cxxxix. 8. 



SB The SiHHfr aamot be Mated Ch. 7. 

§. 5. Oit do jrou think, that four ./kMH[ 
Rel'ttrmatiom, ond DUigence tn Dtity jor HM 
Time to come, nil! pTOcure jmur Di»rJiargetH>m 
this Sentence 1 Take heed, Sinner, u/iat Kim 
ff Obedience ibou ihinkest of ofiering to m, 
holy God. Tlial mast be spollea Bad roMl 
p/ete, which hi} Infinile Sanctitj cftD yppr^m 
and accept, if be consider thee in thyKlfaUiM 
There must be no Inconalancy, no FoigulfuM 
ness, no Mixture ef Sin, anending- it. AM 
wilt thou, enfieMed at thou art, nndeitake w 
render ttich an Obedience, and ihtA/or alt HP 
RemaiTider of thy Lifel In vain wouidit thov 
iittanpt it, GTen tor one day. Nev) Gailt wonM 
immedialely plunge thee into New Huin. Birf 




by hii own Obedience J or 89 

much as a Trifle to remember it by ; if 
couldst denre to remember so inconstant, 

K) treacherous a Friend, as the World has 

r. Akd when you are dead, or when you 
lying, can your wi^iU Companiont tave 

Is there m^ one tjthem^ if be were ever 
3sirou8 of doii^ it, that can give unto 
> a Ramomforyou^^ to deliver you fixnn 

dawn to tie Grvne^ or from going down 
*Ut Alas, you will prohably be $o sentible 
$, that wh^ you lie on the Border of the 
e, you will be unwilling to see, or to eori- 
wUh thoH^ that were once your favourite 
\anwn$. They will afflict you^ rather than 

1 yaUf even then : How much less can they 
e you before the Bar ofGOD, when they 
verwhdmed with their own Condemna- 

). As for the Powers of Darkness, you 
ire, they will be far from any Ability , or 
tat ion to help you. Satan has been watch- 
id labouring for your Destructiim, and he 
riwnph in it. But if there could be any 
of an amicable Confederacy between you, 
would that be, but an Association in Biun ? 
he day of Judgment of ungodly Men, will 
e the Judgment of these rebellious Spirits ; 
he Fire into which thou. Oh Sinner, must 
t, is that which was prepared for the Devil 
0$ Angels*, 

• Will the Celestial Spirits then save thee ? 
hey interpose their Potoer, or their Prayers, 
' ruvour?Aa Jolerposition of Pouter, NiVea 

Psalm xUx. 7. • Matt, xxv, 4\. 



90 by Intercession of Saints. Ch, 7. 

Seiileiice is gonejbrlh against thee, were al 
of Rebellion againsf Heuven, which these ho| 
and excellent Crealures would abhor 
when the final PUatare aj'tlu Judge is knowl% 
instead of infcrrfijing in vain for the w 
Criminal, ihn/ would rather, with anieat Z 
for the Glocy of thelf Lord, and conlial Act 
eacence in the Delermi nation of his Wht 
and Justice, prepare to exeaite it. Yea, di 
cull as it may at pmeiit be to conceii 
a certain Truth, that the Servants of I 
who now most lendsrlj love you, and mi 
ieciionately seek your Salvation; n 
Itiase. who ace allied tu you in the n 
Bonds of Nature, or of Friends' ' 



*he Sinner's Lamentation, 91 

^ ReMCuCf which while Things continue 
ient Circumstances they are, neither 
r Hell, nor Heaven can afford you. 

.AMEN T ATI ON of G Sinner, in this 
miserable Condition. 

>leful, uncomfortable, helpless State ! 
I Wretch that I am, to have reduced 
o it ! Poor, empty, miserable, aban- 
reaturel Where is my Pride, and the 
nets of my Heart ? Where are my Idol 
whom 1 have loved, and served, after 
ave walked,and whom I have sought ^^, 
aave been multiplj/inf: my Transgres- 
kinst the Majesty of Heaven ? Is there 
't to have Compassion upon me ? Is 

Hand to save me? Have Pity upon 
Pity upon me. Oh 7ny Friends, for the 
'God hath touched me ^\ hath seized 
ieel myself in it, and what shali I do? 

they have Pity upon me : But alas, 
)le a Compassion ! Only, if there be 
'e in the whole Compass of Nature any 
»11 me where it may be found f Oh 
out ; direct me towards it ; or rather, 
ded and astonished as my Mind is, 
by the Hand, and lecui me to it! 
B Ministers of the Lord, whose Office 



92 The Sinntr't Lamenta 

' tued,) while you perhapt han 
' Xouft, or gkndng an Eye upo 
' to the atker Side ". Yet alai, 
' ntine, what can your Interp' 
'it be alone? If the LOSD dot 
canyeAelp me"? 

•OA God of the ^>inti o 



mute £.ye* u 
IS ouj o/^ffa 
bee at feast /n 



to Tbee at leaatjhm ihe Bo 
' while 1 lie before Thee in Ihit i 
' I know that Thine JliMh 
' bottndleu G race can slill find 
' my Recovery. 

■Thou an He, whom 1 hav 




These awful Things not 93 

4 'Ml, aeeordingto the Multitude of Thy tender 
fMeria^I Oh point out the Path to ^Ae City 
"R^! Oh lead me Thyself in the Way 
~' 'mg^I I know in the general , that Thy 
is the only "Remedy: Oh teach Thf 
'jhlinti to administer it. Oh prepare mine 
to receive it I and suffer not, as in 
loftancesy that Malignity which has 
itself Uirough all my Nature, to turn 
noble Medicine into Poiton ! * 



CHAP. VIII. 

Irwi of Salvation by Christ brought to 
At ooDTinced and condemned Sinner. 

1. The awful Things which have hitherto been saidt 

ktended, not to grieve y but to help, 

ifier tome Reflection on the Pleasure with which 

I MiniMter of the Gospel may deliver the Message 

with which he is chaiged, 

§ad tome Reasons for the Repetition of' what is in 

ifoculaticn so generalltf known^ 

i. the Author proceeds briefly to declare the Sub' 

(caee of thete glad Tidings; viz. That God, 

moing in his Infinite Compassion sent his Son to 

%tfor Sinners, is now reconcileabU through Him : 

). So that the most heinous Transgressions shall 

« entirely pardoned to Believers, and they made 

empUtely and eternally happy, 

t Sinner's Reflection on this good News. 

l. T^/fY dear Reader ! It is the great De- 
JLt J. sign of the Gosptly and wherever 
s oordialW received, it is the glorious Effect 
it, to Ju/ the Heart with Senl\mei\\.% oi 



" ^«^ n.l. » Psalm cxxxix. SL4 . 



94 deng»td to grieve but ke^. 

Lone; to teach us to aMor all tin 
RigOHT and Severity, and lo Might, 
Crtef, but in ibe Happiaai of ou 
CreUarec., I can hardly appreheod 
can be a Ciritlitni, who taiet Pkatt 
DiitTtMfwbich appears evwi in a Bn 
ten in Muf of a iftunoR Mind; an 
allj, in ukA Dutrtit at the ThouDb 
been propoiing must give, iF there Di 
AttentioD to ^r Weight and Energ; 
often felt a lender Segret, while I I 
repteaenting these Things; and 1 c< 
viuhed from mine Heart, that it had 
ncceuary lo have placed them in so u 
so paiiiful a Light. " 
self lo ; " ■ ■■ 




V News of Salvation published » 95 

^ liuch delight mine own Heart, ^vhiIe I pro- 
i dnm them, and will I hope reach, and revive 
; even the Tidings of Sahutumy by the 
' and Righteousness of the Redeemer. 
I give it thee, for thy greater Security, 
^tk Words of a gracious and forgiving God, 
He i$ in Christ reconciling the World unto 
dfy and not imputing to them their Tres- 

4 

' • 

5.3- This is the best News that ever was 
1, the most important Message which God 
KDtto his Creatures: And though I doubt 
at all, but living, as you have done, in a 
fion Country, you have heard it often, 
kps a Thousand and a Thousand Times ; 
, with all Simplicity and Plainness, repeat 
you again, and repeat it as if you had 
' heard it before. If thou, Oh Sinner, 
Idst nowybr the first Time feel it, then will 
f .. " A'eu? Gospel unto thee, though sofa- 
to thine Ear; nor shall it be grievous for 
to speak what is so common, since to you it 
^t and necessary*. They who are most 
f^ly and intimately acquainted with it, in- 
**! of being cloyed and satiated, will hear it 
^ distinguished Pleasure ; and as for those 
jj^ have hitherto slighted it^ I am sure they 
H Need to hear it again. Nor is it absolutely 
t'^fwihle, that some one Soul nt least may read 
':i •« Lines, who hath never been clearly and 
it.'W instructed in this important Doctrine, 
..i **gh his everlasting All depends on knowing 
f. W receiving it. 1 will therefore take Care, 
y'. 'tt such a one shall not have it to j)iead al \\\fe 

'2Cor.r. 19. 5 Pbil. m.\. 



1 

r 



96 Chrut Ment to die far Stnneri. Ch 

Bar of God, that though be Imdm a CMm 
Country, be vas necer pidoly and bithf 
taught the Doctrint if Sahatiott by Ji 
Christ, the Wm/, the Truth, and the Lyk._ 
vkom alone we come unto the Father.* 

§.4. looiS\e,tt(orite*HfymttoyoathitZ 
that the holy and gncious Mi^etty of Hw 
and Earth, fbreseeing the/atal Jpotltmr < 
which the whole Human Uace nould (all, 
not determine to deal in a Way of tiriet 
rigonmi Severitu with us, ao as 10 teal ut 
under unKXT-fa^Avin and ijievilabie Damnati 
But on the contrary, he delermiited to e 




11^ to die for Sinners, 97 

er he had gone through inces- 
continued Fatigues, and borne 
ig Ir^uriet, which the Ingrati- 
« of Men could inflict, he vo- 
\ted himself to Death, even the 
"OM ' ; and having been delivered 
I, toas raised again for our Jus- 
}T his Resurrection, he continued 
I Earth to give his Followers 
If Evidences of it, and then as- 
oven in their Sight *^ ; and sent 
from thence upon his Apostles, 
in the most persuasive and au- 
aner, to preach the Gospel^^: 
en it in Charge to them, and to 
very Age succeed them in this 
IBce, that it should he published 
ire ", that all who believe in it 
>y Virtue of its abiding Energy, 
itable Power and Grace of its 
, who is the same Yesterday, 3V 
ver *^. 

jospel do I therefore now preach, 
into thee, Oh Reader, with the 
J, that, through Divine Grace, it 
Dai/ be Salvation to thy Soul **. 
i, andconsiderit, whosoever thou 
ely as these Words are now be- 
), so sure it is, that the Incar- 
'JD, was made a Spectacle' to the 
Angels, and to Men **; his Back 
^gts, his Head with Thorns, his 

9 Rom.iv.^b. 
n. " LukeM\v.40. 

" ICox.W.^. 

r 



98 The Sufferings that Christ endured 

LtMib; stretched out as on a Ract, und tiailedil 
the accursed Tret ; and ia this miserable C'tiSi 
tion lie waa hu)ig tip bi/ his Uandi and hit i^M 
e,D Object of public Infamy and ConieisU 
Thus did be dii, in the Midst of alt the TmM 
and ImuUi of hb cruel Enemies, uho Ihinlti^ 
for his Blood; and, which was the saddegl Ci*H 
cumslunce of all, in the i&\ii\oHhcse Agomm 
with which he closed tlie most innocent, pal 
feet, and useful Life that was ever spent upfljl 
Earth, he had not thoK Supporti of the f^^MC 
Frcictice, which anful Men have often expMf" 
lanced, when they iiare been tufiering for tW 
Testimony of their Conscience. Thty have olttii 
it into Transports of Joi/ and Sunp a^ 




nw designed to atone for Sin. 99 

joa in the Words of the Apostle, Be it 
•nto you thtrefore, that through this Man 
hed unlo you the Jorgivenas of Si^ '* i 
s hi* Command, just after he rose from 
id, that Repentanci and Semittum of 
mid bt prtuched in Ail Name unto all 
I, begirtaing at Jerutalem " ; the very 
irhere his Blood had so lately been shed 

a cruet Manner. I do therefore testify 
.n the Words of anotherinspired Writer, 
-ulmu mode Sin, thalis, aSin'Ofiering 
'hough he kneui no Sin, that uie might be 
e RtghteouKiettofGODinhim"; (hat 
t through the tUghleoutnett he has 
t out, and the Atonement he has made, 
ht be accepted fry God at righteous, and 

only pardoned, but received iuto his 
To you ii the word if IhU SahalUm 

and to you. Oh Reader, are the Bles- 
'it even now offered by God; sincerely 

so that, after ul that 1 have said under 
ner Heads, it is not yourhaviug broken 

of Gov, that shall prove your Sum, 
lo not also r^ecl his Gospel. It is not 
ic Legions of Sim, which rise up m 
Array against you, that shall be able to 

you, if Vnbelirf do not lead them on, 
lof Impeniteacy do not bring up the 

1 know, that (ruiff is aTimorous thing; 
therefore speak in the Words of GOD 
'; norcanany bemorecomfortable: Me 
ieveth on the Son, hath everlasting Life "; 

Uiall never come into Condemnation " ; 



» Luke ^•. 
' Acts X' 



100 Whosoever believeth shall be s- 



md. 



There a tha-ejbn now lul Condemnation, op 
Kind or Degree of it, to them, to any one i 
Ihem, who are in Chriit Jaus, who walk n 
after Ike Fleih, but after the Spirit", Y(. 
have indeed been a very great Sinntr, and yot 
OHences have truly been attended with n ~ 
iei)ioas Aggravalioni ; oevertheless you n 
rejoice in the Assurance, that where S' ' 
aboimdedjthere sitall Grace miidi more al 
thai where Sin hath reigned unto Death, w 
it has had its most unlimited Sway, &nd tntm' 
unresisted Triumph, there shall ItighleotaMi 
reign to eltmai Life Ikroi/gh Jesus C/triit ov| 
Lord". Thai Ri'ghteotaness, towbich on (fr, 
lieving in him 6iou vilt be inlitled, shall ni 




The Sinner's Reflection. 101 

» his Acceptance. It is indeed true, that 
Faith be sincere, it will certainly produce 

But I have the Authority of the Word 
B to tell thee, that if thou thin XXmt sin- 
believest in the Name of the Son q^jOD^ 
halt this Day be taken under his Care, 
I numbered among those of his Sheep, to 

he hath graciously declared, that he will 
Vernal Life, and that they shall never 
*• Thou hast no Need therefore to say, 
hall go up into Heaven, or who shall des- 
ito the Veep for me ? For the Word is 
keCf in thy Mouth, and in thine Heart ^. 
this jouful Message I leave thee ; with 
lithful Saying, indeed worthy of all Ac- 
ion ** ; with this Gospel, Oh Sinner, which 
hife ; and which, if thou dost not reject 
I be thine too. 

S»/t7ier*» Reflection on this good News. 

H my Soul, how astonishing is the Mes- 
sage which thou hast this Day received! 
re indeed often heard it before ; and it is 
■n so common to me, that the Surprise is 
ensible. But reflect. Oh my Soul, what 
thou hast heard ; and say, whether the 
le of the Saviour, whose Message it is, 
not well be called Wonderfil, Counsel- 
, when He displays before thee such 
xders of Love, and proposes to thee such 
fisels of Peace ! 

lessed Jesus, is it indeed thus ! Is it not 
Fiction of the Human Mind ? Surely it is 
What HumanMind could have in'oented 



^bnx.28. 29 Kom.x.6,-i,Vi». 

Tim. I. 16. 31 is^ ^^^ ^^ 



102 7"Ae Sinners Refiectioa Ch. 8. , 

' ot cmuxivtdUi Is itapiatn,ctr(ai™ Jaeljthttj, 
' Thou didst leave the Magnificence and Joyd^. 
' the ilcavrnli/ World, in Coinnassion to lurk B>,i 
' HWcA Bi I ! Oh hadat Thou, from titg. 
' Height of Dignity and Felicity, only 'ooJmC 
' doiiintipoameforaMoiiicnl,u\dsenitamegri£^ 
' cioiu 11 Wd to me for my Direction and Coank 
' fort, even by the /rait tg Thy Serrmi's, jural, 
' mi|;lit I hare proilrated nn/ielj'in grateful Attn^ 
' miralion. and hate kilted C/ie ver^ FailsUpttPi 
' him, Chut pabiiihed the Salvatimi ". But dtdtf , 
' ThoucoadtKendiohe rAj^se/J'the Messennerl „ 
■ IVhut Grace had thai been, though lllOtt ^ 
' hadsl6ii(oncein Person matie (As Dedaratimi ^ 
medialeiy returned back to the ThroM,'. 




On this good News. 103 

lat sent the Word of this Salvation to 
I let me not, for Ten Thousand Worlds, 
he Grace of God in vain ^ 1 Oh impress 
tpdupon my Soul, till its saving Virtue 
sed over every Faculty I Let it not only 
iand acknowledged^ and professed^ but 
lake it Thy Power to my eternal Sidva- 
and raise me to that humble tender 
ude, to that active unwearied Zeal in 
rvice, which becomes one to whom so 
% forgiven '^y and forgiven upon such 
as these! 

1 a sudden Glow in mine Hearty while 
idifigs are sounding in mine Ears : But, 
it not be a slight superficial Transport / 
not thiSf which I would fain call my 
an Joyy be as that /bo/tsA Laughter, with 
[ have been so madly enchanted, like the 
ng Blaze of Thorns under a Pot '® / Oh 
ne to secure this mighty Blessings this 
s Hope, in the Method which Thou hast 
ted I and preserve me from mistaking the 
' Nature f while it catches a Glimpse of 
;cue from Destruction, for that Consent 
ace^ which embraces and ensures the 
>rance ! 

CHAP. IX. 

e particular Account of the Way, 
vbich this Salvation is to be ob- 
ed. 

% Enquiry into the Way of Salvation b\) 
' Afi/tt^ supposed, 

Cor. Ti 1 36 Kom.Uie. 

ikeyu.47. 38 EcoUs. ▼U-i^ 
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All Self-Dependai. 



ral dirtcl£d to Reptoliael 



f.3. TheSinnt 
and Faitk, 

3. Olid wged ta giiit up all Self-DepKidaaee, ' 

4. (ihd ta isifc Salvation by Free Grace. ■'~ 

5. A Summary vfinDrtpaTticulaTDiTtctianiupt^ 
poacd : ft. 

6. (1.) Thit tht Sinnir turn himtlfto CArilt, \* 
T. irith d,ep Abkm-rence of hit ftrrmer Siru, W 
B. and ajirat Raalutioa offivrtalaog thtm. la 
9. (2.) 'All ht tBlmiU, oo-nmt his &W JnM MU 

Hand! of Chritt, Iht great vital Act n/ fajtl, %. 
' " ' ■ mnplijied at (orgs. 



IH3.) That 111 mala it in Fmllhi gnrerningCgt*2 

of hiifutura Lift to obey <i»d imitati Ckrilt, ? 

1*2. This the aaly Method </ dblaiui>i(,' Giiipe(-W- ^ 
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entance toward GOD, and of Faith in our 
i Jems Christ ' ; That good old Doctrine^ 
:h the Apostles preached, and which 710 Alati 
pretend to change, but at the Peril of his 

Souly and of theirs who attend to him. 

3. I suppose, that you are, by this Time, 
inced of your Guilt and Condemnation, 
of your own Inability to recover yourselves. 
me nevertheless urge you io feel that Con- 
on yet more deeply, and to impress it with 
a^reater Weight upon your Soul ; that you 
I undone yourself, and that in yourself is not 
' Helpfound*. Be persuaded therefore, ex- 
tsly, and solemnly, and sincerely to give up 
Seif-Deptndance ; which, if you do not 
rd against it, will be ready to return secret Ij/ , 
>re it is observed, and will lead you to at- 
pt building up what you have just been dt- 

. 4. Be assured, that if ever you are saved, 
I must ascribe that Salvation entirely to the 
*e Grace 4^ God. l{,guilty and miserable as 
L are, you are not only accepted, but crowned, 

I must lay down your Crown with all 
nWe Acknowledgment before the Throne *. 
> Flesh must glory in his Presence ; but he 
t glorieth must glory in the Lord: For of 
t are we in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
to us Wisdom, and Righteousness, and Sane- 
cation, and Redemption. ' And you must be 
isible, you are in such a State, as, having 
te of these in yourselves, to need them in an- 
\er. You must therefore be sensible, that 

II are ignorant and guilty, polluXed and cu- 



^"^^^'V' * Hos.xlii.9. 

Rev. IV. 20. 6 1 Q^^ . ^9_3A . 
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slaved; or, as oar Lord expresses it, with i*' n 
E9rd 10 some wKo were miileto Chrittian Pra^\, 
iession, Ilmt as Sinners, t/oti are wretched, at^' , 
miinoble, and poor, and blind, and naked'', ^ 
§, 5. If these Viens be deeply impremd 1 
upon your Mind, you will be prepared to re- i 
teise what I am now to say. Hear therefin* ' 
ID a few Words gour Duly, your Remedy, sai 
your Safely ; wbicli consUts in (Aii, 'That jrMt ' 
' must turn to Chritt, with a deep Abhorrenrt 
' of yourfonnerSina, mdafina RaolutionM ' 
' forsaking them ; firming thai Reiolfition is 
' the Strength of his Grace, and filing your 
' Depejidance on Him for yoat Acceptaace tuili 
' God, even while you are purposing to da 
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foa desire to be delivered ? Look to that great 
Deliverer : And though you should be 50 over- 
theimed with Guilty and Shame, and Fear, 
ud Horror^ that you should be incapable of 
feakijig to him, JiUl doxon in this speechless 
Jonfusion at his Feet ; and behold htm, as the 
Lamb of GoD, that taketh away the Sin of the 
World'^K 

^. 7. Behold him therefore with an atten* 
i?e Eye, and say, Whether the Sight does not 
lovcA, and even melt thy very Heart ! Dost thou 
lot J'tely what a fooUsh, and what a wretched 
Creature thou hast been ; that for the Sake of 
mch low and sordid Gratifications and Inte^ 
tsts^ as those which thou hast been pursuing, 
isoa shouldst thus kiU the Prince of Life^^ ? 
Behold the deep Wounds, which he bore for 
Jiee. Look on him whom thou hast pierced, 
md surely thou must mourn^^, unless thine 
Heart be hardened into Stone. Which of thy 
oast Sins canst thou reflect upon, and say, 
' For this it was worth my white, thus to have 

* injured my Saviour, and to have exposed the 
Son of God to such Sufferings ? ' And what 
future Temptations can arise so considerable 
that thou shouldst say, * For the Sake of this^ 

• I will crucify my Lord again '* ? Sinner, thou 
wiust repent ; thou must repent of every Sin ; 
and must forsake it : But if thou doest it to 
any Purpose^ I well know it must be at the 
Foot of the Cross. Thou must sacrifice every 
Lusty even the dearest; though it should be 
like a Right Hand, or a Right Eye ^^ : And 
therefore that thou raayest, if possible, \ife uui- 



" Join i. 29, 13 Actau\.\^. 

'« Matt. r. 29, 30. 



108 Every Sin nuul ba fonakm, Ch. j^ j 

mattd to it, I have led thee to that AUar, 

which Chriit tumie^vraa ti '" " ■" ' 
Offering of a imrei imeilii 



which Chriit kmue^fraa taerifieatjbr tkee, ak 
" "" ing of a twnt imelliHg Sammr ". '*" - - 
yield up thyidf to Goi 



from the Dead"; and therefore I hsTe a 
ihee at what a Price he purcketed thee: 
thou Katl not redeemed mtk corruptible '. 
m Silver atid Gold, Intt tnith the prec! 
of the Son of God, that Lamb viit 
mish and viitko>U ^ict '*. And noi 
iisk thee, aa h^ore the Lord, What doet lUmi,} 
owa Heart my to it? Art thou grieved fKt'^ 
/hy former Offencei? An thou Killing tofim* 
Ml;e Ihi/ Sins I Art ihou iniltiiig to baoiae the 
liankful, cheerful Servant of him 




• 9- ■ ond the Soul committed to Christ, 1( 

CD convinced of the Evil of Sin, and of the Ncce 
'-i' tity and Excellence of Holiness. And that yc 
cii I may be enabled to do so in other Instances, yc 
must tit the first Flacey and as the first gre; 
Wvrk of God, (as our Lord himself calls it 
helieve in him whom G OD hath sent ^^ : Yc 
most confide in him ; must commit your Soi 
mto the Hands of Christ, to be saved by hi 
in his own appointed Method of Salvatioi 
This is the great Act of saving Faith ; and 
prey God, that you may experimentally hw 
what it means ; so as to be able to say, wit 
the Apostle Paul, in the near Views of Deal 
itself, I know whom I have believed, a?id a, 
penuaded that he is able to keep that which 
kave committed to him until that Day ^; tha 
great decisive Day, which, if we are Christian 
we have always in View. To this I would wr^ 
you ; and Oh that I could be so happy as i 
engage you to it, while I am illustrating 
in this, and the following Addresses ! Be a: 
sured, you must not apply yourselves immed 
ately to GOD, as absolutely or in hirase 
considered, in the Neglect of a Mediator, 
will neither be acceptable to him, nor safe ft 
you, to rush into his Presence, witlvout an 
Regard to his owri Son, whom he hath a] 
pointed to introduce Sinners to him. And 
you come otherwise, you come as one who 
not a Sinner, The very Manner qfpresentir, 
the Address will be interpreted as a Denial ^ 
that Guilt, with which he knows you at 
chargeable: And therefore he will not adm 
you, nor so much as look upon you. Axv^ ^ 
cordingly, our Lord, knowing how mwc\i e-ci 
Afan living was concerned in this, s^>^^'m 

" •^^*'' ^^*- 29. 22 2 Tim. i. \'i. 
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most universal Terms ; No Man cometh tuita 

the Father but by me", 

§, 10. Apply therefore to Ihii gloritna It»> 
deaner, amiable (as he will appear to even 
belieHng Eye) in the Bluod which he shed 
upon the Cna%, and in the Woundt which \t 
received there. Go to him, Oh Sinner, tU$ 
Dal/, Ikii Moment, with ail thy Sinn abati 
thee. Cojiatailhouart; for if thou wiltHewr 
apply to him, till thou art Jirtl righleoui aai 
holy, thou nilt never be righteoiu oTid hoiy al 
all ; nor camt be so oa this Supposition, unlcH 
there were lome Way of being so without himt 
and then, there would be no Occatioafiir op- 
plffiiig to him for Rig/iteousnesi and HoUnea. 
indeed as if it shoiilil be said, ihat a 




submitting to Christ. Ill 

and thine, for Thou art one with him^. 
e deserved Condemnation and Wrath; 
am, even at this very Moment, under 
fence of everlasting Destruction : A 
iictiony which will be aggravated by aU 
yntempt which I have cast upon Thee, 
ou bleeding Lamb of GOD : for I can- 
ind will not dissemble it before thee, 
have wronged Thee, most basely and 
tefuUy wronged Thee, under the Cha- 
of a Saviour, as well as of cr Lord. 
ow, I am willing to submit to Thee; 
have brought my poor trembling SotU, 
^e it in Thine Hands, if Thou wilt con- 
nd to receive it ; and if Thou dost not, 
t perish. Oh Lord, I lie at thy Feet : 
h out thy golden Sceptre, thai I may 
! Yea, if it please the King, let the 
rfmy Soul be given me at my Petition^^. 
e 710 Treasure, wherewith to purchase 
have no Equivalent to give thee for it : 
: that compassionate Heart of thine can 
Pleasure in saving one of the most dis' 
i Creatures under Heaven, that Plea- 
lou mayst here find. Oh Lord, I have 
hly attempted to be mine own Saviour ; 
will not do. I am sensible the Attempt 
In; and therefore I give it over, and 
Tiyself to Thee. On Thee, blessed Jesus, 
B everlasting Rock, do I desire to fir 
%chor. On Thee, as the only sure Foun- 
^ would I build my eternal Hopes. To 
''eaching, Oh Thou unerring Prophet of 
ord, would I submit: Be thy Doctrvae& 
mysterious, \i is enough J'or mc, X^^X 

tax. 5a 27 :EstK.W.W 



112 The Life must be answerable lo it. « 

* T/imi thyself hiat said it. To Chine Atom- * 
' ment, Obediena-, and Interceaion, Oh ThoB ■ 
' holy and ever-aeceplabie Hf^A-Pricsi, woald * 
' I trutt. And to th/ Gimernment, Oh Tbon « 
' exalted Sovertign, would I yitld a willing, *■ 
' delightful Sulyection. In token of Heverence fa 
' and Love, I kin ihe Son";! kiss Ihe GrounJ <L 

* before his Feet. I adinit thee, Oh my So- *m 

* i>i«ur,and iDeicame (Aee with unullerable Joy, * 
' to Ihe Thrinu: in my Heart. Ajscend it, and * 
' reign there foe Brer ! Suirfae wine Enernkt, * 
' Oh Lord, for they are thiim ; and nu/ce mt '< 

' thy failhfiii, thy iwalous Servnnl ; taichjvl in a 
' Death, aad iealima to Eternity! * 

it bu lAe Lnngik^ ^; 




i$ the only Way to Salvation, 1 13 

I nobler View you cannot entertain,) to 
livirtg Image of' Christ ; that so far as 
Dstances will allow, even those who have 
and read but little of hiiriy may, hy oh' 
r ycuj in some Measure see and know 
Kind of a Life that of the Blessed Jesus 

And this must be your constant Care, 
revailing Character, as long as you live. 
aust follow him, whithersoever he leads 
"nustJhUow, with a Cross on your Shoul- 
'hen he commands you to take it up ^^ ; 
o must be faithful even to the Death, 
ting the Crown of Life^. 
2. This, so far as I have been able to 
from the Word of God, is the Way to 

and Glory; the surest, the only Way 
an take. It is the Way, which every 
d Minister of Christ has trod, and is 
ng ; and the Way, to which, as he ten- 
'he Salvation of his own Soul, he must 

others. We cannot, we would not alter 

Favour of ourselves, or of our dearest 
ds. It is the Way, in which alone, so 

we can judge, it becomes the Blessed 

to save his Apostate Creatures. And 
^re, Reader, I beseech and entreat you 
sly to consider it ; and let your awn Conr- 
5 answer, as in the Presence of God, whe- 
ou are willing to acquiesce in it, or not, 
enow, that to reject it is thine Etermd 
h. For as there is no other Name under 
en given among Men whereby we can be 
", but this of Jesus of Nazareth, so there 

other Method but this, in YjVttcVv Jesu& 
Ywill save us, 

fat. xvi. 24. 3a j^^^ . V\. \^ . 

ct3 iV. J2. _ 
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-y 

Tlie Sinner deliberaling on the EfpedtMgr^? 
falling in witA thit Method efSatvatum, }. 
' /CONSIDER, Oh my Sool... 



rdSming, ton 
n bearif} Tobe thus AttmUc^thni MP- 1 
' tified, thus ttdgected! To to/te mkA a Tcl» { 
' upon me, and Id tarry it at long at I linl t 
' To give vp every darling Luil, though iaat to | 
as a Right ^e, and seemingly neceMVjr ] 
n R^Af Hand! To lufrtnif, not only wnf 
■ -Liyr, liul ifti/ Heart, to ihe Command and 
iCipline of another ! To have u lUujifr 




marMiitrati»gvhattodo. lis 



Ekiemy ; and that I bad dnnon out of 
t ZVeonrei, the Frke nilh which nw 
Mton mapunhaied. But must I Ae 
e^re omoIAct', ugtcijfy and couimMrf, 
landAe^f&n? And must tAc Oi%i- 
awUifrfw^ and must a Mediatoriite 
ntool MuttlK0(DfAeCroHlbrmy 
Ml, and (MJt nty Gury from the JajSmy 
i Mnatlbe ttr^)p«J of every plnnug 
M fo Xwiieoiinien, and ttand in thit 
t upon «X«w/ with the vUtit of Hal 
it Me Bar amiin^ the greatest Crimi- 
kedhig gnilty with them, and leeking 
ranet by lAot nrjr Jcf o^ Grace, 
y tka/ have obtained itl 
le Dot delibeiBtely say, T^it Mtthod 

.. .. /, . . ... 



I 



latonable. My Conscience testifies, 
have fiRneiJ, and cannot ie jiatijwd 
God, 01 on innocent, and oWie»( 
re. My Conscience telb me, that all 
'vmbling Circtamlatua are Jil : That 
It, a convicted Criminal should be 
t upon hit Knca: That a capthe Betel 
give up the Wet^^om of his Rebellion, 
no bpore hit Smsereign, if be expect 
e. Yea, my Reaton, as well as niy 
ence, tells me, that it is fit and necM- 
bat if I am laved at all, I should be 
'rom Ihe Power and Love o^ Sin, as 
s from Ihe Condemnation of it ; and 
■ Sovereign Mercy gives me a New 
after having deiaved Eternal QeotK, 
■Hji, I should yield »n(»elf to GOT», 
^om the Dead'*. Bat, OK lurrtthti 

•• Rom. »i. 13, 
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' Man that I am, Ifetl a Lam m «Qr Mtwt^ 
' bert, t&at uMtri againit the Lno Q^aty MM*^ 
' and opposes the Conviction of injr Raunii 
' and ConscKfice. Who thall deliver me trnl 

* this Bondage T Who ihtU make me wUtiMg 
' to do that, which I know in mj own Soul 10 
' be mott expeAe»t1 Oh Lord, «uMm my 
' Heart, and let it mot be draimt to tfnmgfy oM 
' Way, while the noblw Powers of my, iliui 

* would direct it another I Conquer cBery U- 
' cenlious Principle vithin, that it idbj be ml 
' Joy to be M witdy governed, and rettraiiKmt 
' KipuciMy, subdue my Friiie, tlmt Lordly 
' Cumiptioa, which lo ill suits an impoveriiAed 
' and a coudeamed Creature ; that T/iy Way of 
' Salvaliim may be mnliihle tn * " 




Convictions frequently wear off, 117 

4.) By the Worth of his own Immortal Soul. 
?he Matter is solemnly left with the Reader, as 
^ore Cod, 

Sinner yielding to these Entreaties, and de- 
aring his Acceptance of Salvation hy Christ, 

. nr^HUS far have I often known Cofi- 
J. vktiom and Impressions to arise, 
I might judge by the strongest Appear- 
eSy), ^hich after alt have worn off again, 
ae unhappy Circumstance of external 
nptatiofif ever joined by the inward Reluc- 
:e of an unsanctijied Heart to this holy and 
abling Scheme o/' Redemption^ has been the 
in of Multitudes, And through thcDeceii- 
less of Sin, they have been hardened ^, till 
f seem to have been utterly destroyed, and 
t without Remedy^. And therefore, Oh 
u immortal Creature, who art now reading 
le Lines, I heseecli thee, that while Affairs 
in this critical Situation, while there are 
ie Balancings of Mind between accepting 

1 rejecting that glorious Gospel which, in 
Integrity of my Heart, I have now been 

ing before you, you would 07ice more give 
an attentive AudiencCy while I plead, in 
}D^8 Behalf, (shall I say?) or rather in 
r own ; while as an Ambassador for Christ, 
! as though GOD did beseech you by me, I 
y you in Christ's Stead, that you would be 
mciled to GOD^; and would not, after 
se Awakenings and these Enquhies, by a 
uiness which it will surely be the doleful 
siness of a miserable Eternity to lament, 
ict this compassionate Counsel of GoD lo- 

Heb. Hi. 13, a p^o^^ „v^. \ . 

2 Cor. r. 20. 



Iia Sinner entreated, in God's Name: 

\, 2. One wou Idindeed imagine, tbere should 
be nn Need of Importunity here. One would i 
concluiie, that as 9Don as jierithing Sirmen -, 
an told, tliat on offended God is ready lo be ■ 
reconciled ; thai he offers them a full Pardoti I 
for all their a^ra»ated Sins; jea, that hei< ' 
wiUing to adopt them inlo hia f Bmily nour, Illal i 
he may at length adiait them to his Heavenlj | 
Presence, all should with the utmost readine» ' 
and Pleasure embrace sa kind a Message, and 
Jail at his Feet in speechless Tramporit of 
Astonishment, Gratitide, and Joy. But alu, ' 
we find it niueh othervise. We see Matti- 
ludes quite umnoved, and the Impressions which 
are made on mam/ more ate J'cehle and trait- 
tient. TfM it shniilH he thai with vnu. tth 



e Lome of a dying Redeemer : 119 

er a tender Child, whom, notwithstand- 
former ungrateful Rebellions, he ear' 
'ememben still*, I beseech and entreat 
by all this paternal Goodnesiy that you 
(as it were) compel him to lose the Cha- 
)f the gentle Parenty in that of the righ- 
'^udge ; so that, as He threatens with 
. to those whom He had just called his 
\d hU Daughters, a Fire should be kindled 
inger^ which should burn unto the lowest 

I BESEECH you farther, ^ by the Name 
jone of our dying Saviour J I beseedi 
f aU the Condescension of His Incama- 
by that Poverty^ to which He volunta- 
t>mitted, that you might be enriched with 
1 Treasures • ; by tul the gracious Invi- 

which he gave, which still sound in his 

aud still coming, as it were, warm from 
zart, are sweeter than Honey, or the 
-Comb"^. I beseech you, by all his 
IS Works oi Power and of Wonder, which 
Iso Works of Love, I beseech you, by 
nnory of the most benevolent Person, and 
st generous Friend, I beseech you, by 
emory of what he suffered, as well as of 
e said and did ; by the Agony which he 
( the Garden, when his Body was covered 

Dew of Blood ®. I beseech you, by all 
mder Distress which he felt, when his 
I Friends forsook him andfled^, and his 
•thirsty Enemies dragged him away, like 
sanest of slaves, and like the vilest (f 

r. xxxi. 20. » Deut. xxxii. Ift^^^i. 

ror. viii, 9. 7 Psalm xix. 10. 

e xxii. 44. 9 ^^^^ ^^^'^^ 55^ 



no By all thai Christ did and tvffered 

Crimirudt. I beseech you, by the Bloua ui 
Bruiset, by the Slripet and Laslia, which tU 
injured Sovereign endured nhile in Ibeir rebd 
lious iJands ; by the Shame iif' Spitting, fne 
which Ae Auf nof thai kind and venerable Cmoi 
feiioitce '". I beaeech you, by the Pvrple Rail 
the Sceptre ^Reed, and the Croan of Thorm 
which this King of Glory wore, that he migt 
net us among the Prjnr«t of Heaven", I bi 
seech you, by tie heavy Burthen i^the Crpa 
uDder which he panted, and toiled, and^tofM 
in the painful nay lo Go/gofAa", tbatbe roigli 
free us from tie Burthen if our Sim. I M 
seech you, by lie Remernberance of ihoae rod 
Nails, that tore the Veins and Arteries. 
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'brsaken me ^"^7 I beseech you, by tfic 
'. that subdued and pardoned a dying 
^actor *• ; by that CampassionJ'or Sinners, 
it Compaaionforyouyyvhich wrought in 
forty long as its vital Motion continued, 
hich ended not when he bowed his Head, 
;, It isjinished, and gave up the Ghost ***. 
ech you, by the Triumphs of that Resur- 
If by which be was declared to be the Son 
»2> with Power, by the Spirit ofHoUness 

wrought to accomplish it^°; by that 
UM Tenderness which attempered alt those 
iphs, when he said to her out of whom he 
$t Seven Devils, concerning his Disciples 
lad treated him so basely, Go, tell my 
ren, I ascend unto my Father and your 
r, unto my GOD and your GOD ** . I 
:h you, by that Condescension, with which 
1 to Thomas, when his Unbelief'had made 
in unreasonable Demand, lieach hither 
inger, and behold my Hands, and reach 

thine Hand, and put it to my Side ; and 
faithless, but believing^, 1 beseech you, 
X generous wadfoithful Care of his People, 

he carried up with him to the Regions 
•ry, and which engaged him to send down 
Irit, in that rich Profusion of miraculous 

to spread the Progress of his saving 

**. I beseech you, by that Voice of 
ithy and Power, with which he said to 
while injuring his Church, Saul, Saul, 
tersecutest tliou me ^ ? by that generoua 

Sat, xxriL 46. " Luke xxiil. 4^^. . AS . 

}hnxix.30. » Rom. i. 4. 

Ail XX. 17. 22 John XX. ^1. 

f5 11.53. ^^Actsix. 4. 
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13-2 By the Regard due to otkert : 

Ooodneu, nhicb spared that proilrate Eatmj 
when he lay trembling at hit Feet, and TaiM 
him to so high a Dignity aa to be not mftm 
to the very ch'wfett Apostlet ". I beseech yon 
by the Mtmory of all 6e hath alreadi/ done, Ir 
Me Ejpectation of all he v>Ul farther do far \u 
People. I beseech you, at once, by the Stq 
tre ^hit Grace, and by that Sviord of lu» Jia 
tice, with which all hia iocorrigible Eneam 
shall be slain before him™, that you do not (n|l 
utoK^ these precious Moments, nhile hit Spm 
is thus breathing vpon you ; that you do DC 
lose ait Opportunity which may never rettirr. 
and on the Improvement of which your EUt 




and the Worth of his own Soul. 123 

the Sound of the Archangel's Trumpet ^, and 
of that infinitelt/ more awful SenttncCy Come, 
yt Blessed J and Depart, ye Cursed, with which 
that Grand Solemnity shall close ^. 

§. 6. I BESEECH you Anally, *• by your own 
*jprecunis and immortal Soul ;' by the sure Pros- 
pect of a dying Bed, or of a sudden Surprise 
mto the Invisible State; and as you would 
fed one Sparkle of Comfort, in your depaiting 
Spirit, 'when your Flesh and your Heart are 
failing. I beseech you, by your own Personal 
Appearance before the Tribunal of Christ, (for 
1 Personal Appearance it must be, even to 
them who now sit on Thrones of their own ;) 
by all the Transports of the Blessed, and by 
ill the Agonies of the Damned, the one or the 
irfJI^r of which mu^ihayour everlasting Portion, 
I affectionately entreat and beseech you, iji the 
Strength of all these united Cons'uleraiiom, as 
you will answer it to me, who may in tiial 
Day be summoned to testify against you ; and, 
which is unspeakably more, as you will answer 
it to your own Conscience, as you will answer 
it to the Eternal Judge ; that you dismiss not 
these Thoughts, these Meditations, and these 
Cares, till you have brought Matters to a 
happy Issue; till you have made a liesolute 
Choice (f Christ, ind his appointed Way of 
Salvation, and till you have solemnly devoted 
yuursef/'to God in the Bonds of an Everlasting 
Covenant. 
I §. 7. And thus I leave the Matter before 
you, and before t/ie Lord. I have told you 
my Errand: I have discharged my Knibtissy 
.S'tntnger Arguments I cannot use; more e 
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dearittg and more mcfid Contiderationt I 
suggest. Choote therefore, whether y 
go oat (as it were) clothed in Sackdotk 
yourself a( We Feet o/'Aim who now mi 
thete Terms </ Peace aari Pardon ; or,- 
you will /lold it out, liU he appears Si 
Hand, to reckon with you for t/our 1 
and your Crima, and for Mil neglect 
baay among the rest of them, lain ' 
hope the bett; nor can I believe, that i 
hour of Love shall be w entirely untu 
that not one Soul shall be brought to I 
1^ Christ, in corijial Submission and 
Faith. Take with you therefore Tl'oi 
the Xord'f ; and Oil that th 




to these Intreaties, 125 



* Pleasure in jmtting Thee to an open Shamc^. 
' But my Heart now boxvfi itstlf hvforc TheCy 

* in humble unfeigned Submission. I desire 
*to make no Terms with Thee but these, — 

* that I mat/ be entireltf Thine, 1 cheerfully 

* present Thee with a Blank, entreating Thee, 
*that Thou wilt do me the Honour to signify 

* upon ity what is Thy Pleasure. Teach me, 

* Oh Lord, what Thou wouldst have vie to do ! 

* For I desire to learn the Lesson, and to leani 

* it that I may practise it. If it be jnore than 
^ my feeble l*ow€rs can answer^ Tiiou wilt, I 
*bope, (five me more Strength; and /// that 

* Strength I will serve Thee. Oh receive a 
*Souly which Thou hast made willing to he 

* Thine ! 

* "So morey Oh blessed Jesus, no more is it 
' necessary to beseech and entreat me, I*ormit 

* me rather to address myself' to Thee, with all 
' the Importunity of a perishing Sinner, that, 

* at length, sees and knows, there is Salvation 
**/! no other ^* I Permit me now, J.ord, to 
'come, and throw myself at Thy Feet, like « 
^helpless Outcast, that has no Shelter but in 

* Thy generous Compassion! like one pursued 
' by the Avenger of Blood, and seeking ear- 
'nestly an Admittance into the City of' Kc- 
^fuge^f 

* / wait for the Lord, my Soul doth wait ; 
^ and in thy Word do 1 hope'^, that Thou wilt 
' receive vie graciously ^. My Soul confides 
' in thy Goodness, and adores it, I adore the 
' Patience, which has borne with me so long ; 



« Heb. vi.6. J4 Actaiv.\^. 

^' Joph, XI. 2, 5. 36 Psalm cy.xx. ^ 

^ Hos. xiv. 2, 
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and the Grace, that now makei me hi 
uiillinK '0 ^ Thine; to be Thbe on 
nun f'ermi, Thioe on ony Temu. Oh i 
' thi> treacherous Heart to Thyself I Oh 
' me to Thee in such imeparoble Bondi 
' none of the Allurernentt of Flak and . 
'none of (Ae Vanitiaofaa enmaring I 
le otthe SolicilatuiTu oftmfid CoaipD 
' aar draw me back from Thee, and i 
< me into new Guilt and Ruin.' Be S 
' Oh Lord, for thy Servant for Good'* 
' I may still keep tm/ Hold on Thee, a 
' It Eternal lAfe ; till at length I kiwa 
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3, 10. With a solemn Warning of its Jatal Con- 
tinences ; 

11. Meditation on such as will not be persuaded ; 

And a compassionate Prayer , which concludes the 
Chapter, and this Part of the Work, 

i 1. T WOULD humbly hope, that the pre- 
X ceding Chapters will be the Means of 
tffakeoing some stupid and insensible Sinners, 
tie Means of convincing them of their Need of 
Goqtel^Salvation, and of engaging some cor- 
dially to accept it. Yet, I cannot flatter my- 
idf so far, as to hope this should be the Case 
iiitb regard to all, into whose Hands this Book 
dall come. What am I, alas, better than my 
Fathers ^f or better than wiy Brethren, who 
baye in all Ages been repeating their Corn- 
flaintf with regard to Multitudes, that they 
kevc stretched out their Hands all the J)ai/ long 
to a disobedient and gainsaying People ? ^ M any 
SQch may, perhaps, be found, in the Number 
of my Readers : Many, on whom, neither Con- 
siderations of Terror, nor of Love, will make 
any deep and lasting Impression : Many, who, 
as our Juord learnt by Experience to express 
it, when we pipe to them, will not dance, and 
Then we mourr^unto them, will not lament^, 
I can say w) more to persuade them, if they 
wiake light of what I have already said. Here 
therefore we must part; in this Chapter I must 
take my leave of them : And, Oh that I could 
do it in such a Manner, as to Jix at parting 
some Conviction upon their Hearts ; that though 
I seem to leave them for a little while, and setia 
them back to review again theformtr Cluiptcr^ 

' 1 Kings xix, 4, 2 l\om. x. a\ 

^ MiU. xi. 17. 



1-28 lie is once more called to consider 

as those in uhich alone they have any pra 
Concern, they might taan, m il were, 
me agam, and lind a Suiiablenest iii ui<, 'o-.^ 
maining Part of this Diaconrse, which atpnk^ 
tent they cmtaot poaibly Jind, Lfohappy Cres-T" 
tures ! i quit you, as a Phi/siciua qailg %^ 
Patient whom lie loves, and ia just about t>^ 
give over as incurable ; He returru ag;ain aajLj^ 
again, and re-examiTUt the several SyarptonilC^ 
to observe whether there be not some otjr *f^ 
tl/na more favouraiile than the rest, which mlrf Jj 
etteuiiiii^e a rcnciaed Appiiailion. ■ f~ 

5, a. So would 1 once mure relttm to jti*..V 
You do not find in yourself any DitpotitiM^ 
ro embrace the Gospel, to apply yourself n "E 
Christ, 10 oi»e yourself up lo the Hervict of _ 
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distinguish the one from the other; that yuu 
may know, on what Principles to build us ctr- 
loin, in the Examination of those concerning 
which you are yet in Doubt. But whatever 
tkese i)oubts are, I would y«;//ier ask you. 
How long have they continued, and what Me- 
thod have you taken to get them resolved f Do 
50U imagine, that in Matters of such Momtnl, 
it will be an aUowahle Case for you to trijU 
OR, neglecting to enquire into the Kvidence ut 
these Things, and then plead your not hcin^ 
satisfied in that Evidence, as an Excuse for 
not acting according to them ? Must not tht 
Principles of' common Sense assure you, that /'/ 
tkese Things be true, (as when you talk oi' doubt- 
ing about them, you acknowledge it, at leust, 
possible they may,) they are oi infinitely greater 
Importance than any of the Affairs of l.if'i., 
whether of Business or Pleasure, for the Sakt- 
of which you neglect them? \\hy then do 
YOU continue indolent and unconcerned, ironi 
Week to Week, and from Month to Month, 
vhich probably Conscience tells you is tht 
Case? 

I §. 3. Do you ask. What Method you should 

take to be resolved. It is no hard Question, 

Open your Eyes : Set yourself to think : Let 

Conscience speak ; and verily do 1 believe, thut 

if it be not seared in an uncommon Denj't e, \ uu 

will find shrewd Forebodings of the Certainly, 

both of Natural and Revealed Religion, uikI 

of the absolute Necessity of Repentajwe, Faith, 

and Holiness, to a Life of future Feliciti/. 

If you sure a Person of any Learning, '^ovi vivwv 

not but know, by what Writers^ aui \\\ icUc 

Treatises, these great Ti-utha viTi; «\cVexx'\ 

And if you are not, you may jiiid, \\\ ^' 




M' for w«^ 3 '^« Argun 

cord,a„j,„b°''dW^ ^ * 
'4?'^<wrf. AnW ^°*^ "'en say 
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id what then ? Have those DifficultUs 
een cleared 1 Go to the living Advo- 
r Christianity ^ to those of whose Abili' 
ndour, and Piety, you have the best 
I ; if your Prejudices will give you 
to have a good Opinion of any such : 
»m your Difficulties: Hear their Solu- 
Weigh them seriously , as those who 
hey must answer it to God : And while 

continue, yo/Zow the Truth as far as it 
id you, and take Heed that you do not 
n it in Unrighteousness ^. Nothing ap- 
tore inconsistent and absurd, than for a 
•lemiily to pretend Dissatisfaction in the 
ces of the Gospel^ as a lieason why Iw 
in Cotiscience be a thorough Christian ; 
et at the same Time he violates the most 
jt Dictates of Keason and Cotiscience, 
?s in Vices condemned even by the Hca- 

Oh, Sirs, Christ has judged concerning 
nd judged most righteously and most 
They do Evily and therefore they hate 
tht, neither come they to the Light, lest 
)eecls should be made munifeat, and In 
d^. But there is a Light, that will make 
itf and reprove their Works, to which 
all be compelled to come, and the paiti- 
utiny of which they shall he forced to 

In the mean Time, if you are defer- 
o enquire noforther into the Matter now, 
; Leave at least, /70/w a sincere Concern, 
<u may not heap upon your Head more 
ated Ruin, to entreat yo\i, \Vv?jt\. '^qnx 
fe cautious how you expose i^ourself to 

0™'- J 8. 5 Jo\m\\\.^0« 



Ij mty can give them ; and act not az 

J solicitous to add to the Guilt of an 

tenfold Damnation, which they, wh( 
the Perverters and Be&troyers of i 
others, must expect to meet, if t 
\ which they have so adventurous 

should prove, as it certainly will, a s 
to them a dreadful Truth, 

§. 6. If 1 cannot prevail here, bu 

of displaying a Superiority of Urn 

should bear on such a Reader, ev 

position to his oum favourite Max 

Innocence of Error, and the Equa 

Religions consistent with social Vii 

his utmost to trample down the G 

Contempt ; I would however dismis 

one Proposal, which I think the Imp 

the Affair may fully justify. If you 

with your Examination into Chrktu 

determine to live and conduct yours 
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cert my most vigorous Efforts, in the 

Reasoning or of Ridicule, to sink the 

yf his Religion^ and if it be possible 

it out of the World; in calm steady 

26 of that Day, when his Followers 

e shall appear in so much Majesty and 

to execute the Vengeance threatened to 

lemies.' Dare you write this, and sisn 

firmly believe, that many a Man, who 

be thought a Deist, and endeavours to 

ie the Number, would not. And if you 

ticuiar dare not do it, whence does that 

Remainder of Caution arise ? The cause 

ain. There is in your Conscience some 

t Apprehension, that this rejected, this op' 

I, this derided Gospel may after all prove 

. And if there be such an Apprehension^ 

1 let Conscience do its Office, and convict 

I of the impious Madness (f acting, as if it 

re most certainly and demonstrably false, 

i it tell you at large, how possible it is that 

}lyyim may be found fighting against GOD^: 

at bold as you are in defying the Terrors of 

Lard, you may possibly j^h// into his Hands ; 

y chance to hear that despised Se7itcticc, 

ich when you hear it from the Mouth 

the Eternal Judge, you will not be able to 

pise : 1 will repeat it a£rain, in Spite of all 

tr Scorn, you may hear the King say to you, 

part accursed, into Everlasting Fire, pre- 

•edfor the Devil and his Angels'^. And now, 

and pervert and burlesque the Scripture, go 

1 lampoon the Character of its Heroes, and 

icule the sublime Discourses of its Frop/ic(s. 

} its apostles; as some have done, \n\vo\\w4^ 



Acta r. 39. 7 ^Xat. xxv. W. 
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left fytle behind them but the sharUlked 
tnentt of their Igttorance, their Prqfi 
and their Malice. Go and spread lik 
the Bannen of Infidelity, and pride th- 
the Number of aidulout Creatures list 
der them. But take heed, leat the tntult 
lUetm direct a secret Ariwi to thine Hea 
stop thi/ licenlious Breath before it hasj 
the next Sentence thou wouldst utter 

5.7, Twill now (am myielffrom th 



r the Sceptic, and direct my A 
Nominal Christian ; if he may upon any 
be called a C/trUtion, luiiojieli not, aft 



have pleaded, a Dispmition to subject 

r> the G'-<-T,nm-nt ^inH the Otv " 
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mon Master. But is it Matter of' Controversy/ 
amongst ChristianSy whether there be a greats 
Ao/vi &nd righteous GOD ; and whether such 
« Being, whom we agree to own, should be 
reverenced and loved, or negfected and disho- 
noured? Is it Matter of' Controversi/y wliether 
i Sinner should deeply and seriously repent oj 
kit Sins, or whether he should go on in than? 
is it a disputed Point amongst us, whether Jc- 
fHi became incarnate, and died upon the Cross, 
fer the Kedemption of Sinners, or no ? And if 
it be not, can it be disputed by them wlio be- 
fcre hijn to be the Son of'GOD, and tfu- Sa- 
iuiur of Men, whether a Sinner should seek to 
IfM, or neglect him ? or whether one who pro- 
fates to be a Christian, should depart from 
hiqmtif or give himself up to the Inactive of 
it? Are the Precepts of our great Muster 
written so obscurely in his Word, that there 
should be Room seriously to queaiion, wluther 
he require a devout, holy, humble, spiritual, 
vatchful, self-denying Life, or whether he allow 
the contrary? Has Christ, after all his Pre- 
tensions of bringing Life and Immortality to 
light, left it more uncertain than he found it, 
whether there be any future State of Happiness 
and Misery, or for whom these States are re- 
spectively infencUd? Is it Matter of Contro- 
terty, whether God will, or luill not, bring every 
Work into Judgment, with every secret Thing, 
whether it be Good, or whether it be Eril^? or 
whether, at the Conclusion of that Judgment, 
tke Wicked shall go away into everlasting Pun- 
itkment, and the Righteous into Life Etcr- 
, jui/"»? You will not, i am sure, for very ^\\;vx£ 

' Eccles. xii. 14. 10 ^j^^al. xxv. VC 
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pretend any DoiAt about these Tiling and jtt 

call yourtetfa Chriilitm. Wby thea istUvM 
not Ik penuaded to lay them to Heart, ana to 
act as Duty and Jnlerest so evideDlly rtgmrtt 
Oh Sinner, (Ae Cause is too obvious ,- a Caul 
indeed ^uileutiuwlAy of being called a JRmmm. 
It is because thou art Minded and buotted wiA 
t/iy Vanities end thy Liati. ll is beeauit ibou 
iiust sume perishing Trifte, which chanm thy 
Imagination and thy Senses, so that it is deunr 
^> fAee than GOD and Christ, than lAt'nc omi 
^it/ and ifi Salvation. It is in a Word, b»- 
caiiie Ihou art slill under the lafiueiae of tbit 
carnal Mind, which, whatever pious Formi it 
■s admit and prelecid, is Jiiimily 
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mlji Ecmedy ; I have pointed out the Rocky on 
wbch I hate boilt m^ own Eternal Hopes, and 
Ae Wa^f in which alone I expect Salvation. 
I hne recommended those Things toyou,yf\uch, 
y God gives me an Opportunity, I would with 
■y ^<>V -B^^^A earnestly and affectionately 
■Bommend to my own Children^ and to all the 
imrat Friends that I have upon Earth, es- 
iMmiog it the highest Token of mi/ Friendship, 
I the suiest Proof of my Love to them. And if 
kHevmg the Gospel to be true, you resolve to 
fgset Uj I have nothing farther to say, but that 
m must abidt by the Consequence, — Yet, as 
msseSf when he went outflom the Presence of 
fkmraoh for the last Time, finding his Heart 
Jd more hardened by all the Judgments and 
IkUverances with which he had formerly been 
aercised, denounced upon him God*s passing 
Iknmgh the Land in Terror to smite the First- 
krmwith Death, and warned him of that great 
ssi lamentable Cry which the Sword (f thti 
iatroymg Angel should raise throughout all 
ik Realm ** : So will I, Sinner, now when I 
tm quitting thee, speak to thee yet again, whe- 
tfcr thou wilt hear, or whether thou wilt for- 
W*, and denounce that rnuch more terrible 
hdgmentj which the Sword of Divine Ven- 
HBkucCj already whetted and drawn, and bathed 
M it were in Heaven^'', is preparing against 
fkte; which shall end in a much more dolrful 
Oryy though thou wert greater and more obsti- 
itfe than that haughty Monarch, Yes, Sinner, 
Ihit I may, with the Apostle Paul, when turn- 
kg to others who are more like \o \\e?vT tcv^, 

*^Exod.xi,4—6. i« EieV.u.T. 

'^ Jj8. xxxiv, 6, 
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lake mi/ Raimenl and toy, J am pure Jran ^^^ 
lur B/iiod"; I will once more tell you, tuArf-.y -m 
le End of these Things will be. And, Oh itHt,^ , 
could apeak to Purpose.' Oh that I couU.,^.^ 
lunder in lliine Ear such a Peal of 'Perr^T^' 
i might awiiken tliec, and be 'on iouil to baj^ 
rowned in all the Hoise of carnal Mirth, **1 ^ 
I be deadened by those dangetooa OpiB/es, wilB^ — - 
'hich ihou art conlriviog; to ttupij'y Ihi/ Cm^ ^ 

§.9, Seek M-hat Amiaemtnilt and Enrcrfawr-j,,—-^ 
lenti thou wilt. Oh Sinner, I lell thee, if th«i^_~s 
■ert equal in Dignity, and Power, and Mas-j-^^ 
iiicence, lo the great Monarch of HabulM,^ 
Vhy Pomp shall be brougkt down lo llie Crrat^^^ 
kS all the Sound i^ths V'alt ;. the Wormj^gg^^ 



adman dreadfiil^fltr it. IW 

ite enough to attempt to enterMn 
m, with a gay Story, or a profane 
dl see haw you wiUrelith it. We 
iat Comfarl you nil) have in rc- 
oMat ii pa*l, or tehat Hope in looh- 
ahat it to come. Perbapi trtnthUng 
ieij, 70U will then he enguiriitg id a 
if CozuternalioD, what you ihall do 
calling for the Miniilen ofCknit, 
tow dapiie for the EaroestDeM with 
would labour to save your Sotil; 
he,faUinB itUo a delirium, or rfyMg 
, before Suy can come. Or ott- 
«y lee you, Mattering yDuncM*. 
>fig lingeriug Illtkess, that yon «i*it 
-, and putting off any lenoiu St- 
[ ComxTtalion, for fear it abonld 
' iSptn'ii. And the ervel Kl 
and Phyticioia, as if they v 
h Satan 10 make the Dettmetiotnif , 
as sure as possible, may perhaps 
lei Detdt. 

iND if any of these probable Com* 
U is, in abort, unless a Miracle ef 
oh you 01 a Brorul mif oT tAc £urn- 
Mc Flamei have as it were alreatbf 
of you ; all Ihae gloomy Ciream- • 
ich pass in the Chamben of JUnett 
lofDtath,aiebut the Fort^rtamert 
I more dreadful thitigi. Oh, who 
e them .' who can imagine Ihem / 
ving Friendi are tet>derly mourning 
eathieu Corpie, a&d taking a fond 
''it before it is laid to connmit Kiwn) 
Hid silent Grave, into uhot Hatia«t 
^'U thy Sold be W.ten\ Wbul 
'eo upon t^ teparatt ^irit. 
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before Ihy deserted Fleth be eold, or thy ligkt' 
less Eyes are doled! It shall then kiwui, nhal ' 
il is lo return to COD to be rejected ba hint, n ' 
having rejected bis Gospel and his Stm, Kntff 
dupised\\\^tmiy Ttenty of JUconeiliutmH ; vmX 
that a<ic/i a oae, so amaisDgly conrfejcenJingBflAl 
graciotis. lliDU shnlt ftixnii, what {t is to Mr 
dUaiened by Clirlit, whom thou hast refatedtltm 
entertain ; and nhat It is, as the certain tafn 
immediaie Conteguence of that, to be l^ btf 
the Havdi of tlie malignant Spiriti i^U^jM 
There will be no more iViendihip then : KffiM 
la comfort, none to alleviate thy Agom/ sibU 
Distras ; But on the contraiy, uU oroimd fli^ 
labouring (of^graiTofc and iuivrutc (Ann. T b(ig 
ahalt nail ouvru the intermeHiMe Yests AfviHH 
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fou $haU have an Interview with him ; 
lay be called an Interview, in which 
not dare to lift vp your Head to view 

* of your tremendous and inexorable 
There at leasts how distant soever the 
our Life, and the Place of our Abode 
e been, there shall we see, how coura- 
>/our Heart will endure, and how strong 
mds will be, when the Lord doth this^, 
ill I see thee. Oh Reader, whoever thou 
goest an in thine Imperutency, among 
ds and ten Thousands of despairing 
Sy trembling and confounded, Ttiere 
ear thy Cries among the rest, rending 
Heavens in vain. The Judge will rise 
; Tribunal with Majestic Composure, 
}e thee to be hurried down to those 
ing BumingSf to which his righteous 
ice hath doomed thee, because thou 

not be saved from them. Hell shall 
Mouth upon thee for ever, and the sad 
thy Groans and Outcries shall be lost 
:he Hallelujahs of Heaven to all that 
rcy of the Lord m that Day, 

This will most assuredly be the End 
ITiings : And thou, as a Christian, pro- 
> know, and to believe it. It moves my 
t least, if it moves not thine, I firmly 
that every one, who himself obtains 
pt and Glory^ will bear so much of his 
s Image in Wisdom and Goodness, in 

* God, and a steady Regard to the 
*M of the whole Creation, that he will 
kis sad Scene with cairn AppToibatxoTx, 
out ant/ painful Commotion oj M\ad, 
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But OS yet Jamjlah and Blood; and 
fore my BouitU art troubled, and mini 
ofteD<n>er^iMcu>ifAGrie^, to think, thai to. 
Sinnen will have no more Compattiot 
their own SouU ; lo think, that in Spib 
Admonition, they nil! obttinately run upc 
Eoerlatling Detlmction. It would tign 
thiTig here, to add a Prayer, or a Med, 
for youf Use. Poor Creature ! you u 
me^ate ! you will not pray ! Vet as 
often poured out my Heart i» Prayer 
dying Friend, when the Force of his Dis 
tus rendered him incapable of joining u>. 
so will I now apply myself to GOD fi 
Oh unhappy Creature ! And if you 





/ 
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'te^ and m Th^ Pretence have they been 
*^iefim Btt^eMedf therefore to record it m the 
l%f Semai^feran^ that so t/* <Ais 
lam Seih in kii Iniquity, after the 
has been so plamly and so solemnly 

^ Asia, kk Blood mav not be required at 

*Wff Mani'^9 not at the Hand of that Chris- 
* km WHtmdf whoeter he is, fy whom this Book 
*li»'bMB pat into hit, with a sincere Desire 
*Jbr ike Saieation tf his Soul. Be Witness, 
^ Plawgd Jewif, mtheDau in which Thou 
^MiMge the Secrets of ail Hearts^, that 
'lly %Iotpd hath been preached to this har~ 
*imed Wretch, and Salvation by Thy Blood 
" ~ ~ WD offered him, though he continue to 
it. And may Thine unworthy Mes- 
be unto God a sweet Savour in Christ, 
▼ery Soul, even though it should at 
*\mperieh'^f 

* Bat^ Oh that, aft^ all his Hardness and 
'h^^emtenee, Thou wouldst still be pleased, 
'W llie Sovereign Power of Thine efficacious 
'Gnoe, to awaken and convert him ! Well do 
*W9 luuno. Oh Thou Lord of universal Nature, 
'tlMit He who made the Soul, can cause the 
'Amrtf of Conoiction to come near unto it. 
'Oh iSbalf in Thine Infinite Wisdom and Love, 
'IIkni wouldst find out a Way to interpose, 
'nd me this Smner from Death, from Eter- 
'Mf Death / Oh that, if it be Th^ blessed 
*1FaByThoa wouldst immediately do it! Thou 
'hmMtff Oh GoDy he is a dying Creature: 
'IhoB knowest, that if any Thing be done for 
'hilD, si miut be done quickly : Thou seest, \\ 



^ Cfu-. a. 15. 



114 Prayer for the Impenitent Sinner. 

' the Book of Ily nise and gracious Dram 
' a Moment marked, which must xai him i 
'in an vncliangeable Stale: Oh thai "On 

• wouldal lay h'lid on him, while he is yet ju'm 
' to the Liviag, and hoth /fo/K^I Tli; i 
' mutab/c Laws in ihe Ui»«tis&tion of Gn 
'Jbrbiil, that a Smil should be converted au 

* renevxd after ita Enlranee oh the InvUlm 
' World: Ohht Thy Sacred Spirit work,vt4 
' he it yet as it 'Were loiMin theSphrTeof^ 
' Opcralians f Work, Oh God, by wAoM'' 
' Method Thou pleatetl ; only have Mercy iq 

' him ! Oh Lord, kane Merry vpon him, t._ 
' he sink not into thole Depths of JhnnDiltil 
' and Ruin, on the very friiiA of which, htj 



terjt^ikilw^ftmittnt Sinner. l«i 



DKut awful Admonitiani, nor the moai lender 
EBlreulUi, nor the most lerrible Affikciont, 
DOT the moat wonderful Detaxra>ice» liad been 
Mt to effect. 
' Glorify Ths Name, Oh Lord, aadglorl/i/ 
Thy Grace, in (Ae Method which to Thme 
lofinite Wisdom shall seem tmat tipedient ! 
'QiAj grant, / baeech Thte, with all bumble 
''-Sabniission to Thy Will, that thu Sinnerami/ 
'it tmtd/ or if not, Ihat the Labour of thit 
' Part may not be altogether in vain ; but that 
'^tomt riject it to their ag^raled Ruin, 
*tlktn tno'y heirkat and live! That Mow 
'Iky Strvanti, who have labomrd Tor their 
'iMpperunM and Happinea, may nine (Aew 
*'» ifae ResiODB of Ulory, a the ^oila which 
'Iboii hast honoured thera ni lie ln*lramenti 
*rf rteoveriiig; and mny join tuitA them in 
'tteJ(ui/e('y(i*iof Heuven, to Him, wko hath 
*£)tierf »(> M'uJ n^ilied uafivm our Sim in His 
'oma Blood, und hut/t made k» of condemned 
' B^kIs, and ai?cursed polluted Sinners, Kings 
'aadPriaiti Kilo God ; to HimbcGloiy and 
^Jkmmioajvr tver and ever. Amen." 

CHAP. xn. 

4ii: Andreas to a Soul so overwhelmed 
r wth a Sense of the Greatness of its 
8«i, tbat it dares not apply itself to 
Cbkut vith any Hope of Salvation. 

iV-A. The Catt dtseribed ut larg; 

L'jb Itfifiutlitly Bccun. 

I^OnUEte; t/ttial Ihi Dtjeettd Soul chargti m 

*■ Bar. i. S, 6. 



146 The Case of a dejected Soul, Ch.i!i., 



8. Thi Rladtr vrgtd, UFiLllr alt hit BuTlhiM aU& 
Ftan, lo an hutabU Application la Him; _* 
Which 11 attardinglil eximplijitd in tht BrKcluiag: 
Rfftecllan and Proi/er. ™ 

^ 1. T HAVE now done wiih those ajiii 
A Creatures who detpiae the G< 
and with those who neglect it. Vtith Pie 
do I now titm mjulf to those, who uiii 
me with more Regard. Among the uarietft 
Caiff, which now preieitl thaniehet to Wf 
Thoughts, ea^ demand my tender, nDecti^BteA 
respectful Care, there is lume more Korlhg iif, 
Compauion, (liau (Auf whii^ I have mentionM. 
ill Ji{c Title of i/iii Chapter ; none, which rt-' 
i7Hir«« a moTe immediale Attempt of Relief. 



wUk a Smt$e of Sin . 1 47 



' me tkm long ; it is enough, that after 
'» many Years of Wickedness, I am i/et out 
*^.HMm £vefy Day's Reprieve is a Mercy, 
!)^t«rtrick Lam' mtomithed, I lie down, and 
' !V 1^ DiMfA and Dowmituin have not 
: in my Walks the Day past. I arise, 
'f tbat my JSed hath not been wy 
ir/ mmsdeTf that my Soul is not separated 
jREniy and MTfioimifecf with Devi/s and 

9^- ;f:l 9AV4 indeed kesard the Message of 

>l bat akt, it seems no Message of 

^to Jie. There are hi^fpy Souls that 

^;' and their Hope is indeed in 

^fftmd'tke Grace of God manifested in 

M iBttt then iheyfoel in their Hearts an 

wmysiaail to ^go^y to Aim; whereas I 

do it. CAru^ and Grace are Things, 

'ii wittcby I fear, I have no Fart, and must 

*Mfett none. There are exceeding rich and 

'fndtmt Frmnkes in the Word of God ; but 

'Sb^ an to me Off a sealed Booky and are hid 

yftm me as to any personal Use. I know, 

vClrisf ia eible to save : I know, he is willing 

^Is Java some. But that he should be willing 

^laaaDS me, soch sl polluted, such a provoking 

as God knows, and as Conscience 

haee been, and to this Day am ; this 

*Ikmio not how to believe; and the utmost 

MkiiJttn do towards believing it, is to ac- 

je that it is not absolutely impossible, 

itat I do not yet lie down in complete 

V.diough alas, I seem upon the very 

*9 of it, and expect every D^^ ^tv^ 

'Botsr ^Jbif m/o s^.' 

*f A I aaouLD not perhaps bave enter 
^JmifymloihU Case, if I had not seen mi 



n 



148 However bad the Case of sack, ^ 

in it ; and I will add, Header, for your En* ^ 
coarogeiiient if it be your Case, aevrnil nhtf^ 



then; Depth* you be entibled lo cry ttnto G 
and though, like Juwtk, jou may seem 
catt out /rum hit Presence, yel still, wiA /ag 
noA, you fouA lowardi kii hviy Tempi*} 
§ 5. Let it not be imagined, that it 
any Neglect ol 6tSt Bleixd Spirit, whose 
fice it ia to be the great Comjiirler, that 1 v 
attempt to reaioiit/ou out of this ifilKOiuolMn^ 
Fraine : Fot it is its the great Soaree of AlsAj^ 
ijiH, thot he deals wall Rntional CreoiarMf JJ" 
and it i^ in tbe Use of Katioaal Menns and ' 




"PeopU, md wishing thrtauha like 
1 Khom ihey think they ne tnvch more 
moA muck Utt of Evil, than in tbem- 

Bdt to i^OM Ott wortt. What if jon 
mliW tke wilett Sinner that e*er lived 
Iba Fmm of die Eanb ? Whatif ymr 
a the Heavent every 
uhtd rtaehed unto 
S ihitfaer loith tucA horrid 
a Earth and Heaven should 
■d Rcfuon to detest you, as a Motuttr 
tieiyi Admittii^ all this, It <my Thinf 
rijot' the lard?' Areanj>Smi,of«'hico 
mt can npeot, qfio deep a Dye, that the 

afCkriitcuatotvaiitiemaviay? I^»y, 
I it would be daring Wickednea and 
•vtufoth/jfoianj to siathaiGrvee might 
i* y« had yoo indeed raised your Ac- 

beyond all that Onine Grace has ever 
wdmed, f>ho should limit the Holy One 
ttlT' or who should pretend to say, that 

impotMe that God mt^t for your very 
faedness elloote you out from others, to 
joaa Monument of Mer<y,and a Trophy 
liettD uDparalleled Grace? The Apmlle 
Hnna^y intiniBtes thit to ha*e been the 
with Regard to hinatlf: And why might 
w likewise, if indeed the Chief of Simtert, 
I Merey, that in you, at the Chief, Jettis 
t might ihewjbrth ail Long'Sufftriag, 

Pattern to them who ihall % " ' 



Long-Suffiri 
ill hereafter 



^ilS, Iff. 



150 The Invitations of Christ give Hopt.\i^ 

§ 7. Glodmy bs yaur A/^rc/ieiisii'ru aK,t^- 
wouid aak you plainly, Da yiru in your Cal|Ae 
science think, that C^riit tr not able lo M^i^ 
^Du? WliBt, is He not >f A/e (0 suue even fofitx,. 
m l/iat come unto God b^hmf''^- 
say, afniniJnnffy uA/f lo do 1^' ' 
imagine, lliat iff lui/'i/oJf. At 
how do you knavi, ihai He toi/f not f Ue hi 
helped tlie verygreateit Sinners of bU that hm 
yet applied ihemaelves to him ; And he hO) 
made {Ae Offirt ofGrare anil Salvation in lf4 
mosi eogaging and eocouragrng Terms. & 
any Mim thiril, let Him Tome unto me, OM 
drink:'" Let hini that is nthinl, eomti ml 
Kkosoever viiit, let him lake itf the Wuter'tf 



ApplMHmt to €hmt urged. 161 

b-^ani^tpOinbly be thrown by what he 
Mfave been saymg, All that the Father 
ghen me, shaU came unto me ; and there- 
at if it were on Purpose to balance it, he 
those gncious Woids, Htm that cometh 
me^ IwMl im no wite, by no Means, on 
kmnderatioa whatsoever, cast out. 
K If th er e fo re yon are already di$cmaraged 
tmrijfkd «l the Greatness of your Sins, do 
tid to their Weight and Number that one 
ler and worse than aU the rest, a Diitmst 
te Fmiljfiihieti mui Grace of the Bleued 
wrner^ . Do not, so ^ as in you lies, on- 
mU the Fwrposee of hit JLove to you. Oh 
■wed 4SkNi], whom dost thou dread ? To 
m doet tbon tremhle to approackl Is there 
Thnig 90 terrible, in a emdfied Redeemer, 
ke LawA that wu %lam f If thou oarriest 
Satd ahnost sinking under the Burthen of 
Juilt, to Imf it down at lUs Feet, what dost 
I qffir Amii but the SpoU which he bled and 
to recover and possess? And did he pur- 
gii io dearly, tnat he might rgect it with 
dam ? Go to lum directly, and foil down 
if Presence, and plead that Misery of thine, 
oh thou hast now been pleading in a con- 
f View, as mi Engagement to your own 
I to msJce the Application, and as an Ar- 
mmi with the compassionate Saviour to re- 
« yov. Go, and be assured, that u?here Sin 
k abounded, there Grace shall much more 
md,^ Be assured, that if one Sinner can 
■ise himself a more certain Welcome than 
ther^ it is not he that is Umt |ui(bj ^tv^ 
wjMp, but he that is moet deeply Kunibled 



jtf 



Horn. V.20. 



Rejtection on Ikese Cb.ia. ^ 



Reflection oh thete Encoaragen'ents, aidui^"^ 
in an liutnbte and tnmest Applicalion ''^ 
io Christ >r Mtrry. «- 

' {^U my Soul, what sayesl thou to thes^T 

Vy 'Things? la ihewnol at le«»co f»i^ 
' ub'dUg qf Help from Christ 1 And is thei«' 
' B J'oaibiUli/ of Blip any <rllier Way ? h^ 
' any other Hume giioen under Heaven, vihentg^ 
' vie MfHv be tavedi I know, there a ju3tu^\i 
• • —-si then say, like the Lepers of ItratLf 
' •■ d iftvmkewt^ 



n n^ JBAmM^MWHM. 109 



•d mof l^mngrtuioM, diat it looka tike 
mplian, ta much as to aik Pardon for 
And yet, would it not he greater Prt- 
\0m to say, tint U^ exeetd TAy Menu, 
ke .^9C«Mye^7<^ JUxNJf to say, that 
hat Pmotr ami Gratt eamgh to pur- 
Dd HTe on/y rSinwrt o^a ^oimt Ord^, 
wmA n Ilk out i^Tiy Reach? Pi»- 
nefivm MatMoipAemout Imagmatio».' 
nKvae from that wreatorubleSiniHdon.' 
Thou cmut do ait Thiagt, luithtr it 
m ZhMvAt ojmne Heart mithhoiden 
Tiee." Tbou art iodeed, tii Thy Word 
■' ■ J We II ■ 



berefore, breakiiig through all the Op- 
ims of SAoDii and F«0-, that would keep 
M IVe, I come and He damn oi in the 
befom Thee. Tkoa knowui, Oh Lord, 
)i Sint, and a// my Foiiiet." I cannot, 
hope I may say, 1 would not, ditguiie 
before Thee, or set myself tojitid out 
ble Eteuttt. Acatie me. Lord, as thou 
M; and I will ingenuously p/md^ui/fii 
Tline Accurations. 1 will own myself 
iot a &imtr ai Thou callest me : But I 
till « Sinner, that comet unto Thee for 
Ml. i/^/naie die, it shall beiuftmiHinf, 
■BDi'irgtAeJulice of the fatal Stroke. Tf 
ttft, it shall be laying hold as it were, on 
brnt oj the Altar; laying myself down 
a FoottlooL, though I have been lach a 
'■ against Thy Throne. Mani/ have re- 
( a Jidl P^don there; have met aith 
ar ereD bejond their Hop«ft. Kni wi« 



154 The Soul h\tmbly applies to Christ, 

' all Thi/ Cotnpatsiuns, Oh blesaed Jena, ec- 
■ haucfed ? And nilt thou now begin la reject 
'an liumble Creature, viho Jiiea to Thee. Jar 
' Life, a.nd pleads nothin); but JUercy and' 
' tree Grace t Hnoe Merry ujNm tire, Uli moat 
' gracious Hedeemer, have Meny upon me, ud' 
' Ut mil Life be pretioui in T/ii/ SigiU ! " Oh 
' do not resolve lo tend me davna to tliat Stattt 
' of JijuU Mitery and Despair, from which if 
' WBS Th/ gnuiaui Furpoie to deliver aod Btne 

' Spurn me not awai/, Ob Lord, from Thy 
' Presence, nor be offended when I presuma lo 
' lay hold on Thi/ Kuyai Robe, and say, tiiat I 
' cannot, and will mt let Thee go, till my Salt 
' ii oianled !" Ub remember, thai niu Elemitv 



S)imi§»mlHiHgi»g*/br Mercy. 166 

Lavd, yAa mxtmt^ dknrt to rtptat and 
■e.' I ant indeed a Sinner, Id whoK 
and everlastii^ Dntrmtion Thy Jiutice 
■tbegiMlljrgfariM: ButOh,ifThou 
pardMiMH, it wmht * MaHameni laued 
■ ilowwr 1^ 7^ Gnre and the .^Mwey 
% Blood, in PrapdnioD to th« DegrM 
4rc1i tb IFrtftA, to whom Thg 3f«r«)r 
tanded, ifsi RMffN u>d miwroUe nitbout 
SpWt, Lord, by Tky BUfed Spirit, and 
M mf Taan! Look npon me with Love 
Grace in thy CoDDienance, aod uw to 
H M Me I%f o^ TAy Fte^ Thou didu 
ttny «D hnrable Supptiuit, Tky Siiu are 



CHAP. XIII. 

iloubtin^ Soul more particularly aa- 
tod in lU Euquiiies as to the Sin- 
rity of its Repentance and Faith. 

fVatuwnl Ifliprnfioni liablt lo be miitakenfar 

ntrtion, which tumid bi a fatal Error. 

nunl Schtmtfrr arlf-Eiamitaliim. 

irtirtiiar Enfmriu; (1.) WIimI Viem thirt 

w ftwn nf Sin 1 

,) What FioBt Ihirt htvt Ikr of CMit ? 

, to a< Wrol tA> &iiU hM of Hm : 

Id ill WUlingaui to 

rrmdtr M iJMrl In j 

<Mltin( tftorl a/thii, 

ital lubmitting Co Oa-i 

iig afiU Rtptnlaaee and Jfaith. 

IN Cooieqaeace ofall tkt wrioui Ttvii'ntjt, 
which bare been said in l\i« Jbrncr 
(CT^ ; Aope it will be no faltt PTWump- 
utugiae, that wme JletigWut Imjitei- 



158 EnquirtititoymiryitiDgofSim, ^ 

Whi .Iff Hiose thU Abhorrence .' Was it merrif ir 
from a I'nnciple of Self-love ? Wu it iSBiML 
because you had been nmmdedby it? WnW 
merely because jou had thereby broaght Cmv 
demnat'um and Ruin upon your own SmMb 
Was there no Sense of its liefonmty, of )■■ 
Bateness, of its Mo/ignit^, as coniniitted agiitMr 
the Bleixd God, considered as a Gloriooi^fli 
Bountiful, and a Merciful Being ? Were jd^ 
never pierced by an Apprehension of iti whit 
Ingratitude ? And as for Ihox Purptwet whldBt 
have arisen in youi Heart egaimt it, let IH 
beseech you to reflect, hoio they have ImMI 
formed, ard houi they have hitherto been entlg 
cuted ? Have they been univeriBl ? Hbts tUfh 
been retotate? And yel, amidst all thu Bi-k 
solution, have they been humble? When yoht 
declared War loitk Sin, was it with every Sinf i 
And is it an irreconcileable War, which jnm li 
determine, by Divine Grace, to push on till i 
you have entireli/ conquered it " "~ '" ''" 




and into your Regard for Christ. 



ipmat the Cirvumitances that hare enmorcd 
JM f And do you particularly double your 
ftim' against loal Sin H/hich doea most eaiity 
lM*n«f* Is ihal laid laide, liiat the Cliru- 
Am iiaee mmf be ran ; laid aside with a firni 
I to i m iiwlKm. that yon will return to it tui 
toe, tliat yoii will hold 10 more Parley tiiith 
I %VM. you will never take anallier Step to- 



Ayour Viewi of'ChritI have been ? 



bed Corrt^ondeme tettlcd between 
^bn and your Sonl f And do you see and 
M, that you are not only topay Him a Kind 
4iiiiant Homage, and Iraiaient Compliment, 
Mgvery wise, benevotenl, and excellent Per- 
M, whose Name tind Memo^ you have a 
teerence for ; but thai, as Me livet3,ndreigivs, 
mBe is ever near you, and alwayi obterving 

£90 you must look to Uim, must approach 
r must humbly froiuacl BimneavfithHim, 
Ui that, BMineti of the highest Ijnporlance, 
n which youi Salvation depends. 

^ 5. Yor have been brought lo enquire, 
VhereiBith thall J cone bejiire the Lord, and 
bio ntytelf before the most high Goo '! ' And 
Mw perhaps you were thinking of Sacrijiret, 
■Udi your men Storee might have been suffi- 
lient m fumiah ouL Are you now convinced, 
igfieiU not tuffiee; and that you must have 
Seacurae to the Lamb which Goo hath pro- 
tiM? Have you bad a View of Jems, as 
tefn«- aiBay tAe Sin if the Worid ? ' as mude . 



* John i. SO. 



161) Have you surrendered Ch. ia» 

Sin- Offering far us, thougK He knew no ^ ^ 

t/uil vie miglit be made the Rigkleomnta -^ ,, 

God in Him?" Have you viewEd Hiiii,4 |~ 

perfectly rig/itcoua in himself; and despair^ ^ 

of litiag jmlifird by aay Rigliteatttaea ofya^ ; 

mvn, have you submitted to the RighlemuM ^ 

nfGoD?" Has your Heart ever been brou^ b 

to u deep Canvictian o( ihia important TniH ^ 

that if ever yoa are tovof at nil, it mmt ( ^ 

through Chri»t 1 Ihalif ever GOD extend Meif , 

fn i/ou at all, it lauit be for hU Suke ; tlwt ,> 

ever you arejixtd in the Temple ofGOD abm , 
you must slBtui titere aa an eBerlasting IVefi 

of that Viclmy whicli Christ hot gained m , 

the Puu'ers of Hell, who would otherwise hs , 
triumotiEd aver vou? . ^ 



jta tammitttd yimr immm'tal Soul to Him, 
tA fce may parijy and aave it ; ihat he may 



iter His Glory; ibat he loay appoint it to 
Ml ExtTtiit and Discipline he pleHes, while 
jl dwells here is i'kth ; and Ihat he may rt- 
vmitat Oealh.aod&xiismoag those Sph-ili, 
4Ad with perpetual Songs of Pi^ise lurroiind 
Bii Tkmne, and are His Servonli for ever ? 
Uncyou heartily conaenlcd to tliit? And do 
)M,on this Accouni of tlie Matter, renou your 
Cogent? Do you renew it ikliberattli/ and 
itaminateli/, and feel yaur lo/tolc Snui, as h 
*ie teying amen, while you read thia 7 If 
dii be the Ciar, then I can with great Plea- 
Be give you (as it were) the Sight Hand af 
kUoa^ip, and salute and embrace you as a 
neere Duciplt of the Lord Jenii Christ, as 
OM who is delivered from the Power of Dark- 
(IB, and is Iramlated iatit the Kingdom of the 
&m of GoD.'^ I can then talute i/ou in the 
Itnt, as one to whom, as u Minkter of Jesus, 
I am coirnnisnioned and charged to speak com- 
jtrtably, and to lell you, not that I absolve 
ynjroni your Sins, for no such Power is com- 
attted to me, but that God absolveth you; 
llutyaa are one, to whom he hath taid in ha 
Goipel, and is continually saying, Tour Sins 
mtjiirgiven you ;'° therefore go in Peore, and 
ake the Comfort of it. 

§ 7. But if you are n Slrangrr lo these Ex- 
ftnences, and to this 'Temper, which I have 
tow described, the great Work i» yet undone; 
/» »rean impenilent and wnkii«jing Sirniei 

" Col. L 13. ,0 L^,t8 vii. « 



163 Nol/iing short of this is su^cienf. - 

and the Wrath of GoD nbldHhoayouS' HmT~~ 
ever you may bave been awakened a'uAatartalifi* 
ivhaie^er Raolutiom you may have./itrmri & 
amending your Life, liow right soever 
Nolioru may be, how pure soever your i 
of Worship, bow ardenX soever your Zeal, h 
tevcrt soever your MoTtijicalvm, bow h 
soever your Teinpcr, how iaoff'etaive i 
your Life may be, I can speak no Cotiifertiit 
you. I^aiii are ell ifour Religioui Mopeii!^ 
there has not been a cordial UamUiati<m bef ~ 
the Presence of GoD_/ur u^^ yaur Sim,- ifth 
has not been tlvt unowed War declared agai 

eveiy Thing displeasing to God ; if there fai 

notbeeti tl»s Sense tiX your Need of Christ, wih^ 
of vo'ir Hiiin loilhoui Him ; if there has iiOI» 



Ck.i3> The Sovl's Sttbmiition. 16.1 

Tit Soul submitting lo Divine Exaiairtalian 
the Sincerity o/'Ui Repailance and Faith. 

OH Lord God, Tbou taircliat ail Hearts, 
• and trial Che Keim of th« Children of 
'Men.'* Srarch me. Oh Lord, and know mi/ 
^Btart; try me,andknom nn/Thoagklf; and 
'mc^ there be aayteickcdWay in me, and kad 
'me in the Wity everieiling.'" Doth nol my 
' Coiucienre, Oh l*rd, test0 in Thy Presence, 
' (hat, ttiy Repentance, and i'uit/i are tueh as 
'tiBve been described, or at least that it is mi/ 
'emesl Prayer, that ihey may be so '. Cume 
'Aerefore, Oh Thou Bleaed Spirit, who art 
'ibe Author of alt Grace and Contolation, and 
'invk tAu Temper more lully in my Soul! 
'Ob represent Sin lo mine Eyes in all iti most 
'.tiiatit Colours, ibal I may feel a mortal and 
fkTKoncUatbU Haired to it ! Oh represent 
'tt> Mmetty and Mercy of the Bicsned GOD 
'in toch a Manner, thai my Heart may be 
'alarnted, and that it may be melted! Smite 
'lieBock,tiiatlhe Waterimayjtow;" Wateri 
'of genuine, und Assembled, and filial Refent- 
'«iwe.' Cumiince mc, Oh Thou Btested Spirit, 
'^Sin, of Rigliteouittets, and of Judgment !" 
* Shew me, that I have undaae iaytelj, but that 
'■w Help is found in GOD alone, in God 
' A&ougA CArul, in whom aloue He will extend 
' Companion and Help la me I According to 
UTtty peculiar Ofiice, take of Chriil, and s/iai> 
'■'—'"•w/" Sbewme toPotuer(ojoue.' 
le Hii Williiigaeis to exeit tbat Power 1 

-At. xrii. 10. " Pialtn oj.iiii.'W,'!. 

» Pa^mbtiviii.20. " Jobnivi..B. 



5iS 



* Love; so subdued, as to be cruc\ 

* Him ; *^ to be dead to Sin, and dei 

* World, but alive unto GOD throh 

* Christ ! "^ In His Power and Lot? 

* confide ; to Him may I without any 
*• commit my Spirit ! Hk Image ma} 

* His Laws may I observe 1 His Ser 

* I pursue 1 And may I remain, throu 
' and Eternity, a Monument of the Ei 

* His Gospel, and a Trophy of His v 

* Grace/ 

^ Oh Blessed God! If there be am 
^wanting towards constituting me a 

* Christian, discover it to me, and wc 
' me 1 Beat down, I beseech Thee, evt 
< and presumptuous Hope, how costli^ 

* that Building may have been which 

* laid in Ruins, and how proud soevei 

* have been of' Us vain Ornaments/ 

* know the worst of mv Ca»p Ko ^a^^ 
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diip,aiid should hare icnipped them all uiimnd 
if, so lha( cccry Ncnc sliould he pained by 
Ae Separalion 1 Tear it amay. Oh Lord, by a 
tttaAgracivuilyienertl Anoby Depits.yea, 
Loid, bi/ iperili/ Advances, ^o on,! beseech 
Thee, to perfect wlwl ii slilJ lacking in my 
'JW61-'" Accomplish in me art Ihe good 
'fUoMureitfThy Goodneta:^ Inrich me, Uh, 
'Bcavenly Patber, with aU. the Grata of TAy 
'Spint ; i'orm me tn tie coapUle Image of 
'Vnf dear Son: And then, Tor His Sake, come 
'mill me, UHd inan^tf Tks/ granout Presmct 
'hm^ Soul,^ till it ix ripeitdjbr that Slute of 
'Glory, for which all that Operations are io- 
^tnied to prepare it .' AnjeDl 

CHAP. XIV. 
i more particular View of the several 
BraiDches of the Christian Temper; 
by which theReader maj be farther as- 
nsted, ID judgiog what he is, and what 
he >hould endeavour to be.' 

( I, 9. Tb JnpnrlanH tf the Caie tagages to a 
tMT* iMrlieuJiir Surviy, tchal Manner b] Spirit 

X Aeeerdtnglg tin Ckriuian Ttmptr u dacriidd. 



" IThBM.iK. 10. " 2 Itiess.!. 11. 

"JOktitr. 31,33. 

» K. B. ni. Chapter is Blmost a„ AbriJgmtnl 
■CAM ex«eUenl Book of IV. Eiatu. inti(l«d, 
naChririUK Tmptr, so ftr >s it r«Ules to ths 
** of iti For ^rticu^T At^juirjCh^^ 

Pmofi/ut Tcntpn-.lmuB^TBteC^ 
tm tie Book itsiilf. 
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J 4, AirtmnbliTig Ihat if Christ, il 

5. >litd lU rataging iii 'o ^ ipJrilUBlJy-niRiJil/l 

7. In which thi CkrisHnn Ttmptr ii mow par-* 
ticulml^ cmtidtFed. (2.) With Regarri la ihtj 
Bleasfd'OoD, u including FmT, Affrclion, ma 

8, 9. F„iih and Low a ChriM, I 
10. Joy in Wm, I 
11 — 13. Auii a jiTopir Timper taNarvI tht ibM 
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lould offer it to your Consideration in variims 
?iiMi of Light, that you may be assisted in 
jibing iif to/Mi you are, azid of Khat you ought 
It it. And in this J aim. Dot only at yuur 
Camielam, if you are ^l a Stranger to real 
Stivion, but At yuurjarther Education, if by 
'It Mace of Gon yoo are by liiis Time eiperi- 
■WaJ/y acquiiiated with it. U&ppy will you 
\t,liappy beyond Eiprcaion, if as you go on 
hn one Arliete to anolhct, you can say, ' This 
'is "J Temper and CAaracler.' Happy in no 
miMiideriJiie Degree, if you can say, ' This is 
'•diBt J desire, what / pray/or, and what 1 
fBmt, in Preference to every opposite View, 
ItM^A It be nof what t have at yet attained.' 
\2. Sc&KCU lbeii,aad Uy,wkat Maimerof 
ifrityau are of.* And may He that searcheth 
V Ueartt direct the Enquiry, and enable you 
I te judge yiurtelf, that you may nat be con- 
nwif i^'the Lord!* 

\ 3. Know ia the general, that if you are a 
dr'atian indeed, yon have been renewed ia the 
Spiri/ of ymiT Mind;* ao renewed, as to be, 
ngeneraie, and bom again. It is not ciwvgh, 
ID have assumed a new Name, to have been 
bqiughl uoder tome new Rettrainta, oi to have 
nde a partial Change in some Particulars of 
;«ir Conduct. The Change must be great 
loi univertal. Enquire then, whetbecyou have 
KHMiMd n«ui Apprehemioia^' Things, have 
ifBd«|>ra(Ju«'Jii^'n«n(difierei Ifronjwhat 
■^taW'y (I'd: nhether lAe £%/< you pro- 
j/fSf-Av'^'^"^ Khich you feel wurking in 
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your Ileiui, and the Covrie^ Action to nhidd 
by those Affections you are directed, be on tl£ 
wboleA'aoorOU?— Again.ifyouHreoCAri^ 
(iuti indeed, jfou are Parfulier if a Divine Jftfl 
lure;' Divine in its Original, iB Tenden^ 
nnd its Mesembiance. Enquire therefore, "^V^ 
ihet Gun hath implamed a Principle in 3IDM 
Heart, which (nvji la him, and wblch raaU| 
1)011 like Mia, Search your iSouf attentively, -O 
see ifyou have real!)- fAeZmn^etfaeFeo/'Ooim 
Moral Perfkclioiu, of Hit HoUneuand JI%iUm 
oufiKiti, Hu Goodnea and Fidelity; ttu M 
Kent Man is afier Goo creatrd in RigtilegM 
nasamllrtie Holintii,^ and is reneweiliit KimoA 
ledge ifter the Image of Him that created Aifli.* ' 
1 4. For vour &rther Assistance enaime. 



ttohe spiritually-minded. 1G9 

as described and illustrated in the 
nd sosurch whether you can find any 
e t^ in your own Life, Have you 
of His bevotiony Love, and Rcfig^ 
30D ? Any Thing of Hit Humility, 

and Benevolence to Men? Any 
Hit Purity and Wisdom, His Con- 
he World, His Patience, His Forti- 

Zeal? And indeed all the other 
of the Ckristian Temper, which do 
preoioMS Guilt in the Person by whom 
xercised, may be attended to in your 
under this Head. 

ST me add, if you are a Christian, you 
) main spiritually-minded, as know- 
r Li/e and Peace ; whereas to be car- 
ded is Death,^ Though you live in the 
I will not war after it ; '® you will not 

Orders, and your Commands from 
rill indeed attend to its necessary In- 

Matter of Duty ; but it will still be 
ard to another and a nobler Interest, 
he Rational and Immortal Spirit, 
ughts, your Affections, your Pursuits, 
ice will be determined by a Regard to 
piritual, rather than Carnal, — In a 
)u will walk by Faith, and not by 
?uture, invisible, and in some Degree 
ensible Objects will take up your Mind, 
th will act on the Being of God, His 
IS, \l\%Providences, His Precepts, His 
\gs, and His Promises, It will act 
*itt, whom having not seen, you will 

riii'6. wc^C^^^^^.^^ 

r. 7. 



.»■■ 



•■| 



1 70 What it include! with Regard to 

lave and honour." It will act on that unxt* 
World, which it knows to be Eternal, atid 
therefore infinitely more wonhy of your afieo- 
lionate Regaitl, tlian any of t/ioK Thingi wAirli 
are jfen, and are Temporal." 

§6. Tuiat ate general Vieuv ot the Chrtt- 
tian Temper, on which 1 would entreat jou to 

lead you into a Sun>e\/, of the grand BraHclle$ 
of it, as relating to GOD, our Neighbour, Hnd 
oarielves ; and of those Qualijicalimu, which 
must attend eacli of l/ieie ISra»c/iet, such u 
Sincerity, Contlaacy, Tendernea, Zeal, ar»d 
Prudenee. And I \x^ t/oar diligent Altention, 
wliile I lay before you ajew lliiils with Regard 
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^ : and therefore shall say nothing farther, 
of thai Fenuauon of His Power and 
% which is the great Foundation of it, or 
t Acceptance of Christ under all his Cha- 
I, or that Surrender of the Soul into His 
Sy in which its peculiar and distinguished 
e consists. 

. If this Faith in Christ he sincere, it 
indoubtedly produce a Love to Him; 
. will express itself in affectionate Thoughts 
m ; in itrkt Fidelity to Him ; in a care^ 
iwervation of His Charge ; in a Regard to 
\pirit, to His Friends, and to His Inte^ 
in a Reverence to the Memorials of His 
Xooe, which he has instituted ; and in an 
t Desire after that Heavenly World vrhere 
ellSf and where he will at length have all 
^eople to dwell with Him,^^ 

0. I MAY add, agreeably to the Word of 
that thus believing in Christ, and loving 

you will also rejoice in Him; in liis 
us Design, and in His complete Fitness to 
plish it, in the Promises of His Word, 
1 the Privileges of His People. It will be 
er of Joy to you, that such a Redeemer 
ppeared in this World of ours ; and your 
or yourselves will be proportionable to 
degree of Clearness, with which you 
■n your Interest in Him, and Relation to 

1. Let me further lead you into some 
ctions on the Temper of your Heart to- 
I the Blessed Spirit, If we have not the 

? of Christ f we are wmie of Hi8> \^ 'w^ 
H ied by the Spirit q^* G OD, vi^ w% xvniv. 

bn xvu. 24* w xv.om, ^Vvu \^. 



17! A proper Tangier Cb.14. 

the Children^ God." You will then, if jm 
kre a real Otr'atian, desira that jon m^ W 
filled with tie Spirit i" thu jou mftj ham eyary 
Power of your Soul tabftct to Hit Atithon^t 
thai Bit Aginey on your ifeorl maj be man 
constant, more opecative, and more delig^tftll. 
And to cberiah thae tacred Jtffiutnret, yon wiU i 
often hare Becourae to leriaa Contikratiam^ 
and Meditation : You will abstaiD htm l/um ' 
Situ, which lend togrictw Hin.- Yoawillim- 
prove the tender Seaauu, in which He • 



breathe upon your Soul: You will aDm 
arneatly with God in Prayer, that yoa mar 
have Him tied on j/ou still more abundant 
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Djfiitttiet Ton may meet with in llie 
of TOOT Dutyt while in the Couk and in 
trtngfh of C&riit you go on conquering 



■ pro/ittblt tmto all Thixgi, aod hath 
.iMHW ^ Ike Life toAicA itom it, ami of 
akkkittonmt/' 

,4. I>Fr DM DOW futher Ikv bdbn joa 
Brmcfe* oT tkt Oriiliini Temper, which 
I more imniadiately to ovrtMe*. And 
if jtm are a Ckrutian indeed, joa will 
nbtodlyfre^ the Satit to the £o>fy, and 
gt £tswJ fo rtow tAo/ are Tarmorat. 
dotw of the Digtihj and Value of your 
irtai Pari, yoa inll come to a firm ifeso- 
) to lecure itt Hi^pineu, whalever is to 
wigiud, whatever it to be endurtd in that 
'. — If yon are a real Ckriitian, you will 
nelothedmlh HutniUty.'' You will baTe 
p Saue of your own hupeifictiotu, bolli 
avlaadMin^; oflheMortJ^ffn^ofyour 
Bkdge ; of the Vncertamty and Weokneu 
our RetobUioiu : and of your conJmuaj 
Muiance upon God, and upon almost every 
\g about you. And especially, you will 
igtlyKiutMe of your Gialt; the Remem- 
ee of which will_^f you with iSAome and 
btion, efeu when you ha.Te some ReasoD 
ope it iiforpven. His will forbid oU 
gArinett andfntoience, in your Behaviour 
iw Fejfow-Creofuru. It will teach you, 
r m^ittive Prouidencet, with aW Kol^ SiuV 
mu>6eartke Indignation i^tht\/M^^^>s. 

Tua.iv.e. » \-pM™-».&. 
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those thatknowlheyAiiiieuinialsgaiMt HiM.* 
— Again, If }'oa are a CArulim niire^ yott 
will labour ^eTpuriluo^&ii/, and niainttin 
afiied A bkomnce of all prohibited Wkmwi !»• 
dulgence. A Kecollection of pott Jmpimtia 
v/iii Jill you with iSAodm and Ori^; and jtm 
will eticleavDat^H- IkeJiUmt \o giardyoar 
ThoughU and Deuru, as well as ymiT WorA 
and ^cf iuni, and lo alataiK, not otllj^^ftMi lA( 
Ommifiitui of EbU, \3aijr0m Me distant J^ptar- 
ance and probable Oocisions n^it ;** >■ con- 
scious of the per/ect Holinai ofthat GoOwilh 
whom you conrerae, and of the purUytHg 
Nature of that Hope,'* which bj Hi) Go^m 
he hulh tsiiL;)il ycm lo enlLTtain. 




J^if^i^tgardlo Ourulvet. JTS 

tnU, afta nhich many feel tuch an M- 
Tkirtt, ever growing with Indulgence 
ccess. You will guard against an im- 
'e Core about those Things, wbicb would 
u into a Forgctfitbtat of your I^omhIji 
■ace. If Proridence i^iappoint your 
akutgii you vilU ttibntit. If olhert be 
rotperotii, you wiii not envy tkem ; but 

no upon tktm, ■■ well as for what be 
w. ^o^mlal^lMtthodtvl\&^Mta€d, 
■ your prtumt CoadUioii ; and whatever 
lU willeodeaTOur io make lie btttqfU ; 
beriog, it is what Infinite Wudam and 
tu have appointed you, and that it it 
1 ftU Coinparicon 6efler iitan you have 
i; yea, that the very Dejiciencies and 
tnienett of it may conduce to Me fm- 
en( tttyoarjuturt end conipleie Happi- 

, With Contentment, if you are a Dii- 
'' CAri'it, you will join Patience too, and 
ience TciJfptuMM^our Souh." You can- 
leed be yiu'fe insfntible, either of Affiic- 
>r of in/iiriei ; but your Miod wiQ be 
nd compowd under them, and tteady in 
oseculioQ of proper Duty, though Af- 
u press, aod though your Hopet, your 
t Hopet, and Protpectihe delayed. Pa- 
wilt prevent hmty and raiA Cunc/urioni, 
rtily you against seeking irregular Me- 
o/* Reliff; dispo^ng you in the mean 
lilt Gop shall be pleased to appear Ct 
lo go oa t/eadily in the W«j cS -^ci • 
cammil/ing yourielf to Him m wt - 

"* Lukexxi.lS. 
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, ^«««y ov uiai utep caU$ to Deep, and 
Waves and Billows seem to be goii 
one after another ;* when God toh 
the TTios^ tender Part ; when the 
His Conduct to you are quite unac 
when your natural Spirits are u^ee 
atyed; when unlawful Methods < 
seem Tieor and easy ; still j^our Rex 
the PFt7/ of your Heavenly Father w 
against all, and keep you waiting i 
IJeliverance in His own Time and \ 

[ijr^Aw Chapter seem too long to be re 
it may properly be divided heri 

§ 18. I HAVE thus led you into a 
view of the Christian Temper^ witl] 
to GoDy and ourselves: Permit m< 
add, that the Gospel will teach yoi 
Set of very important Lessons with £ 
your Fellow-Creatures, They are al 
uv in tliia. TA/».* •*-'' ' — "' "" • 
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■and inU teeck you caodidly and 
ftikifaf to Jeok tqwrn your Neigkbour as an- 
^jtrJUy* Am jou are Mentible of your own 
J^l^ll^ .pm wiu be wmble rf m; sls you 
itffeiff JPMir, own Character j you will support 
4lh Too will ifeitreAif Welfare^ and be r^y 
•H f«lMe iti NaeeuUy^ as you would have 
|0r otni coDKihed by anoth&r. You will pu^ 
itJKorfrtf CDfiilrtir^ioii upon his dubious Words 
«d Aellom, Yoa will loAe Pleasure in his 
Biffmeea, yoa will,/^ JBUt Distress, in some 
IfeyiiWy Of yoor cnps. And most happy will 
JOB bo, wben this obvious Rule is familiar to 
.yoor Mind, when this golden Law is written 
900 .yosir Heart; and when it is habitually 
tad impoitially consulted by you, upon every 
Oecaaioiiy whether great or small. 

{19. The Gospel will also teach you to 
fst on Meekness,^ not only with Respect to 
6oi>» submitting to the Authority of His Word, 
tad tho Disposal of His Providence^ as was 
vged before ; but also with Regard to your 
Bntkren of Mankind, Its gentle Instructions 
oiU fimn you to Calmness of Temper under 
hjsariea and Prowxaiionsy so that you may 
mt he angry without, or beyond just Cause, 
It wfll eogage you to guard your Words, lest 
yoQ froooke and exasperate those, you should 
Mfaer Mttufy by Love to gain, and by Tender- 
io had. Meekness will render you slow 

wsmg any rough and violent Methods, if they 
by any Means be lawfully avoided ; and 
. H&dy to admit, and even to propose a Recon- 
*6lkikm^ after they have been enXeied \\\\a^'\S. 
dero Boajr yet be Hope ^f nicceeduig. ^o ^i« 

*• Col, iii. 12. 
I 2 
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aa t/iii Branck of the Chrutian Tei»^ 
Taib in your Heart, you nill take Care 
every Thing, nhich m^ht give uraucti 
fmce to ouiers ; you will behine your 
modett Manner, according to your 
and it will viork, both witii Regard i 
rion, and Inferiort ; teaching you du. 
titmr the one, and not to overiear or 
to grietie or iniull the other. And in 
Utelf, it nil) reatwn alt imTnedcrate St 
hanh Centures, and will comroatid dc 

Wrath of Man, which inttead of inor 
often oppotet the Rigkteotaneu of Go 
sharoea and wounds thai good Caute, : 

■ '9 boislerously and furiously ei 
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I. If yoQ be younelves indeed of that 
or, yoa will aisojpti^ onBoweU (^ mercy, ^ 
Mercies of God, and those of ue Blessed 
mcTj will work on your Heart, to mould 
sntiments of Com/Nisfton and Generosity^ 
; you vriWfeel the Wants and Sorrows of 
; you will desire to relieve their Neces- 
and as you have Opportunity, you will 
od, both to their BMes and their Souls, 
sing your kind Affections in suitable Ac- 
vhich may both evidence their Sincerity, 
nder them effectual. 
:. As a Christian, you will also maintain 
inviolable, not only in your solemn Tes- 
ts, when confirmed by an Oath, but like- 
rl common Conversation, You will re- 
er too, that your Promises bring an Ob- 
n upon you, which you are by no Means 
erty to break through. On the whole, 
ill be careful to keep a strict Correspon- 
3etween your Words and your Actions, 
1 a Manner as becomes a Servant of the 
of Truth. 

I. Once more, As amidst the strictest 
to observe all the Divine Precepts, you 
ill find many Imperfections, on Account 
ich vou will be obliged to pray, that 
would not enter into strict Judgment with 
IS well knowing that in His Sight you 
f be justified;^ you will be careful not 
!ge others, in such a Manner as should 
•n the Severity of His Judgment against 
^If,^ You will not, therefore, judge them 
^aticaify, that is, when you bov^ uo^\Ti% 
with t^eir Actions ; nor rashli^,'wv^<a>\> 

/. m, 12. 38 pa^^ cx\va.% 

t. rn, 1, 2. 



IBa All these Graces musl be attended 

eamimog into CircumsUmcea ; nor piirtialh/, 
wiihuut weighing them attentively and fairly ;. 
nor uncliarilably, putting the worst Constroo-' 
rion upon Thin^ in Iheir own Nature dubious^ ■ 
deciding upon Intentions as evil farther thairi 
ihey certainly appear to be go, pronouncing'' 
on nien'a State or on the wliole of their Chax 
racter from an^ particular Action, and involHn^ 
the Innocent with the Guilty. There is a Mat- 
deration contraiy to all these Extremes, nhidt 
the Gospel recarmneridi ; and if you receive thif- 
Gospel in good earnest into your Heart, it wiUi . 
/ay llie Axe to the Root of such Evils as these. 
'§ 24. HAVI^Ci thus briefly illustrated thl 
icipal BruncAe' of the Cliriitian 2'empe^ 
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AMk. Tkm tie yoo in Simptieity and godly 
mmiitm Jkf ham your Cknwenaiion m the 
fc ML* And ycm ue also to charge it upon 
|W ftimlj lo be itea^mt and immweabUy al- 
Ml atoiwrfiag m the Work of the Lord.^ 
lM?aiOBt not only be mtme mdden Fits and 

teofX)l0alo^•0l•, or of something which looks 
; but Reiigkm most be an habitual and 
Tkmg^ There must be a Purpose 
idkere to it M oil Times. It must be made 
JlflMandorciiMry 'BMtneisofLife. I^- 
Me and premmptuouM Sins must be care- 
jHf msoided; a Guard must be maintained 
antt the cofimroft Injirmities of Life ; and 
Mb of one Kind or of another must be Mat- 
ktoi proportionable Humiliation before God, 
ftd miiat occasion renewed Resolution for His 
iHfioe. And thus you are to go on to the 
U of yow Life, not discouraged by the 
Lmid and Difficulty of the Way, nor allured 
n the one Hand, or terrified on the other, by 
iH die Tanous Temptatwns which may sur- 
Qond and:ftt8ault you. Your SotU must be 
EmI on this Basis, and you are still to behave 
mnt^ as one who knows he serves an un- 
kmtgfbMt CoDf and who expects from Him 
\ Kmgdom which cannot be movedJ^ 

§ 27. Again, So far as the Gospel prevails 
tt jrour Heart, your Spirit will be tender, and 
ke Stone will be tranxformed into Flesh, You 
•ill desire^ that your Apprehension of Divine 
rkkigM may be quick, your Affections ready 
» take proper Impressions, your Conscience 
hmnfs eatiiy touched, and on the ^\\o\%) "^out 

« S^^' .4 '^- ♦« \ Cox- XT- 5>^- 
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Raolttliotu ptiant to Ihe Divine AuthoriQ 
and cordially willing to be, and to do, irhaten 
God shall appoint. You will have a temb 
Regard to the Word of God, a tender Cautia 
againat Sin, a tender Guard against the Suan 
of Prosperity, a Under Submiuion to God's a 
Hiding Hand : In a Word, you nill be leadei 
wherever the Divine Honour is eaaterned 
and cartful, neither to do any Tlung younel 
nor to allaiB any Thing in another, so far i 
you can influence, by which GOD should \ 
offended, or Keiigitm reproa^lied. 

§ 28. Nat more than all this. You will, e 
far as true Chrislianitt/ governs in your Mim 
n holy Zeal in the Service of your Rt 
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Mamur rfdiacharging it, and 
^||pi.|hr-& wmf be wtott advantageoialy pur» 
M rameaiberiiig, that He is indeed the 
and the hapfiat Man^ who by coDstant 
of Tlioii|^t diaeoverM the greatest 
^domg Good^ and with ardent 
Reiolation breaks through every 
duu be nM^ improve those Oppor- 

SO. This is such a View oithe Christian 
jwm eouldoooTemently be thrown within 
"bm iow limits ; and I hope it may assist 
ID tbe great and important Work of Seif- 
wnsutium* hex your own Conscience an- 
%bow §u you have aireatfy attained it, and 
Isir fiur you desire it; and let the principal 
ftfin bere touched upon he fixed in your Me- 
■rjr, and in your Heart, that you may be 
~ ' IM^ them before God in your daily Ad- 
to the Throne of Grace, in order to 
from Him all tiecmsary Assistances for 
tMnigmg them into Practice. 

4 PAATCRy chiefly in Scripture Language, in 
wUeh the several Branches of the Christian 
Temper are more briefly enumerated, in the 
Order kud down above, 

'"DLESSED God, I humbly adore Thee, 
. X) ' as the great Father of Lights, and the 
* Giner of every good, and every perfect GifL^ 
4ram Thee th^nefore I seek every Blessing, 
'iod espedaUy those, which may lead me to 
' Thf9^9 voAprepare me for the Eternal En- 
*}0jfmeniqf2nee. IadoreThee,ast)ieGoD^ 
'sDO searakf the Hearts, anA tries the "R^xus 

*»Jani.i. 17. 



' where the Error might be infinUdi 
' May I, Oh Lord, he renewed in 

* o/*/wy Mindl*^ A new Heart do 

* »/e, and a new Spirit do Thou /. 

* iwe / ^ Make me Partaker of' a 1) 

* ture ,•** and as He who hath catled n 

* may I be hi)ly in ail Manner of 

* tion ! ** May the same Mind be in 
' was also in Christ Jesus ;^ and may 

* even as He walked! ** Deliver me fi 
' camally-mindedy which is Death ; \ 
*■ me spiritual Ijf 'minded f since that is 

* Peace I ^ And may I, while I pas 

* this World of Sense, walk by Faith 
*' ^y Sight,^ and be strong in Fait 

* Utory to God!" 

* May Ihy Grace^Oh Lord, which 
*' peared unto all Men, and appeare 

* with such glorious Evidence and L 

* fectually teach me to deny UneodL 
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1 me^bythe Influences of Thy Blessed 
> love Thee the Lord my GoD, with 
leertf and with all my Satdf and with 
Mindy and with all my Strength/^ 
field my$elfwKto Thecy as alive from 
I; *^ and present my Body a living 
y hofyy and acceptable in thy Sighty 
my most reasonable Service!^ May 
tin the mostjaithful and affectionate 

to the Ble»Md Jesus, Thine Incar- 
ly the Brightness of Thy Glotyy and 
*$8 Image of Tky Person ! •• lliough 
lot seen Him, may I love Him, and 

tJumgh now I see him not, yet be- 
may I rejoice with Joy unspeakable 
of Glory ;^ and may the Ltfe which 

the Fleshy be daily by the Faith of 
f God ! «» May I beJiUed with the 
* and may I be led by it ;^ and so 
8 evident to others, and especially to 
Soul, that I am a Child of GOD, 
Heir of' Glory f May I not receive 
t of Bondage unto Fear, but the Spi- 
ioption, whereby I may be enabled to 
>o, Father/*^ May He work in me 
'pirit of Love, and of Power, and of 

Mind;^ that so 1 may add to my 
'Virtue I '** May I be strong, and very 
ms^^ and quit myself like a Man^ 
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' able Valve upon it! May I lahoi 

* or chiefly, for the Meat that pe 
'for that which endureth to Eter 

* May I humble wynelf under j 
^ i/r77ui,and be clothed with Humilit 

* with the Ornament of a meek and < 

* which in the Sight of GOD is ofgr 

* May 1 be pure in Heart, that 
' God ; ^' mortifying my Member 

* on the Earth J'' so that tf a Right 

* me, I may pluck it out, and if a 1 

* offend me, I may cut it off I ^® 

* temperate in all Things,"^ conten, 

* Things as 1 have,^ and instructed 

* whatsoever State I am I *' May P. 

* have its perfect Work in me, thi 
' in that Respect complete, and w 
' thing !» 

* Form me, Oh Lord, I beseech 
' proper Temner tnwnrd mu VifJ/ni'^ 
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■Uvjeff tod FrawfctUiom; and If' it be pot- 
HHi^4V fmtA m iusth in ore, may I live peace- 
■% «U «K Jleii/** May I be mercijul, 
Kf.W9 Ji rti er •» JSEeooeii » merciful I ^ May 
^MMfc lAe IVtUA^^VM n^ Heart ;^ and may 
^Kppifc ii in Jjwe ;"* guarding against every 
^Kliiaott of a cemoHouM and malignant Dis- 
HpiWosi end taking Care no^ to judge se- 
^Uifff « I would not he judged^ with a Se- 
^H^, friiidi TAoVy Lord, knoweitf and which 
Jpy Am CcMiaciexee know$, I should not be 
UifBioet^pport/ 

Kr^ItntnotThee, Oh Lord, to work in me a// 
Imm Quai^ctUiom of /Ae Christian Temper , 
Wjtkh may render it peculiarly acceptable to 
H&flB^ and may prove ornamental to my Pro- 
HfancMiin the Work], ileit^u?, 1 beseech Thee, 
KprifA^ Spirit loithin me;^^ make me an Is- 
pWnJPB indeed^ in whom there is no allowed 
Kfiwb / "* And while 1 feast on Christy as my 
nPmeover sacrificed for me, may I keep the 
rllteti with the unleavened Bread of Sincerity 
^*miiTrMthI^ Make me, I beseech Thee, Oh 
'Tboo Almighty and unchangeable GoDj sted- 
*Jmi msdimmoveable^atways abounding in Thy 
*'Wmrkn aa knowing that my Labour in the 
'Lord thall not be finally in vain ! ^^ May my 
5 Hemvt be tender f^ easily impressed with Thy 

* Ward and Providences, touched with an af- 

* feotionate Concern for thy Glory, and sensible 
*tf every Impulse of I'hy Spirit/ May I be 

" •• Rom. xii. 18. ^ Luke vi. 36. 

•• PMlm XV. 2. w Eph. W . \&. 

• Mat wit I. •I PsAmWAQ. 

«» John L 47. w -^ eoT. v.l , ^. 

*• J Cm, XV. 68. •» «i Km^iai^^vvA^ 
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' neohusfor mt/ God," with a Zeal accordmg • 
' to Knowledge" and Charity ;" and teach uw^ 
' in Thy Service, to join tht Wisdom of M- 
' ScrpetU," with the Boldness nf the Liaa, andj 
' the Innocence of the Dove! "flius render m^ 
* by Thy Grace, a ihiaing hnege of m; dsBt*. 
' Redeemer; and at length bring me to nan^ 
' the bright Resemblnnce of His Holiness aaX 
' His Glory, in tiiat World where He dwetltS 
' that 1 may ucribe averlaating Honours w 
' Him, and to Thee, Oh Thou Father ofMer^ 
' cies, whose invaluable Gift He is, and Uf 
' Thine Holy Spirit, through whose graciow' 
' Influences, I would humbly liope, I may caH 
' Thee mil Father, and Jems iny Saviour ! 
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mm hwmibU Addrea to God, pursuant to that 
Aartation, 

1HAVE now laid before you a Plan of 
that Temper and Character, which the 
pe/ requires, and which, if you are a true 
\ttiaHf yoa will desire and pursue. Surely 
i is in the very Descr^tion of' it something 
h. must powerfully strike every Mind, 
•h Has any Taste for what is truly beautiful 
eioellent. And I question not, but you, 
dear Reader, will feel 9ome Impression of 
pen your Heart. You will immediately 
I 9ome Uvelj/ Purpose of endeavouring after 
md perhaps you may imagine, you shall 
inly and quickly attain to it. You see 
reasonable it is, and what desirable Conse^ 
ce$ necessarily attend it, and the Aspect 
"h. it bears on your present Er^oyment and 
' Juture Happiness ; and therefore are de- 
inedy you will act accordingly. But give 
Leave seriously to remind you, how many 
I have been, (would to God that several of 
Instances had not happened within the 
ipass of my own personal Observation !) 
le Goodness hath been like a Morning 
tdf and the early Dew which soon passeth 
y,^ There is not Room indeed absolutely 
ipply the Words of Joshua, taken in the 
t rigorous Sense, when he said to Israel, 
t he might humble their too hasty and san- 
le Resolutions,) You cannot serve the Lord :^ 
I will venture to say, You cannot easily 
t. Alas, you know not the Difficulties you 
5 to break through ; you know nol the Tctnip- 
tu, which Satan will throw in -jOMt "^ vj \ 



yooy ID oraer to recover their Dom 
you* You think the Views you no 
Tbineswill be lasting; because the 
and Objects to which they refer ar 
perhaps To-morrow may undeceive ) 
morrow may present some Trifle 
Dress, which shall amuse you into 
Jklness of all this. Nay, perhaps i 
He down on your Bed, the Impression 
feel nuqf wear of. The corrupt Desit 
own Heart, now perhaps a little chan 
and lying as if they were dead^ may 
again with new Violence, as if they 
only to recruit their Vigour ; and i 
not supported by a better Strength i 
own, this Struggle for Liberty will o 
yourfuture Chains\\ie heavier, the mc 
nil, and the more fatal. 

§ 2. What then is to be done ? L 
▼inced Sinner to lie down in Despair 
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at through the Spirit we mortify the 
fthe Body :^ You have read of doing 
tg$ through Christ who strengtheneth 
tose Grace u sufficient for i/i , and whose 
k it made perfect in Weakness,^ Per- 
. therefore^ now to call down i/our At' 
to this, as a Truth of the clearest £vi- 
ind the utmost Importance. 
Reason indeed, as well as the whole 
? Scripture f agrees with this. The whole 
World has a necessary Dependance on 
From Him even the Knowledge of Na- 
kings is derived^ and Skill in them is 
icribed to Him,^ Much more loudly 
gpreat and excellent a Work, as the new- 

the Human Mind, bespeak its Divine 
When you consider, how various the 
38 of the Christian Temper are, and how 
/ many of them also are to that Tem- 
ich hath prevailed in your Heart, and 
d your Life in Time past; you must 
le bivine Influences as necessary to pro- 
id nourish them, as the Influences of' the 
d Rain are to call up the Variety of 

and Flowers, and Grain, and Fruits, 
:h the Earth is adorned, and our Life 
Led. You will be yet more sensible of 

you reflect on the violent Opposition 
this happy Work must expect to meet 
f which 1 shall p:esently warn you more 
, and which if you have not already r .r- 
ed, it must be because you have but very 
tegun to think of Religion, 

m. rill. 13. * Pbii.W,\^. 

or.xiuQ, ■» Paa\niT.cVi.-\^« 

i. xxxi. 3, 6« 
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'.ekthe Spirit. 



j 4. Accordingly, if you give yourei 
Leave to ammlt Scripture on this Head, (U . 
if you would Uvi like a Chrisiian, you most H 
consulting itfver^ ViiJ/r Bud foroiing yourM~' 
tious and Actioog by it;) you will see, tliat' 
Tpluile Tenor of it leiicbes that Depcadance ta 
Cod, which I am now recommending. I 
will particularly see, that ihe Productionif 
Religion in the Soul is Matter oj' Divine S 
mise; that when it has been effected. Script _ 
ascribes it to a Divine Jgency ; and that j 
Inereute of Grace and Piety in the HeartJj] 
those who are truly regenerate, is als 
ofasiAe ITor/tcrf'GoD, whoifgimai 
it nn until the Day of Jems Christ." 



So9J wiuMt Meek ike Spirit igs 

4Mllad ike Suppfy of the ^ini of 
et^^ mho is eiJted at the Bight 
16 Fatber, to ghe Repeatance ami 
ofSim^^ in who» Grace ahne we 
mgf^* And rf whote Fulbiets we re^ 
Grace for GraceJ* 
wBOVTE therefore siremunafy for the 
jk>o, and for the Care of your Soul ; 
i modatfy and kuMy, Eeen the 
il faint mdbeweanfj andiheyamig 
fyfaili but they who wait on the 
: file Persons who renew their 
^ When a Soul is almost afraid to 
the Presence of the Lord, that it will 
, or that, which has formerly offended 
n it is afraid absolutely to promise, 
II perform this, or that Duty, with* 
d Constancy ; but only expresses Us 
•nest Desire^ that it may by Grace be 
) avoid the one, or pursue the other :■ 
ar as my Observation or Experience 
ed,itis in the best Way to learn the 

of conquering Temptations, and of 
g Duty. 

f the other Hand, Let not your De- 
ipon this Spirit, and your Seme of 
Weakness and Insufficience for any 
itually Good without His continued 
uragc you from devoting yourself to 

engaging in a religious Life, con- 
!fhat abundant Reason you have to 
these gracious Ir^uences will be com-- 

to you, — ^The Light of Nature, at 

Li. 19. " Actair.aV. 

m.«. I. IS Jobii\.\^* 

xL30,3l. ij 

m 
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theiiameTLiiie thatltieacbealAe fieedwehan 
aftidpfrom GOD in a virtuous Course, maj 
lead us to conclude, that w btnetolail a Bein^ 
who bestows on the most uuworthy and earo- 
leas Part of Mankind so maoy Blesaiugs, uttf 
take a peculiar Pleasure in commiiniottmg i» 
such as humbl; ask them, those graeiout Ai^ . 
siilaticei, which may form their deathless SouUr 
into Ilia own Resemblance, and Rt them fbr 
that Happiness to which their RatioDal NatoA ' 
is suited, and for which it was in its first Coo-^ 
siitution intended.— The Word nf GOD will j| 
much more abundantly amfirm luch a Hopa. ■ 
You there hear Deaine Wadom cjyiw, miti 
to those who had long ttifled with her liistnM»^ '' 
tions. Turn ye al try Reproof, and I tuili pour. 
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§oudkfiMejthahemaaffiUit.^ You 
ind thermie yoa may cheerfblly plead) 
Wi faalh m»ked you to come taUo Hkn 
mk; with a Promise^ not only that ^OK 
imk, iffo^ «ome wUo Him, but also that 
femrjMhf ilmUfiow^ as it wteve, Bioen 
mg Wmier for the Bdtficatioa and He- 
mt ot others. 

Go ibith therefore, with hambleCheer- 
f to the Profecntion of all the lhaia of 
rkHmm Uft. Go, and prosper, m the 
thqfihe Lord, making mention of hii 
OKSiMst, and of Hi$ only,^ And as a 
afjmrtker Communkatiom^ may your 
>e quickened to the most earnest Desires, 
ke Bleisings I have now been recom- 
ig to your Pursuit ! May you be stirred 
wmr out your Soul he/ore GOD, in such 
resitkings as these ! and may they be^otrr 
'Amguage in his gracious Presetice ! 

nblc SuppLiCATiON^/br the Influences of 
vine GracCf toform^ and strengthen 
Religion in the Soul» 

.«BSS£DGod! I sincerely dc/cnotr/et/gtf 
' before Thee mine own Weakness and 
Hciency for any Thing that is spiritualfy 
L I nave experienced it a Thousand 
8 ; and yet my foolish JEfeaiY would again 
ilti^^ and form Resolutions in its own 
gth. But let this be the First-Fruits of 
pmeious Influence upon it, to bring it to 
mble Diiti-ust cf itself ^ and to a Repose 
lee/ 



lmlxxi.l6. ^Vvrr.Txr^ 



»u>#*cM »v iiic j.nrone of Lrrace^ 
find Grace to help in every Time 
I mean not, Oh Lord God, to turn 
into Wantonness or Perverseness,** 
my Weakness an Excuse for Negli 
sloth. I confess. Thou hast alread 
more Strength than I have used ; ai 
it upon myselfy and not on Thee^ X 
not hng since received still more 
Supplies, I desire for the future t 
diligent in the Use of all appoinU 
in the Neglect qf'whichy I well kno\ 
titions like these would be a profane 
and might much more probably pn 
to take away what I have, than pr 
Thee to impart more. But firmly n 
exert myself to the utmost , I eames 
the Communications of thy Grace, t. 
be enabled to fulfil that Resolution. 
* Be Surety, Oh Lord, unto thy S 

Goodf^ "Rp r»lpn«o/l trt •A^'' ».l.~'»- J ' 
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east* I beseech Thee, with good Ajfeo" 
towwrds TAee, my GOD^ and towards j 

Uow^CrttUuretl RemiDd me always of } 

^reeenee; and may I remember, that '( 

fecret Sentiment of my Soal is open to ^ 

May I theiefore guard against At first \ 

a of S^ und^ first Approaches to it/ 
oat Solofi may not^na Room for his 
yggtestians^ I earnestly beg, ThoUf Lord^ 
tfiU nw Heart by Thine Hofy Spirit, 
ke up 2% Residence there! thoell in 
td walk with mef^ and let my Body be 
mwle of the Holy Ghost P^ 
y 1 be sojoined to Christ Jesus my Lord, 
be one opirit with Him^ and feel His 
rating Influences continually bearing me 
perior to every Temptationy and to every 
iption! That while the Youths slwU faint 
; weary y and the young Men utterly fait, 
f so wait upon the Lord, as to renew my 
eth f^ and may go on from one Degree 
ith, and Love, and Zeal, and Holiness, 
}ther, till I appear perfect before Thee in 
^ to drink in immortal Vigour and Joy, 

Thee, as the everlasting Fountain of 
through Jesus Christ, my Lord, in wham 
c Righteousness and Strength,^^ and to 

I desire ever to ascribe the Praise of all 
Improvements in both ! Amen.' 

Cor. Yi. 16. ^^ 1 Cor. ri. 19. 

Cor. vi. 17. » Isa. xl. 30. 31. 

salm Ixzziv. 7. '* Isa. zlv. 24. 




IB6 Supplication for Divine Grace 

' Abuudantly do 1 ri^o'ee. Oh Lord, in the 
kind Asmrances nliich Thou givest me, of 
Thy lUadinest to bestow libcratli/ and richlg 
so great a Benefit. I do thetefore, oocordiiK 
to Thy condescending Invitatioa, eomt toitS 
Boldness to the Throne of Grace, that InM 
'find Grace to help in every Time of Veai.^ 
' I mean not. Oh Lord God, to tarn Thy Grael 
into Wanloimea or Perveneness," or to latiat 
my Wenkntu an Excuse for Negtigence mj 
Bloifa. I confess. Thou hiist alre^y given mA 
more Strength than 1 have used; and I charge 
it upon mytelf, and not on Thee, that I bavs 
not long since receiiied still mure abundant 
Soiiplits. I desiie for the future to be faiaii 
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'mj Breast, I beseech Thee, with good Affec~ 
'Iwni. tovrardg Tket, tin/ GoD, and towards 
'a* Feltow-Creaiurei ! Remind me always of 
'lijr Presence; and may I remember, iliat 
'itery lecrel Sentiment of my Soul is open to 
'Tkee! Ma; I therefore gaard against (Ac^rsf 
'Hwtrgso/'^in, and Ihe Jinl Approacliea to it.' 
'And tiia.1 Salan may noijiad Room for his 
'StilSuggeslioiu. I eaniestlvbeg. Thou, Lord, 
'muldlt Jill mv Heart by Thine Bolv Spirit, 
'tud take up Thif Residence there t iJiuelt in 
'mc, and uw/ft utilh me ,-^ and lei n^ Anly be 
'(b Temp/e oflAe Holy ChoitJ" 

' May Ibe sojoined to Christ Jeiui mi/ Lord, 
'a* to be one Spirit with Him," and feel His 
' itrngOrating Jii/fu«ncef continually bearing me 
'on, luperior to every Temptation, and 1o every 
^Corruption! That while the Youtht sballfaiut 
'md be tceary, and theyoitng Men utterly fait, 
' I (UHy so waif vpon the Lord, as to rentvi my 
' Shmgth ,■" and may go on from one Degree 
'of Faith, and Love, and Zeal, and Holiness, 
'laaaather, lilH appew perfect before Thee in 

* Ztat,"' to drink in immortal Vigour and Joy, 
'fioin Thee, aa the everlasting Fountain of 

* ItoOt, through JetmChriit, my Lard, in whom 
'ikdm Righteousnesi and Strength," and to 
'wAom I desire ever to ascribe the Praise of all 
'mme Jmprovements in both ! Amen.' 



''m PmIu lixiv. 7. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
The Chhibtian Con vert warned of, and 
animated againet, those Discourage- 
ments wbich he must expect to meet 
with, when entering; on a Relig^ious 
Course. 

§ 1. Chriil hai inUnitted Ui Discipla to exj»ct 
OppoHtim and Diffimllia in the Way M Ha- 

2. Thinfire, [I-] A mnre parllcular View of llum 
II labn, iiiaming,(1.) frum Ihi Remaindtnif 
tadiaUing ^n. i 

3. (2.) Frin &c WorU, tad apecialti/ frimformt 
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H cmudng and fonnidable. And be 
I, Oh ReMtr, that whatever your Cir- 
D»e» mJJhm^ you mmt meet wad en^ 

• tfaem. It will mrefore be yoar Pm- 
to survey diem atientivdy in your own 
ionsy that yoa mvf 9te what y&u are to 
', and may coendler w what Anmmr it 
muyyau tkemU he chthei, and wUhwkat 
at yoo most he/wmuhed to manage the 
it. You have often heard them aaiv 
, as k were, under liree great Ixadert^ 
stft, the Werid^ and the Devil; and ac* 
; to this Distribution, I would call you 
ider the Forcei ofeaek^ as setting them- 
n Array against you. Oh that you may 
led to take toymtrtelftke whole Armour 
p> and to acquit yourself like a Man,* 
ChriituM/ 

JjET your Conscience answer, Whether 
not carry about with you a corrupt and 
terate Nature ? You will, I doubt not, 
I J^ecti. You willjf^/, in the Lan- 
of the Apostle f (who speaks of it as the 
f Chutians themselves,) the Flesh lust- 
mmt the Spirit, so that you will not he 
1 all Instances, to do the Things thai you 

* You have so often indulged your sin- 
MnationSf that you have greiUly increated 
^rength ; and you will find the Habits 
Vfe contracted cannot be broke through 
It great Difficulty* You will, no doubt, 
«oollect the strong Figures, in which the 
ei describes a (mc like yours ; and you 
utp that it is justly dcKrihed b^ ificox^ 

^pb.vL13. » ICoT.rvVA^- 

fsL r. 17 



j; 
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an Eihlopian changing hii ikin, and llu 
pard hit Spott.' It i» indeed posaible, i 
fini you may Bad tuch an Edge and Eag 
upon your Spiriu, as may lead you to im 
Uiat aU Oppoiition vrill immediately /oU 
you. But alas, I fear, that in a litlle 
theu Enemies which seemed to be tlain e 
Feel, will reiiiue, and recover their Wa 
and renew the AaanU in one Form or an 
And perhaps i/our mott painful Combat 
be with imJi as you had thought vtoit c 
be vanquished, and your greatest Dange 
arise from some nf' those Enemies, from 
you apprdiended the least : parlicularly 
Priile. and from Inilolcac 




lUmg^md Men of the World, aoi 

a^hrkham Bretkrm studying to conceal 
wttm and teir Piety j nradi more than 
Mndy to eomeeal their Viea and their 
mem. But while^iinlera your Situatkm 
nlftriy happy, yen meet with very lUth 
m "Way, ycm will, no doubt, find great 
imtaBOlher. The Bntmiei of TieUgUm 
hold and mcHoe in their Assaults, while 
4 it$ JPHende seem tmeoncemed: And 
iMtfp witt ptobably exert himself more 
itpi yotty than Ten Chietians to Mctirf 
m yom, Thgy who have once been your 
nkme in Sin, will try a Thousand artii^ 
is to allure you back ogam to their for- 
Sodety : Some of them perhaps, with 
«aranoe of tender Fondneu ; and many 
y the almost irresistible Art of Banter 
dieule : That boasted Test of Right and 
f, as it has been wantonly called, will be 
pon you, perhaps without any Regard to 
:y, or even to common Humanity. You 
\ derided and insulted by those, whose 
I and Afiection you naturally desire; 
ly find much more Propriety than you 
e^ in that Expression of the Apostle, 
Vtfl/ of cruel Mockings,^ which some 
we than either Sword or Flames, This 
ution of the Tongue you roust expect to 
ough, and perhaps may be branded as 
itiCf for no other Cause, than that you 

Sjfi to exercise your Reason to Purpose, 
i wsijoin with those that are destroying 
wn Souls, in their wild Career of Folly 
sdoess. 
And it is not at all impTobaXA^iNjBaxVsv 

VHeb. xi. 36. 



202 Salanwill try to distress the So 

the mean Time pSfl(Bn may be doing hii u 
to discourage and distress you. He nil 
doubt, raise io your Iro^ination Ihe 
lentpliag Idea of the CratiJicvtioTii, Ibc 
du/genca, and the Companioiu, yon are ob 
toj'iineke; and give you the moat diicourt 
and terrifying View of the Difficultiet, 
ritia, and Dangers, which are (as he will 
suade you,) intepan^le from Religion, 
will not fail lo represent God Himself 
Founlain of Goodness and Happiness, 
hard Masta; whom it is impossible to pi 
He nil) perhaps,/'" ^u nith Ihe most dis, 
/jd Fears, and with cruel and insolent M 
If oner vou as his Slave, when he ki 




kaMimtmghtdencounigekifn. ^03 

Kve jfour Lift and your Portion among 
latimraU, be notai$couragfd : Christ 
}i9»tot» f^ your Sahation** It is <fe- 

ta coDTOcr Him under this View. 
ive take a Survey o{ these Hosti of Ene^ 
e may lift up our Head amidst them 
. say, More^ and greater^ ii He that is 
r, than aU those that are against us.* 
n theLord^wad you will be uke3iouni 
9kiek caimot be removedy but abidethjor 

When your Enemies press upon yOu, 
ber you are to ^ht in the Preunce of 
^ Endeavour therefore to act a gallant 
€Solute Part: Endeavour to resist them 
t in the Foi/A.*' Remember, He can 
Twer to the Faint, and increase Strength 
I that have no Might J* He hath done 
en Thousand Instances already ; and he 

it in Ten Thousand more. How many 
ngs have conquered their gigantic Foes 
heir most formidable Armour y when they 
one forth against them, though but as it 
lith a Stajfand a Sling, in the Name of' 
rd God of Israel!^* How many Women 
hildren have trodden down the Force of 
lemy, and out of Weakness have been 
strong ! ** 

. Amidst all the Opposition of Earth 
ell, look upward, and look forward; and 
ill feel your Heart animated by the View. 
General is near : He is near to aid you : 
near to reward you. When you feel the 

[ebu it. 10. » a Km^% ^A^* 

mJm exxr, 1. " Zech. x. &. 

Pet.T.9. «laa.xV^. 

?«D. xvii. 40, 46. " He^, li^^^. 



ao* Apostacy will be fatal. Ch. l6. 

Temptation preu Ikehoiitest, think of Him wJio 
endured taea tiie Crosi itic{f for your Rescue. 
View die Fortitude of your Divine Leader, and 
endeavour to march on in Hit Sttpt. Heariteo 
Id Hia Voica, for he proclaims il aloud, Be- 
hold, I come quiekly, and my Reward it toitt 
»'e ; '° ile tkoufaithfid tmto Death, and I tiali 
give thee a Crown o/' i</i." And Oh Aom 
brightvi\l\ itiAine.' and hawloagvi'iU HtLvMtrt 
loit.' It is a Crown ofGleiy, w/lich Jadelk 

§ 7. It is indeed true, that tuch at tuin atide 
to crooked Pathi, will be led forth with lit 
Worlurs ofJitiauUy " to that terrible £zent- 
tion, which Uie iiiriine Jutlice is preparingfir 
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Ok Thou that tavest by Thy Right Hand them 
that put their trust in Thee, from those that 
rise ly against them /** This Day do I so- 
le m n ly put mysdf under Thy Protection : 
Snrt Tsy Power in my Favour, and per** 
wtat me to make the Shadow of Th^ Wings my 
Bi^^!^ Let Ti^ Grace he sufficient for 
msf wad Tfy Strength he made perfect is my 
Weakness J^ I dare not say, J wiU never 
firsaksThee; Iwilt never dew Thee :^ But 
I bope» I can truly say. Oh JLordf I would 
nsiaoit; and diat aocording to my present 
Appfebenskm and Purpose, Death would 
afHMW to me much less terrihk^ than m any 
wiuU and ddiberate Instance to offend Thee. 
' Oil rsoi out these Corruptions from my Heart, 
vUoh tn an Hour of^ pressing Tematation 
might incline me to mew Things in a Afferent 
Ij^ht^ and so might betray me into the Hand 
of the Enemy! Strengthen my Faith, Oh 
Lord, and encourage my Hope ! Inspire me 
wiUi an heroic RaohUUm in opposing every 
Thing that lies in my Way to Heaven ; and 
let me se# my Face like a FUnt/" against all 
the Assaults of Earth and Hell 1 y Sinners 
entice Me, let me nof consent^ if they insult 
mSf let me not regard it; if they threaten 
ofCf let me not/ear I Rather may a holy and 
ardent^ yet prudent and v)ell governed Zeal, 
take Occasion from that Malignity of Heart 
which th^ discover, to attempt their Convic" 
faon and K^ormation ! At least, let me never 
' ht ashamed to plead Thy Cause against the 

« Psalm zvii. 7. *« Psshn Ivii. 1. 

» 2 Cor. xu. 9. »• Mark xiv* 3V. 



'^'%ii>ough agaimt myself 

♦ I attain .k?. r *' w'wtever ^ 
me Combat tojMoa< 7%!, / Tf 

; -"".Wain rte irUV^^^r-.- 

' toinlr 1^°^', ^^^ ^^^^^^ 
»•« w my Salvation, the irroat 

«.„- ' wnicn may either «*>«,r^^„ 
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CHAP. xvir. 
sBiSTiAH mged to, and assisted 
1 express Act of Self-Dbpica-. 
to the Service of God. 

Admniagti rfmeh a Surrender an briiHi/ 

td. 

'.deicafar tt( Jfomur of doing it ; (kit il 

«nil(,cAMr/U,M(ir«,«idp<i^(tiiaJ; 

hat it be nprtued with (osc affiKHi^ St' 






S I would hope, that not witli standi)^ 
all tht Viewi of Opposition which do 
ise, yei in Consideralion of those noble 
and Molivet which have been men- 
tmaie heartil]/ dctennined/or theSer' 
OD, I would nowurge^ou tomalcea 
ad expras Surrender of yourself uato 
Ml oaijjbna tuch a Purpote int/cur 
at exprettlu declare it in the Divine 
, Such Solemnity in the Mamup 
il is certainly very reanmabU in the 
if Thinp ; and surely it is highly er- 
or binding to the Xonjguch a treacAer- 
t, as we know our own to be. It will 
nl to reflect upon it, ss done at tvck 
a Time, with %uch and tueh Circitm- 
' Place atid Method, which may wrre 
tht Memory and the Contcience. The 
tie Fowfof God inlucli ore. wg<m^|<s«., 



Hies may require. 

§ 2, Do It therefore, but do 

Consider what it is, that you a 

consider, how reasonable it is, tl 

done, and done cordially and cht 

Constraint, but willingly ;» Fo 

and in every other, G OD loves a c 

Now surely there is nothing we 

greater Cheerfulness or more c< 

than making such a Surrender 

the Lord ; to the God, who c 

brought us into this pleasant and 

World, v/ho supported us in our t 

who guarded us in the thougl 

Childhood and Youth, who has 

tinually helped, sustained, and 

Nothing can be more reasonabli 

should acknowledge Htm, asowrn 

and onr Sofiereign Ruler; than t 

fitewte ourselves to Him, as our 

Ben^actor, and our supreme Fell 

can hemore apparently equitable, 

the Product of His Powf>r nnri 



Act to lerve God. 



back to Him his reootled Creature; 
ou have in Times past yielded your 
I as Imtrumentt of Unrighteoutnea un- 
on nill del^ht to yieldyounelvei uhAi 
I aUteJroat the Dead, and to emploj 
aiber$ at IialrunieniM of Rightioutneii 



S," 



i 



will also be aa attire, 
ieerfid aod immediate. All you are, 
row Asm, and oU you fan <k>, your Hme, 

)sessioii9,your laSuence over others, 
devoted to Him, that for the fiituie il 
mploifed erUirely for Him, and to HU 

You will desire to keep back nWAtng 
m; but will seriously judge, that jiou 
in the truest and ooblett Sense ^ourouni, 
D are mtul entirely Hii. You are also. 
Occasion, to resign all that you 

le Diipoitd of His wise and gracioua 
ice ; not only ouining His Pmcer, but 
tg to Hi3 UTidottbled Riglit, to do what 
!3 with ymi, aod all that He hai given 
d declaring a A«arl^ Approbation of all 
AdS done, and of M that He mayfar- 

)nce more, 1^1 me temind yon, thai ,'| I 

■ender must be perpetual. You mnsi 
rteyupio God in such a Manner,as 
ire to pretend to be your own : For the 
if God are, like His nature, Elemai 
nitable; and with Regard to His Ra- 
«atuies, are the tameyeelerday, to-day, 

WOULD larther advise and urge, that 
'jcation may be made with atlpotiibU 



\ 



Year, and at inch a iPlace, < 

tion and serious Reflection, 

happy Resolution, that what 

do J you would serve the Lord 

§ 6. Such an Instrument, 

please, draw up for yourself ; 

choose to have it drawn up ti 

may find something of this 1 

which you may easily make 

as shall suit your Circumstam 

any Thing peculiar in them 

you use, weigh it well, m& 

upon it, that you may not h 

Mouthy to utter any Thing bej 

when you determine to execute 

let the Transaction be attendee 

than ordinary Religious Retir 

if you conveniently can, a Da 

ing and Prayer: And wher 

prepared with a becoming Ax 
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§ 7. At letst take this Course, till you se( 
jfOMr Way clear to the Table of the Lord, when 
yon are to renew the $ame Covenant, and t< 
rn^Hi^ widi move sfibcting Solemnities. Anc 
gmnt, that yon may be enabled to keep it 
iha whole of your Conversation to wall 
to it I May it be on Anchor to you: 
MS cverv 2Vii9>to/ibii» and a Cordial to i 
•• jiiery Ajfikikm/ May the Eeoollection o 
ifr anmlM your Addrene* to the Throne ^ 
A(aea aowy and ^loe additional Strength tt 
fmtr d t p ar t i ng Sptrit^ in a Consciousness tha 
^m mumiimg to yonr Cottenant God ant 
r, aBd to that gracious Redeemer, whos4 
~ FniMdnen will securely keep wha 
to Him wUU that Dm/ J ^ 

4» JBwiiyb ^Self-Dedication, or a Solemt 
tarm q^ renewing our Covenant with GOD. 

^ "E^^^R^^L ^^^ unchangeable Jehovah ' 
Mid * Hum great Creator of Heaven ant 
* Mmihf and adorable Lord of Angels ant 
^Mml X desire, with the deepest Humiliatim 
'and Abatement of Soul, to fall down at thii 
' Thne tm Thine awful Presence ; and earnest!] 
'MVy tbatTboo m\t penetrate my ver^^ Jfear 
^ Hum a fttifo^/^ &iiie of Thine unutterable anc 
^a wMWcriu fltfe Glories! 

* TVemHing may justly /a/c« Ao/c2 ttpon me, 
'vImb I « ti^id Worm presume to lift up mi 
^Bdad to ThoB, presume to appear in thy Ma 
^jjattio Pfesenee, on such an Occasion as this 
*wko am J, Oh Lord God, or what is mi 
*Bmuef* wlttt it my Nature ot De^enX^^xs 

• 2 Tim. i. 12. 1 lob-xxi-^. 

* 5-Smd, vii. 18. 



* uut, Uh Lord, great as 

* also is 7% JIfercy. ifT 

* verse with any of Thy Cr 

* latively exalted Nature rnu 

* infinitely low. And I i 

* through Jesus, the Son o 

* condescendest to visit sin} 

* allow their Approach to th 

* nant Intercourse with Thi 

* that the Scheme and Plan 

* that Thou hast graciously i 

* them ; as none untaught b 

* been abU to form it, or mi 

* even when actually propos 

* To Thee therefore da J 

* by the Name, and trusting 

* ness and Grace of Thy Sc 

* at Thy Feet with Shame and 

* and smiting upon my Bret 

* humble Publican, UOD b 



i Q: 
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* hoed cf Guilty and immediately sink into 

* Dettruction, But Thou bast graciously called 

* me to return unto Thee^ though I have been 
*« wmniaiim Sktmj a prodigal Son, a back- 
*^aliimgamj» ieMd, therefore, Oh Lord, 

* I -come 4mto Thee, I come, convinced not 
^mkj 4if mf iSm, bat of my FoUv, I come, 
*§nm.mf wvy Heart ashamed ofmytelf, and 
*/wiik «i melmowleii^ent ia the Sincerity and 

* l l mnil i tj of my Soalf that I have played the 
^rWMf mi htie erred exceedingly }* I am 
^-emfimnied myte^Bt the Rememberance of 
'Amb Things: But be thoa merciful to my 
\ Umif^UeoutneiSf and do not remember against 
^me mm &m and my Transgressions!^ Permit 
^■M, Oh' Lofd, to briaag hack unto Thee those 

* JWwrs and Faculties^ which I have ungrate- 
'fiilly and sacrilegiously alienated from Thy 
^Semee; and receive, I beseech Thee, Thy 

* poor revolted Creature, who is now convinced 

* Iff tky Right to him^ and desires nothing in 
' fne irhole World so much as to 6e Thine ! 

* Blessed God, it is with the utmost Solem- 

* mbf that I make this Surrender of myself unto 

* Tliee. Hear, Oh Heavens, and give Eur, Oh 

* Mmrtki I avouch the Lord this Day to be my 
*O0D;}* and I avouch and declare myself 
^drii JDay to be one of his Covenant Children 
* msd Feopk. Hear, Oh Thou GOD of Hea- 
*WiSf and record it in the Book of Thy Kemem- 
*hertmeef^'' that henceforth lam Thine, entirely 
^ Tkme» I would not merely consecrate unto 
'*Iliee some of my Powers, or some of my Pos- 
^ " I I 

" Jar. Hi. 22. ^* \ S^wa. xilVy.Tl* 

« Heb. riii. 12. i* Deut. xwv. W . 

f' Mai. iU. 16. 
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' seuiotu 1 or give Thee a certain Proportion o 
' my Seniicei, or all I am capable of ^ 
' limittd 'Kme ; but 1 nould be vihotly TIaru 
'and TIdne for txtr. From tkit Day, do 
' lolannly renounce all ii\eJormeT Lordi whic 
' have had dominion over me," every Sin aa 
' ever^ Lust ; and bid in thjr Name an ttenu, 
' Dejiante, to ihe Pincers of Hell, which hav 
' most unjustly uiurped the Empirt Ofer m 
' Soul, and to ail the Comiplions which Ihe 
' fatal Temptations bave introduced iota i' 
' T/ie whole Frmne of my Nature, all Uie Fa 
' culties of my Mind, and all Ihe Members i 
' tny Body, would 1 present before Thee th 
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itf terve the Lard,^ In this Course, 
ed God, would I tteadify penevere 
y End of my Life; earnestly pray- 
everw Juture Day of it may tuppfy 
iencu$, and correct the Jbregularities 
trwter; and that I may 1^ DiTine 
enabkdf not only to hold on in that 
'ay, but daily to grow more active in 

o I only coruecrate all that I am, 
», to 7% Service ; but I also mott 
esigny and submit to Thine holy and 
t Will, myself, and all that I can 
^ I leave. Oh Lord, to Thy Ma- 
^ and Direction all I possess, and all 
and set evety Enjoyment and every 
before Thee, to be disposed of as 
basest. Continue, or remove, what 
It given roe ; bestow, or refuse, what 
e I want, as Thou, Lord, shall see 
And though I dare not say, I will 
oine; yet I hope, I may venture to 
: J will labour, not only to submit, 
quiesce ; not only to bear what Thou 
'hy most afflictive Dispensations, but 
\t to it, and to praise Thee for it; 
ily resolving, in all that Thou ap- 
for me, my Will into Thine, and 
>n myself as Nothing, and on Thee, 
, as the great Eternal All, whose 
ight to determine every Thing, and 
wemment ought to be ^ Joy of the 
ational Creation, 

t, Oh Lord, I beseech Thee, as the 
mt of Thy Glory ; and honour me so 

^ Josh. xxiv. \5. 



I 
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' Uar People J that I may no n 

* and Foreigner, but a Fellou 
' Saints, ami of the Househok 
^ceive, Oh Heavenly Fathe 

* Prodigal/ Wash me in t 

* dear Son ; clothe me with B 

* outness ; and sanctify me t 
' Power of Thy Spirit! Di 

* Thee, more and more the 

* mine Heart ! Transform, mi 
^ own Image, and fashion m 

* hUtnce of Jesus, whom henc( 

* acknowledge as n^ Teach 

* my Intercessor and my Lora 
' to me, I beseech Thee, ail » 
' of Thy purifying. Thy cheeri 
'forting Spirit/ And lift 

* Thp Countenance upon me, v 

* subiimest Joy and Gladness 

* Dispose my Affairs, Oh C 

* which may be most subservii 

* and my own truest Happim 

* have done and borne Thy M 
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dMolTing Nature upon me, remember this 
Covenant too, even though I should then be 
jtwmnftfg of reoolleGtin^ it ! Lock down, Oh . 
^tbttMnly flKlfaery wtk a pifyinfj Bjfe upon 
^r toMOTaHny, TI17 dying Child; place 
^21m SoerUutrng jirms underneath me for 
■^ S upp o rt ; pat Strength. 9Xkd Confidence 
'jbto My depmimg Spirit ; and receive tY /o 
Ifc-JBwfcm'U of Thitte Everiasting Love! 
giWcwf if to die Abodes of Mem ^Aii< «/eep 
m Jtmn^ Id wait with them that glorious 
Aw» when ikeUutrfTky Prrniites to Thy 
WbwPtntP^e shall heJkiJUled in their 
MniplHUit Jtefiirrgclioiiy and that abundant 
^MJem Mij whii li shall be administered to them 
^jjfo dMt EeerlaUing Kingdom,** of which 
tlmi bast. assured uiem & TAy Covenant, 
had ta IA0 Ifcpe of which i now lay hold on 
'iL desiring to live and to die, as tc^iM mine 
Ktmi on that Hope/ 

* And when I am thus numbered among the 
' Usari^ and all the Interests of Mortality are 
'ever witfi me for erer, if tMt solemn Memorial 
'dMNild diance to Jail into the Hands of any 
^jmnriving Friends, may it be the Means of 
^MUiw ierioui Impressions on their Minds ! 
'ICi^ uiey read it, not only as my Language, 
'bat as fAeir own; and learn to fear the Lord 
!«g^ God 9 and witili me to put their I'mst 
^IMBT ike Shadow of His Wings for Time and 
'ftr Eternity! And may they also learn io 
'aiisrewJA me fAot Grace, which inclines our 
Searte to enfer tnto f Ae Covenant, and con- 
Jeeeends to <ulnit< us mto it when so inclined ; 
with me, and with all the Nations 



» 1 rbeas. ir. 14. ^ ITJefc^V 
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CHAP. XVJ 

Of entering into Church- 
an Attendance upon th 

PER. 

J 1. The Reader, being already 
entered into Covenant with Gi 

2. Is urged publicly to seal that 
Table of the Lord : 

3. (1.) From a View of the En 
Ordinance was instituted ; 

4. Whence its Usefulness is strm 
6. And, (2.) From the Authorh 

pointment, which is solemnly y 
science, 

6. Objections from Apprehensiom 

7. Weakness of Grace, S^c. briefl\ 

8. At Least, serious Thotightfuine 
is absolutely insisted upon. 

The Chnnta^ *e e'InedtA »,.itU - D.. 
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of expressing our Regard to Him, an( 
of lolemnly renewing our Covenant with Him 
irinih. dioogb it does not forbid m^ other pra 
jar JragffHf -doiDff it, natt by no Means be te 
mUkf or mgfwMf for any Methods which ma; 

TV to 1U ever so pnraent and expedient. 
S* 'Oum Loid has wisdy ordained, tha 
ittAimnhigu of Soekiy should be brough 
' > MwMm; and as by his Command pra 
wi^Vkrkiimu assemble together for othe. 
iffMic Wonlnf^ so he has been pleasec 
^ "^ im mtckd Ordiimneef in which a whoL 
iito ame to Hii Table, an< 
'tmi iketmimBreadfknd drink the sam 
Ctapu And tliii they ate te do, <» a Token o 
HreAetkNMle Remmbertmce of kis efym^ 
Ltm^ of tiieeoleinn Surrender qfthetMelves U 
OoD^atid -of ^ir sincere Love to one anothe. 
aai «e«ll their FdhuhChrittimu. 
■f 8«^ That these are indeed the great End 
of dM JLonTf Sumfetf I shall not now stay U 
wt bnge. zoo need only read what th< 
■Pmd has written in the Tenth anc 
'Chafiert of his Firtt Epistle to th 
OwMrtisHi, to eonrinee you folly of this. Hi 
teo' expressly tells us, that our Lord com< 
SHttded the Bread to be eaten, and the Win^ 
itht'dtmik^mBaiMndferance ofHim,^ or ai 
t' O oB SM s ni owtion or Memorial of him ; 9< 
^tt-m 9fim m we attend this Institution, W( 
iktmjmm out Lord^$ Death, which we are t< 
itmmtiU he came.* And it is particularlj 
mmnadi tllat the Cup is the New Testament t> 
ikMfod/'ibnti$, it ia a Seal of tUl Zw 

' 1; Cor. Jd. 24, 26. a Vf* «* 

» rm'. 25. 
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whole therefore, as the Apostle speak 
Communion in the Body, and the 
Christ,* and partaking (^his Table 
Cup, we converse with Christ, and 
selves to Him as his People ; as the 
in their idolatrous Rites, nad Commu 
their Deities, and joined themselves 
and the Jews, by eating their Sacrij 
▼ersed with Jehovah, and joined tl 
to Him. He farther reminds them, tl 
mantf, they were one Bread and one j 
ins all Partakers of that one Bread,^ i 
all made to drink into one Spirit ; ' 
meeting together as if they were but 
mi/y, and joining in the Commemoratii 
one Blood which was their common 
and of the Lord Jesus their commo 
Now it is evident, all these Bxason 
equally applicable to Christians in su 
Ages. Permit me therefore, by the A 
of our Divine Master, to press upon 
Observation of this Precept, 

% 4. And Irt mo n\tu\ «!•*»« i* ^ — 
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Aen can be more desirable, than to bear about 
with you a lively Seme of it ? and what can 
wnkma that Sense roore^ than the Contempla- 
MnM^lwDeaMastbere represented? Who can 
t^wld tke Bread broken, and the Wine poured 

a wood not reflect, how ike Bo<fy of the Blessed 
B»«a8 even torn in Fieeet by his Sufierings, 
ad km 9uered Biood poured forth Uke Water 
m the Ground? Who can think of the Heor^ 
wtMmg Jgpmei of the Son of GoD, as the 
Mbf cfcm" Redemption ana Salvation, and 
■it §mi his Soolmdted toUh Tenderness, and 
mi^Umed with graiefid Affection? What an 
tmifwd Fiem dmL it gire us of the Blessings of 
Hi Ocnel^Cavenanty when we consider it as 
l^lrfitfiiffiif m #A« Blood of God's only begot- 
1m 89m t And when we make our Approach 
to OoD as our Heavenly Father, and give up 
m n e iuet to his Service in this Solemn Manner^ 
viMt an awful Tendency has it to fix the Con- 
mUiom^ that v>earenot our own, being bovght 
wUk such a Price 1 ^ What a Tendency has it, 
Is gimrd us against every Temptation to those 
flbs which we have so solemnly renounced, 
and io engage our Fidelity to nim to whom 
«S Imve mmnd our Souls as with an Oath ? 
Wdl may our Hearts be knit together in mu- 
ImI JLove,* when we consider ourselves as one 
m Ckritt : * His Blood becomes the Cement of 
ihe Society, joins us in Spirit, not only to each 
tikeTf but to all that in every Place call upon 
tte Nmme rf Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs 
tmi ours:*^ And we anticipate, in pleasing 
Hope» that blessed Day, when the Assembly 

*^ 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. • CoU u, 2. 

• OaL iii. 28. ^^ \ C«/\.^ 



ana aii omer suitable Endeavoun 
Followers and hit Friendt ; to 
whom he hath purchased with hii 
who are to be his Associates, and 
Glories of a happy Immortality. 

§ 5. It is also the express Jns 

Command of our Blessed Redeem 

Members of mch Societies should 

solicitous for the spiritual Welf 

other; and that, on the whole,*/ 

may be kept pure and holy : That 

withdraw themselves fivm every 1 

VHdketh disorderly ;^^ that they s 

nich as cause Offences or Scandj 

them, contrary to the Doctrine whii 

learned, and avoid them ; >* that ifi 

the Word of Christ by his Apostles, 

hove no Fellowship or Communioc 

that they may be ashamed; »» that t 

not eat with such, as are notoriousl 



'* 
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Im|^I and that of our Brethren, will require, 
btt those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
KMert^v should Cfiter into them, and assemble 

atiem in theaQ their most solema and 
r AaU iif Com^mmkm ai hi$ Table. 
\^.l BNTKBAT }rott therefore^ and, if I may 
nmme to say it, t» his Name and bjf Aif Au^ 
ilwttir I ckam it oo your Conscience, that 
0$ frecqti. of our dying Lord go not as it 
^emfir noMmg with you; but that, if you 
rii0d<l0M hmy you keep this as well as the 
Vf o£^ ComnwodmeDts. I know, you may 
HfHMhr to ibrm Obfeetion$» I have elsewhere 
Uta^M mray of ^Ae chief of them at large, and 
ikupet not without some ^ood Effect.'^ The 
M< Qmeaiimt is that, which relates to your 
mig pMfured/ar a wortl^ Attemkmce : And 
iCoi^aiictioD with what has beeu said before, 
I Mdb thai may be brought to a very short 
lme» Have you, so £ir as you know your 
ntft Heart, been sincere in that deliberate Sur- 
mkr of yourself to God through Christ , 
ilii^I recommended in the former Chapter? 
ipm AoM, (whether it were with or without 
ImparticsUar Farm or Manner of ddng it there 
enmmended,) you hare certainly taken hold of 
httCcnesusntf and therefore Ain;e a Right to the 
^ qfit: And there is not, and cannot be, 
qr oMsr View of the Ordinance^ in which 
Wi GStfi fasTe any farther Objectipn to it. If 
on derire to remember Christ's Death, if you 
lanre to renew the Dedication qfyourseCfto 
'}QB thresigk Him, if you would list yourselves 
Asm Peopkf if you woxA^ Wee iKenv^ ^cvA 



"Seethe Fourth of my Sermma to^oani^ w- 
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welcome to the Ordinance, but that 
stituttdfor such as you, 

§ 7. As for other Objections, a 1 
may suffice by Way of Reply. The 
of the Religious Principle in your 
be reaUi/ implanted there, is so far i 
an Argument against your seeking si 
thod to sti-engthen it, that it rather st 
forces the 'Necessity of doing it. — 27 
of this Solemnity, by so many that ( 
selves Christians, should rather engi 
much the more to distinguish your Z 
Institution, in this Respect so mucl 
and injured. — And as for the Fears 
voted GuUt in Case of Apostacy, d 
dulge them. This may, by the Divi 
ing, be an effectual Remedy against 
you fear ; and it is certain, that after 
must already have known and felt, b 
could be bought into your present i 
(on the Suppositions I have now been 
there can be no Room to think of a 
no Room, even for the wretched Honf 
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ad I see not with what Face it can be denied : 
I mean, that you should take this Matter into 
tmrmm CamtkkMtum: That you should dili- 
fMllf enqiliMy vnMler ytm have Reason in 
fim OMdenee to fre&ve, it is the Witt of 
9&m yon AboiiUI now u^^pnmtA to the OrdU 
tftnot ; And that toq should continue 



CJBglflc l i O iti, TOUT EngmrieSf and your 
Ih^ till yoQ tM. fitrtwr Encouragement 
MwM^^^ ^"^"' * 8 '"' *^^ ^ *^^^^rto want- 
Uk/ Far of Ijbia be aasored, that a State m 
^Hiill90B aie OB the vHiole ttwfit to approach 



is a Sttite in which you are 
hiMlii^^i^ibfBnouauryPreparatwnsfoTDeath 
tfJI^llaMbbr in whidi therefore, if you would 
liMkfvr yr m we l fe s to $kuilber on the Brink 
f rt M rt r mfia w, yoa oi^ wrt to rest so much 
iHte ehigle Day. 

A !BmAME% Jbr one, who earnestly desires to 
Hyroaci to the Table of the Lord, yet han 
jama rtmaming Doubts concerning his Right 
4oUai9okmm Ordimmce, 

' TlIiESSED Loan, I adore Thy wise and 
JEP * giaeiovB Appomiments^ for the Edifi- 
*Citioii mThfCkm^ in Holiness and in Love. 
*MtBllk Tliee, that Thou hast commanded Thy 
*<bii Hfi* to Jorm themselves into Societies; 
'Hid 1 aaote my gracioos Saviour, who hath 
*kmUmedf as widi His dying Breath, the holy 
*-Mmmitg of Bis Simery to be through all 
'l/^iai » Memorial of His dying Love, and a 
''BmhI of that Vmon which it is His Sovereign 
'^leasme that His People should preserve. I 
'hope, Tlwuy Lord, art Witness to the Sin- 
' een^p ^th whiiih I desire to eioe tmjtelf m!^ 
'to ifee; and that I ma^ cdl Thee \o T«jcwdb 
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' on my Soul , [hat if I now hetitate ab 
' piirtkular Manner of doing it, it it 
' cause I would allow myself to break 
' Thy Commandi, or to flight ami of 1 
' vmtn. 1 trust. Thou knaweat) that i 
' sent Delia/ ariiet only from an Unce 
' <a to my own Duty, and a Fear iifpr. 
' Holy T/iiTigs by au umiiorllii/ Appri 
'them, Yel aurely, Oh Lord, if Thi 
' given me a Reverence for Thy Comt 
' Desire of Commuaian ■with Thee, and 



'Tliou art dispoiid to r 



■wholly laupudified for on Oro 
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'flcamf Tailh, with a more ardent Love ; and 
'plead Thine otan Cause with m]r Heart in 
'MMh a Manner, u that I may not be able 
*«qf l<iS>' f> ^'^ f^' Abroach, which if 
'I m 1*¥ iSkrvaii indeed is ^aally ra^ Du(^ 
^tBdrnj/FrieiUge/ In the mean Time, grant 
'^■titiinviiembe bMgmUtfmy Tboughti: 
*Bm dat I iiMTm ott I>i%nc«, if there be 
*<f^ muuning Oceauon of Doubt, to remove 
*il,hf k mote afibctiotnte Concern to avoid 
'lAhtenr it ttupfcoin^ to Me %et o/* Thine 
'■Btliaem, and to prurtite the fiill Extent of 
*m Dvtj/t May the Views of Ciriit emci- 
*mi bl wofimUur to my Mind, and may a 
'HtMB of Hit Arttv XotK w powerfully con- 
'Wvia W)r Smi^ that my owagrotBing Espe- 
*r<nM0 nay pot it ont of all Question, that I 
'■m one tf thoie fbr whom Chml intended 
'ttw Feattqfl/m! 

' And even now, ai joined to Thy Churcha 
'ia S^il and in Lotw, though not in to es- 
'fKH and tatMufe a Ami as I could wish, 
' Maid I heaitily nrsy, that Thy BUuing may 
'ba M «U IX* FeopU: That Thou nouldst 
■JM TUae BtriUge, and lift them up for 
*«««■/■* Hay nwryCAriffian&ciei^y nourish 
'in EMMBledge, in Bolineu, and in Zcce.' 
'Ibgr aU Z%y iVietti be clothed mith Sutva- 
'tim, ttMt by tbdr Means Tin/ ehoten People 
*«By be oaie jm/faW And may there be u 
'gbrioiu Aceettion to Thy Charchet every- 
'wfacre> of ihoie who may Jiy to tbem ai a 
'Cloud, and at Dooei to their Windows.'" 
'iimj Tty TabU, Oh Lord, be/umtihtd wvlh. 

"i^nlnxznii. 9. » padm. «mm.A&- 



may oe auiy caretul to walk in . 
' that we may all be preparing for 

* Assembly of the First-bom, and 

* that nobler and more immediat 

* where all these Types and Shado 
^ laid aside ; where even these Mem 

* be no longer necessary, but a lit 
' Redeemer shall be the everlasti 

* those, who have here delighted, : 

* sence, to commemorate Hit Death 

N,B, — I purposed to have added 
here, concerning a regular Approach t 
Table f a proper Attendance upon it, a 
IleJlectioHS after it : But I find this ^ 
under my Hand beyond what I at first 
and therefore, as these Articles have be 
by so many valuable Writers, I choose 
them, and particularly, to Dr. Earless S 
Esercises, and Mr, Grove's Devotional 1 
lating to the Lord's Supper: Books, wh 
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Some more particular Directions for 
maintainiDg' continual CotnmuiiioD 
with Goo, or being in luB Fear all 
the Day lon^. 

j 1. A Lttlrr fo a pimu Frimd a* tkU Svlgeet in- 

nttditctd UtTt. 
L i Getiirat Plan of flf^otion.. 
J. (I.) Far ihi Bigm^ing of ihi Dmy. 

I. (1.) Lifiing vp tin Heart to God mt oitrfint 
AjBokmatg. 

V-10. (2.) Sitting ourulita to tht Stent Dtvo- 
tioBM Bf tht lAomipg ; uith Reiptet to lehich 
vartieuiiir Jilaices ate ginn. 

II. QL) Far the progriu of thf Day. 

IS. Dinctioni are giiiii eonciraint, (1.) 5trj«iii- 
MMin Dnvlion. 

15. (2.) Diligmce in Biaints. 
li. (3.) Pmrlmci *n Rtcrratiow. 
li (4.) Ohs-^mlhn of Prooid'uai. 

16. (A.) WatcklvUia against Tfmjitatimii. 
IT. (6.) DepsHdanM on Dieme lnjhmua. 

13. (7.) Goarnment of the ThoHgkti ahaa in 

19. (6.) MnaagemiiBl of CiicoTM in Ctmpany. 

20, (in.) Fo7 thi Concliision rflht Dajf. 

11. (1.) WilhlhtSeertt Uevolio«nfthtEviniBg. 

12, 23. i3ir«tioni/nr Scll-Ejomnaliim al large. 

14. (2.) tying rfoiTTi icili a prtip«r TnniKr. 
26. CineluiiKn itfthe LtlUr. 

26. CmElxaKm uf'lA« ClkapMr. 
D'ilh a Serioui Kifis o/' DmIA, profwr to bt lalati 
at tht Clmt of the Uay. 

il.T WOULD hope, ihal \i^o& w*<i« 

r X Coosideralion, SeM-'£sMn™a.'UR«\.,'»: 
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to a 'Retohition to attend the TahU 
Lord, and lo seat his Votci there. I wi 
suppose thai totemn Tramaction to be O' 
some other deliberaie Act W have pass 
which he haigivea himself up to the Sen 
God ; and that his Coneern nam is to er 
hoH he may Off accordingto tAe Vovia^ 
mhich are upon him. Now far hla faithi 
sistance here, besides the general View 
alreadj giveo of the Chriitian Tempt 
C*«roc(er, I will propose some more pari 
Oircetions, relating to mainlainiog that a 
ipiritval, ajid heavenly Character, whict 
in the Language of Scripfar 
walking with GOD, o ' ' 
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ind secured?* I set myself with Cheerful- 
ss, to recollect and digest the Hints which 1 
en gave you; hoping, it may be of some 
Toice to you in your most important Interests; 
id may also /Sx on my own Mind a deeper 
aise of my Obligations, to govern my own 
ife by the Rules I offer to others. I esteem 
ttempts of this Kind among the pleasantest 
ruitSy and the surest Cements of Friendship ; 
id as I hope ours will last for ever, I am 
srsuaded a mutual Care to cherish Sentiments 
'this Kind will add everlasting Endearments 

it 

§ 2. The Directions you will expect from 
« on this Occasion, naturally divide them- 
Ives into Three Heads, How we are to re- 
irrf God, — ^in the Beginning, — the Pro- 
xss, — and the Close of the Day, I will open 
ly Heart freely to you with regard to eachy 
3d leave you to judge, how far these Hints 
ay suit your Circumstances; aiming at least 
) keep between the Extremes, of a supersti- 
0U8 Strictness in Trifles, and of an indolent 
lemissness,vfh\ch, if admitted in little Things, 
my draw after it criminal Neglects, and at 
mgth yet more criminal Indulgences. 

§ 3. (I.) In the Beginning of the Day: It 
lould certainly be our Care, — to lift up our 
harts to GOD, as soon as we wake, and while 
'e are rising ; — and then, to set ourselves seri- 
asly and immediately to the secret Devotions 
fthe Morning, 

§ 4. FoK tlie^s^ of these, it seems exceeding 
Uural. There are so many TViVQ^\S[i^\.\si'd.^ 
ggest a CTeat Variety of pious Bejiecl\cm& 
i J^acumtiont, which are so obvuniA, ^"^X 
' would think a serious Mind co>3\^^wwdl! 



.hn« all, the H _^ _^^ni Uaj ^^,,^, 4B 
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uiar Model for those, who have Half or 
'. Quarters of an Hour at command, which 
prudent Conduct I suppose most may 
it should be this, 

• To begin the stated Devotions of the 
vrith a solemn Act of Praise offered to 
cm our Knees, and generally with a low 
ttinct Voice acknowledging the Mercies 
d been reflecting on while rising ; never 
ting to mention Christ, as the great Foun- 
1 of all our Enjoyments and our Hopes, 
return Thanks for the Influences of the 
id Spirit, which have led our Hearts to 
or are then engaging us to seek him. 
as well as other Offices of Devotion 
vards mentioned, must be done attentively 
wncerely; ibr not to offer our Praises 
ify, is m the Sight of Goo not to praise 
it all. This Address of Praise may pro- 
be concluded with an express Renewal 
r Covenant with GOD, declaring our con- 
d repeated Resolution of being devoted 
tm, and particularly of living to his Glory 
nsuing Day. 

\ It may be proper, after this, to take a 
pect of the Day before us, so for as we can 
ibly roresee, in the general, where and how 
y he spent; and seriously to reflect, ' How 
1 I employ myself for God, this Day I 
at Business is to be done, and in what 
ler? What Opportunities may I expect, 
^er of doing, or of receiving Good ? What 
nptations am I like to be assaulted with, 
any Place, Company, or CxicxsiXMNaMifc^ 
A may probably occur 1 Itv 'wYvaX. \^- 
jes have I lately fieiiled'! Xxi^>wyw ^^^ 
safest now ? ' 



{ 
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§ 8. AFTEKlhiiB«vie»,itwiUbaBn]fNr I 
offer up a abort Prt^er/ bening, tbat Oa 
would guickai w to eaii^ « thnt^/oreM 
Dutie* ,- that he nould/brtif^ «« iguDit «M 
of these oppreAmtM limgtni that he wod 

Eint vi ^ccen in Mich or Wtdi ft &utM»U 
ttakeniorhuGlorF; and bIk, that bt wad 
Ae/p u( lo dbcoTec and unproMiM^rNeM.Q 
portuniliet, to rwiM itnef^ceM roHpdtfJM 
and to beu patieDtlj, and Klipaiul7r aa 
A^ictioiu wbidi inaj suipriie lu is iIm Da 
on which we ate euieriDg. 

§9. I wouLPadviaej^u after thit, torn 
~ lePortioso/'&rififure; DOtaKiMtdealtiH 
whole hib/e in its Course; but mate lelc 
X useful Parts, perlia[ 
" ibling yourst 
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WatU, and some other Sacred Poets, we are 
provided wilh so ricli a \^iriely_/i>r the Atsist- 
ma ^'the Closet aod i'umili/ dq these Occa- 
wws, H3 wull at, far the Sercict of tit Sa»e- 

§11, (II.) The most maleiiat Direction* 
iriiich have occurred to me, relating to the 
Pragrea of' the Dai/, are iheae: — Tliat we be 
wiMM in the l)«iu(ion« of the Day; — that we 
\iiUigent in the &iiinejiof it, thuis, in the 
Protecutioa of our tcorldii/Callaigi; — that we 
be temperate aod prudent in die Kartatiom of 
ilj — ihat we carefully remark the Prooideace* 
of Uie Day; — thai wecauiiously guardagoimt 
ie JTmn^tolioni of it ;~ that ne fce^ up ft lively 
Ud humble J^epfndancc upon the Divine Jn- 
fiiiaice, suilahle to every Emergency of it; — 
Ihat we govern ow Thoiighti loell in the Soli- 
tudeotlbe Day, — and our Discmna wellio the 
Comieriaiions of it. These, Sir, vieie the Head* 
of a Sernioii, which you biely lieard me preach 
m this Occasion, and to which I know you 
tefeired in that Request which I bid now en- 
deavouTtug to answer. I will therefore touch 

I apootke taott material Hints, vhietife[\v,Ddet 

I euh of these Particulars. 

il \a. (1.) VoB. Seriousness in Dei>olwn,vihB- 
' IbCT PiAlic or Doaieilic: Let us lake a few 
Hnnents, before vie enter upon such Solemnities, 
j ta pause and reBect on the Perfections of the 
. God we are addressing to, OQ the Importance 
I tf the Butioess we are coming about, on the 
! Fteasure and Advantage of a rag[ular aad de- 
1 iwjl Allendance, and on the GwWXMii^oW^ 
/ (/an JJj'pocrilicaJ Formality, Wheiv en^ogw 
/ let OS maiataiQ a strict \ValcUtt\D«a» ««« * 
own S^idia, and check the fit&l VJ ani«Bi^ 
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Thoughi. And when the. Duty ii uott, let ns 
imniediaiely reSect on the Manoer in which h 
has been peribrmed, and S4k our own Consci- 
ences, whelher we have Resson to conclude, 
thatweireocM(?rfn/'GOD inil? For there 
is a certain ManntT- of going ihroi^ Ihue 
Office;, which our own Hearts will immedi- 
alely lell U9, if it impotsible for Goo to ap- 
prove: and if we have inadvertently fallen in- 
to il, we oaght (o be deeply humbled before God 
forit, lest our very Prayer beranie Sia.' 

^ 13. (2.) Aa for the Hours of tcor^d/^ fimi- 
Tiesi ; whether il be, as with you, tbatoftht 
Handi; Or whether it be the Laboar ^a 
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m Gqd by them; and that they do not 
e up too much of our Time; Always re- 
mberingy that the Faculties of the Human 
twrey and the Advantages of the Christian 
velaiion^ were not^wen us tn vain ; but that 
are aboe^ to be inPwsuit of some great and 
Kmtable Endy and to indulge ourselves in 
nuemettts and Diversions no farther, than as 
y may make a Part in a Scheme of rational 
1 manly, benevolent and pious Conduct. 
1 15. (4.) FoK the Observation of Provi- 
iccff : it will be useful to regard the Divine 
^erpositiony in our Comforts and in our AffUc- 
u. — In our Com^^Sy whether more common , 
straordinary : That we find ourselves in con- 
oed Health ; that we are furnished with Food 
Support and Pleasure ; that we have so many 
ceable Ways of •employing our Time; that 
have so many Friends, and those so good, 
i so happy ; that our Business goes on pros- 
XNisly; that we go out and come in safely; 
1 that we enjoy composure and Cheerful- 
is of Spirit, without which nothing else could 
enjoyed : All these should be regarded as 
oouiential FavourSy and due Acknowledge- 
its should be made to GOD on these Ac- 
mts, as we pass through such agreeable 
ioes. — On the other Handf Providence is to 
regarded in every Disappointment, in every 
n, in every Pain, in every Instance of Un- 
dne» from those who have possessed Friend- 
p ; and we should endeavour to argue our- 
ves into a patient Submission, from this Con- 
entioD, that the Hand of GOD \& \^w^^ 
'iafefy, if not immediately >, m eaLOci ol^eco^-. 
that if they are not ptopexX^ the "WwAt oj 
ftdence, they are at \easX under its "DVr^ttii 
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may else be ready to discompo 
18 the more necessary to guard o 
as wise and good Men often 
mand of themselves on these 
littie Occasions; who calling \ 
Religion to their Assistance, si 
of great Calamities with Fortit 
lution. 

. § ^^'(5.)FoRWatckfulnessa 
turn : It is necessary, when chan 
or our Employment, to reflect, 
•attend me here?' And as this 
habttual Care, so we should es 
t^amst those Snares which in tl 
foresaw. And when we are enl 
Ctnmmstances in which we exi 
^ty we should reflect, especii 
Matter of great Importance, * I 
bat IS going to begin : Now < 
Jiietsed Angels nre obsenrinff. w! 
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,ighl of Reaion is a Kind of Divine 
on; yet atill il oiight to be pursued 
erne of our Dependence on the Fo- 
gliti, at vrbeie we Ihiitk tmndntt 

maj btame nun in our Imama- 
t u» therefore always coi^ K^xnt Goo ; 
i>T Iiwtance, wben wg are Koing to 
[d,^j my Attention: Awaken my 
iclions, and poor out apott me lie 
Orateandof SuppUealion/"' Wben 
the Bible, or any other good Bo(A, 
ion mine Est*, that I may beMd 

Tliiafn out of Thy Lata!* En- 
wtine Undentatiding ! Warm my 
May )Hy ^ood B^m/uIum be con- 
ind all the Ontne of vq Life itt a 
lanner regulated I' Wben address- 
res to any leortdly BuiiTteu, ' Ixnd, 
TAou the Work of mine Handi imm 
Kive Thy BUtting to tny honest En- 
f' When going to any Kind of it<- 

'Lord, blea my Rejreihmenli I let 
'brget Thee in them, but still keep 
ory in Viewl' When coming iato 

■ Lord, may I do, and get Good! 



ig, that it may miniiler Grace to the 
''' Wben entering upon Diffiail- 
ijpTimethal Ifiu^, which it pro> 
direct." Tfoeh me Thy Way,imd 
in a plain Path .'" When eacomiter- 
"tmpttttioni, ' Let TkfStren^tkf Oh 

1.31,22. » Zwh-^-Vi. 

exix. 18. • VwiimMi.'V*. 
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' pucLous Hedeeraer, be made perfce 
'Weakness/'" These Insiancea may i 
the Detign of' this Direction, tbougb 
for Iron) a complete Enuneration ol 
Circumslances in which it is lo be rep 
§ IB. (7.) For the Governmeul 
Thoughts in Solitude: Lei us accust 
selves, on all Occasions, lo exercise u d 
maud mxr our Thoughts. Let ua take 
those EntiiDgleioents of Poiiion, and t 
tachiaents to any present Interest ar 
which would betray our Pouxr over th 
us set before us some profitable St 
Thought: Such as, the Perfeetions 
Blessed Goo, ihe I.oveof CAm(,the 
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•■ pereuaded, it will be much better to repeat 

Ik 9ame Scripture in our Mind an Hundred 

ID a Day, with wme pious Ejaculation 

upon it, tfaftn to leave our Thoughts at 

of ail ihote various Trifles^ which 

intrude upon us ; the variety 

will be £ur from making Amends for 

vmmiy, 

19. (8.^ Fob tbe Gooerwneat of our Dis- 

We should take great 
Aat notking may escape us, which can 
tUf or our Christian Profession, to Cen- 
»«iid Repioadi : N'othingm^u/'iotM to those 
<«n abaenty or to those that are present; 
^ msaligmmiy nothing insincere; nothing 
'may eorrmij nothing which may pro- 
noduDg which may mislead those about 
Nor should we, by any. means, be con- 
' imif tliiit what we say is innocent; it should 
if that it may be edifying to our- 
and others. In this View, we should 
ir to have some Subfect of useful Dis- 
always ready ; in which we may be as- 
jfMil'by the Hints given, about Furniture for 
nmi^t wadet the jormer Head, We should 
ilktkk finr decent Opportunities of introducing 
•sitifid Befiections ; and if a pious Friend at- 
'~" ' to do it y we should endeavour to second it 
ily. When the Conversation does not 
^^HrecUy on Religious Suljects, we should 
javoor to make tt improvivg some other 
•fKqr: We should reflect on the Character and 
mdties of our Company, that we may lead 
r t9 iitffi of what they undertUmd be&l ; H.^^ 
IXtoourses on those SixY>^ecX& n<i'^ V^ 
^a^hemogipleatsi^ to t)^emteU}es,«&^^ 
mmism/ulio ms. AndiYiPausetqfDiiitMl 
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§ 20. [III.] The Dtredumt for a m.^^ 
Closing of the Day, which I shall here m 
tioD, are only T%do, — Let us see to it, that 
Sitcret Duties of the Evening he well perform 
— and let us /ie down on our Beds in apk 
Frixme, 

§21. (1.) Voi^turet Jknotkminthe E^ 
ingy I wcnild propose a Method tometkmgi 
/erent from that in the Morning ; but t 
as then, with due Allowances for Ciiet 
stances, which niaymake unthought of Alt 
tions proper. I should, Sir^ advise to rt 
Portion rf Scripture in the first Plaoe 
sttiiabk A^ecttom, and Frmer^ as al 
Then to read a Hynn, or Pnum : Atet 
enter on Seff'Examinationy to be fidlowe 
longer Prayer, than that which followed 1 
ing, to be formed on this Review of the 
In this Addrea to the Throne <^ Grace 
**-*fci nroDcr, to entreat that God 
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ution of these Things belongeij, by any 

J, to our present Purpose. 

22. Before I quil this Htad, I musttake 

liberty to remind you, that Self- Rrainina- 

H a so important a D«iy, ttiM it nill be 

inh our while to spend a fen Words upon 

, And tliis Branch of it is so easy, that when 

« have proper QueiSiom before us, any Per- 

Km of a common Understanding may hope to 

K tkrough it mith Advajitage under a Divine 

mssing. I offer you therefore the _folhwijig 

ries, which 1 hope you will, 'wilh such 

AltaotioDS as you may Judge requisite, keep 

DBF you^r daHy Vie. ' Did 1 wake as viitli 

' God tbia Morning, and rite with a graleful 

'Saue of his Goodness ? Uow were the secret 

' Tkoolkms of the Momi-ng peribrmed ? Did 

'I offer wy solemn Fmiiet, and renew the 

' Dedicatitm of myseij' \a Gon wilh becoming 

'Attaition and suitable Affections! Did I 

'by my Scheme for the Btisiuess of the Day 

'•isaly and well? How did I Tend the Scrip- 

'tart, or any other Devoliotial or Practiciil 

'PiBce,whicii I might afterwards review? Did 

' it da my Heart good, or v/as it a mere Amuse- 

' merit? — How have the other slated Devotiims 

'of the Day been attended, whether in the 

' Family, or in PaUicl IlHve I pursued the 

'tommaa Bvsinesi of this Doy with Diligence, 

' and Spirituality ; doing every Thing ia Sea- 

'»R, and with all coneeaitnt Dispatch, and as 

• imlo tie Lord? ^' Whatfimehavel f<Mf this 

' Day, in the Mnraing, ot the Forenoon, in the 

' Afiernoon, ot the ^ening:' tJot'Ofteai^wv 

moDsmJ/sssialyourRecoUecUonVl ' ^lAinhi 

^_ " Col. iu.l3. 



^Business, Converaanon ana Ajijumnw vi 
' Friends, &c ? Have I aeen it in AMietiem^ 
' and particularly m little Things which had a 
^ Tendency to vex and disquiet me ? And with 
' Regard to this Interposition, have I receivied 
*■ my Comforts thankfully, and my Afflictkntt 
* submissively ? How have I guarded agaiiist 
' the Temptations of the pmf, particaluly 
' against this or ^Aaf Temptation, which I ibre- 
' saw in the Morning ? Have I maintained ms 
^humble Dependance on Divine If^ueneaf 
' Have I lived by Faith in the Son of OOD^^ 
^ and regarded Christ this Day, as my Teadier 
'and Governor, my Atonement and Inter- 
' cessor, my Example and Guardian, my 
' Strength and forerunner? Have I been hah' 
' ing forward to Death and Eternity this D«r, 
' and considered myself as a Frobationnerfir 
*■ Heaoeny and through Grace an Expectant of 
Htl Have I governed my Thoughts loeM, 



J^l 
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*ed Opportimitieinf doing, and ofge(- 

Go(k/?— With whiit Attefilian and /m- 

ocemen* have I read the Scripture tAia 

iBening^ How vms Self-Examinalion pei' 

)rnied the latt Night ; imd bow hare I pro- 

iled this Day by any Jfemorfci I then made 

Mijbrmer Negltgejuei and Miitakes? With 

'iMLfli lemper did I then lie dotcn, and com- 

' pose myself '" ■S'nj' ' ' 

§33. You will easily see. Sir, that llicae 
Qiialianit tire %o Bdjualetl, as to be mi Abridg- 
■wnt of the moit material Advices I have given 
in tiw Letter ; and I believe I need not, to u 
Peraon of your Underalanding, say any Thing 
'a the Usrfidnesi of such Enquiries. Cim- 
mx will answer them in a Jho Minutes; 
but if you think ihetn too large and particular, 
jea may make a alillsliorter Abstract hi daiiy 
Vie, and rescn-e these for Seasons of mure than 
crtUnary Esactneis in Rtvitto, which I hope 
11 occur ttt least onee a Week. Secret De- 
thn being ihus performed, before Drini<si- 
sest render usunEl for it, the Irtlerval between 
Uutt dad our going to Rat must be conducted 
by the Jtufcimeniioned under the Second Head. 
And nothing will farther remain to be eon- 
«dered here, but 

§ 34. (2.) The Soitimenls, with which we 
should lie down, and compose ourselves (o 
lieep. Now here it is obviously suitable, to 
Ihink of the Divine Goodneii, in adding 
another Day and the Mertks of it, to the for- 
mer Days and Mercies of our Life ; to take 
notice ol the Indulgence of PronideivcE, "w 
giving us caminodioui Hiibttttttons 'mA. <■« 
Beiis, and continuing W ua such HeuUIi 
Bod^, that we can lay ouTadvesio'^a'^ 
i'pon ihem, and such Sereiiitu -/ ^"-^ 
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leaves us any Room to hope Tot refieshin 
Sleep : A ReJ'reilinient to be sought, dc 
merely as an Indulgence to Animal Natun 
but is what our wise Crtator, in order to ker 
UJ humble in Ibe midst of bo many InBrmities 
has been pleated to make nectstmy to ou 
being able to putsue liia Service vri^ renewei 
Alacrity. Thus may our sleeping, ai well a 
our leaking Houn, be in some Sense devote 
to God. Arid when we are just going to n 
sign ourselves to the Image nf Death, to whs 
one of the Ancients beauDfiilly calls iff UtK 
Mystiries, it is also evidently proper, to thin 
seriously of that End of aU the Living, and I 
renew those Actings o^ilf^nfanre and Faiti 
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. 26. This, Reader, with the Alteration of a 
y few Words, is the Letter I wroteto awort/ii/ 
iendy now I doubt not with GODy about 
aieen Years ago: And I can assuredly say, 
tliit the Experience of each of these Years has 
eonfirmed me in these Views, and established 
ne in the Persuasion, that one Day thus spent 
n pieferable to whole Years of Sensuality <, and 
Ae Neglect cf Religion. I chose to insert 
tte Letter as tt is, because I thought the Free- 
dom and Particularity of the Advice I had 
gifCD in it, would appear most natural in its 
original Form : And as I propose to inforce 
that Advices in the next Chapter, I shall con- 
(tsde this with that Meditation, which I pro- 
miwd my Friend as a Postscript; and which 
1 eoakl wish you to make so familiar to your- 
lejfy as that vou might be able io recollect the 
Subistance of it, whenever you compose your- 
idfto Sleep. 

A serious View of Death, proper to be taken 
as we lie doum on our Beds. 

* f\^ niy Soul, look forward a little with 

* \^ Seriousness and Attention, and learn 

* Witdom by the Consideration of thy latter 

* End,^* Another of thy mortal Days is now 
'numbered ^lA finished: And as I have put 

* off my Clothes J and laid myself ti/}OAi my Bed 

* for the Repose of the Night; so will the Day 

* of Life quickly come to its Period, so must 

* ike Body itself be put off, and laid to its Re- 
' pose in a Bed of Dust. There let it rest : 
*ibr it will be ?io more regarded bj| me^NJwsxx 

*/Ae Clothes which I have nou) laid aside. 



" Deut. xxxu,^9. 



Hopes anu j.«,v« ,, 

of Life, will come to their jrerun*, ^ 

World of Spirits will open upon thee, I 
Oh, how soon may it open ! Perhaps he) 
the returning Sun bring on the LigfU 
another Day, To- Morrow's Sun may 
enlighten mine Eyes, but only shine rouD 
senseless Corpse, which may lie in the PI 
of this animated Body, At least the De 
of many in the Flower of their Age, and rm 
who were superior to me in Capacity, Pi- 
and the Prospects of Usefulness, may lot 
warn me not to depend on a long Life, 
engage me rather to wonder that I am 
tinned here so many Years, than to be 
priaed if I am speedily removed, 

* And now, Oh my Soul, answer as ii 
Sight of God; Art thou ready? Art 
ready ? Is there no Sin unforsaken, a 
unrepented of, to fill me with Anguish 
'f*>nnrtinff Moments, and make me trem 
^- -'*^,7 Dread to ' 



MiSadiMmon wr Beds. 

.8iii,tkan Mart not at the Thought. 
a-ation: \\\% i\o\ in the tower of U 
lua^ a Stml devoted to GOD, and u 
ithegreal Redeemer. ■ It may take mc 
jy locrtdfy Comforts, it ma; daconctri 
teoJb ay Sckancifor Service on Earth ; 
""l my Soul, diviner EatertaitimeHts, 
' ' r Services wail tbee beyond the G 
toer blaied be the VemeofG0D,3a 
ievfJtna,bi these qaietms.encoiiTa 
'-I Views 1 Father, into Thine Ha. 
idmg Spirit ; " for Tkou hatt rede 
^<AGOD o/* IVutV u>d therefore I 
HlfiiUy refer it to ^y Choice, whel> 
it »ake iu Ihit World, or mother: 

CHAP. XX. 
KMrioue Persuasive to euch a Metht 
spending' our Daj^s, as is represe: 
in tiie former Chapter. 

I fi.3. ChriiHaiM^i thsir VUm too Idu, un 

. ditlgt ton indeUal a Diipatitum, which ma 

.'■orv nMtaari/ to urgi laek a Lift, oi 

I Jkftndir CouMeralinn. 

I ^Jf it tlurtfm luforcfd, (1.) Frem its 

I 'U* CTtatwei of Goo, and oi redeemed i 
•"maodafChral. 

4. (20 f'™ •" eeidtit Tendency In cimdi 
our Cemjm in Ljfe. 

5. (3.) From thi h'Jiuenct tt mU have to pr, 
-r Unfalnliilootlitn. 

-,) Frcn,itiEkc«c!,t,,nokeAffiietion.lii 
) From ill happy ^tpect on Beavth '■ ( 
) OnEtBrvitg. 



• f4.) Fro, 
)i- (&} Frm 
ik'fe.) On J 
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$ 9. Wlartia not to deiin iBiprcmnnenl icmild argui 

a Saul dMituH of Religion. 
A FTaygr miltd to Ihi Slalt of a £cuj, wIid lotigi 

lo aUuin iHb Lift rtarmnundtd abovf, 
§ 1. T HAVE been assigning, in theprcmi- 
1. ing Chapter, what I fear will seem lo 
some of my Headers so hard a Talk, that they 
will want Courage to ellempt if; acd it i» in- 
deed a Lifeiamaay Eespects so far above t^t 
vt the Generalits of Christiatu, that 1 am nM 
^vi1)lout Apprehensions, that tnan^, who deserts 
the Name, may think the Direclioas carried to 
on ujtnecaeary Degree of Nicety and Strict- 
ness. But I fear, much of WeCrediiaod Com- 
fort of ChrUlianily Is lost, in Consequence of 
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themselvesy if they do not plunge us into 
It. Many of these Rules would appear 
ly practicabkyit Men would learn to know 
Value €f Tvmy and particularly to redeem 
cm unmeoettary Sleep, which wastes many 
len Hours of the Day: HourSy in which 
ly of God's Servants 9ie delighting them- 
Cf in Himy and drinking in AiU Draughts 
he Water of Life; while these their Bre- 
n are Numbering upon their Beds, and lost 
Hiin DreamSy as far below the common 
jertainments of a Rational Creature, as the 
asures of the sublimest Devotion are above 
n. 

2. I KNOW likewise, that the Mind is very 
le and inconstant; and that it is a hard 
ing to preserve such a Government and 
thority over our Thoughts^ as would be ver^/ 
'rahUj and as the Flan I have laid down 
I require. But so much of the Honour of 
)I>, and so much of your own true Happi- 
% depends upon it, that I beg you will 
e me a patient and attentive Hearing while 
n pleading with you ; and that you will seri- 
ily examine the Arguments^ and then Jud'ge, 
ether a Care and Conduct like that which 1 
re advised, be not in itself reasonable', and 
ether it wUl not be highly conducive to your 
n^ort and Usefulness in Life, your Feace 
jjeathy and the Advancement and Increase 
your Eternal Glory. 

§ 3* Let Conscience say, whether such a 
/e, as I described above, be not i'ti itself 
^hfy Reasonable, Look ovet the ^u\)%lauv:v. 
if again, and bring it under a close "E^amv 
iwiy for I am very appteVvewsvNfe, ^^-^n. ^<^^ 
t Objections may arise a^\m\. the. x»U 



lleview, that you are •«•«, ^. 
that you are purchated with the Blood cf jam 
and then say, Whether theu Relatiom in whi 
\ ou stand, do not demand all that Applicati 
and Resolution which I would engage you 
Suppose all the Counsels I have given, reduc 
into Practice. Suppose every Day begun a 
concluded with such devout Breathinfft al 
OoD, and such holy Retirements for Momi 
and Evening Converse with Him and with vf 
own Heart : Suppose a daily Care, in U( 
triving how your Time may be managed, } 
in reflecting how it has been employed : S 
pose this Keeard to GODy this Sense oj 
jPresence, and Zeal for his Gloryy to 
through your Acts of Worship, your How 
Business and Recreation : Suppose this A 
t ion to Provideruiefihis Guard against I'ei 
fionSf this Dependance upon Divine Infix 
this Government of the Thoughts in Sol 
" •'- Tiisr/mrses in Company: ^ 
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iger or shorter ; and suppose this to 
i at the Close of Life, in the full 
your rational Faculties : Will there 
to Mtf in the Reflection, ^ I have 
mich raim in Religion : The Author 
m% did not deserve all this from me : 
Igence, less FidcUty, less Zeal than 
It have been an Equivalent for the 
ichwas shed for my Redemption. A 
\y Heart f a part of my Time^ a Part 
howrtf might have sufficed Jbr him^ 
giyen me all my Powers ; for him, 
delivered me from that Destruction, 
tuld have made them my everlasting 
; for him, who is raising me to the 
31 a blissful Immortality.' Can you 
face say this? If you cannot, then 
r Conscience heart Witness, that all 
3m mended is reasonable ; that Duty 
tude require it; and consequently, 
3ry allowed Failure in it, you bring 
in your own Soul, you offend GoD, 
twortby your Christian Profession, 
[MTREAT you farther to consider, 
uch a Conduct as I have now been 
ding, would not conduce much to 
fort and Usefulness in Life, Reflect 
What is true Happiness ? Does it 
Distance from GOD, or in Nearness 
Surely you cannot be a Christian, 
1 cannot be a rational Man, if you 
hether Communion with the great 
' our Spirits be a Fleasure and FcZc- 
' if if be, then 8ure\y iVie^ cnjofy mo%l 
keep Him most constantly \tvVV«.>». 
t but know in y out owuCoxv^^xew^fci 
iw which makes the Hapfwvw* ^l 
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HeaeeHi a.ad iherefore the more of it ani 
enjoys upon Earth, tlie more of Heaven 
down into hia Soul. If you have mai 
Trial of Rcligion,thonn]i it be but a/eui I 
or Wetkt since you first becmne acqii 
with it, you must be some Judge of it 
your own Experience, tehich bave be 
most pleasant IJat/s of your Life ? Has 
not been those, in wliich you have octet 
upon these Priocipl^s? those, in whic 
have most steadily and resolutely earrie 
through every Hour of Time, and ever 
cumaiance of Life! The C/ietk, ■whic 
must in many Instances give to your oi 
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thoQgfa Mankind be, in this corrupt State, so 

mhappily inclined to imitate evil KravipU^ 

j adier than eood ; yet it may be expected, that 

lUe your Light thines before Men, some see- 

wgyour good Works will eDdeavour to trans- 

mbe them in their own Lives, and so to glorify 

jwr Father which is in Heaven,* The Charm 

rfsQch beautiful Models would surely impress 

ftKy aod incline them at least to attempt an 

hitation; and every Attempt would dispose 

% another. And thus, through the Divine 

GoodnesSy you might be intitlcd to a Share in 

4e Praisef and the Reward, not only of the 

Good jTOu had immediately done yourself, but 

' brwiie of that which you had engaged others 

(d do. And no Eye, but that of an all-search' 

^g GODy can see, into what distant Times or 

Places the blessed Consequences may read). 

In erery Instance in what these Consequences 

appear, it will put a generous and sublime Joy 

into your Heart, which no worldly Prosperity 

could afford, and which would be the liveliest 

EaMem of that high Delight v/hich the Blessed 

GODjeelSy in seeing and making his Creatures 

§6. Iris true indeed, that, amidst all these 
]»0U8 and benevolent Cares, Afflictions may 
eome, and in some Measure interrupt you in 
the Midst of your projected Schemes. But 
sorely these Afflictions will sit much lighter, 
when your '^eauti^ gladdened with i\i% peaceful 
wadjoyfid Re/lection of your own Mind, and 
with so honourable a Testimony of Conscience 
before God and Man. Delightful will it be, 
to go back to past Scenes in your pleasing Re- 

« Mat. V. 16, 




view, uid to fAinft, that you have not oqI] 
sincereit/ huntbling yourielf for those pa 

Jauei, which Affiictioat may bring to ym 
membrarKe; butthatyouhavegraenitifrM 
Proofi of the Sincerity of that Humiliati 
a real Refitrvialioii of what has been amiE 
by ortin; with streDuous and vigoious B 
tion on the contrary Principle. And 
Cottverie toith God, and doitig Good to 
are made t/ic great Btamest and Pleiui 
Jj/e.yott will find a Thousand Opporli 
of^jayment, even in the Midst of tha 

fiiclions, which would render you go ina 
o! reliihing the Pleaaira of Sciae,that li\ 
Menlian of them might in those Circumsi 
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yme into your ThoughtSy would you caution 
t Friend or ChUd against conducting him" 
^hy nick BmUs as I have advanced ? The 
atian may perhaps seem unnecessary , where 
Ansv)er is so plain and so certain. Well 
Q, let me beseech you, to learn how you 
\dd HoCj by reflecting how you unmld die, 
I what a Course yovL would wish to look back 
n, when you are just quitting this World, 
I entering upon another. Think seriously ; 
It if I>eaM^ould surprise you on a sudden, 
. you should be called into Eternity at an 
wr^s or a Minute's Warning, would you not 
i that your last Day should have been thus 
Kfiy and the Course of it, if it were a Day 
iealth and Activity, should have been thus 
wged 1 Would you not wish, that your Tjord 
xiXd find you engaged in such Thoughts, and 
nich Pursuits? Would not the Passage, 
Flight from Earth to Heaven, be most easy, 
4 pleasant, in this View and Connection ? 
d on the other hand, If Death should make 
"€ gradual Approaches, would not the Re- 
nbrance of' such a pious, holy, humble, dili- 
\ty and useful Life, make a dying Bed much 
\er and easier, than it would otherwise be ? 
u would not die, depending upon these 
hsgs: G0D/br6{(^, that you should! Sensible 
3rour many Imperfections, you would, no 
ibt, desire to throw yourselves at the Feet of 
riit, that you might appear before God, 
thed with his Righteousness, and washed in 
Blood, You would also with your dying 
mtb ascribe to the Riches of b\s Oiqjc^ eroerv) 
/ Disposition you had found \t\ 'joxa 'tt>e«xx, 
««yy wort At/ Action you bad )aee\i «\^\^ 
eHbrm. But would it noX %vi^ ^^^ 
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i upon yoa bad mot bee* n som ; 
that yoH had, from bd hambte Princii 
gTotenil Love, gioryied your Btaeenfy 1 
OR Earth, and id lome Degree, thong 
with the Perfection you could desire,^ 
the Work which he had gtvenyou to do;* 
you Iwd been living for mBny past Yean 
f Ae Borden of Hanxa, and endeavouri 
form yonr Heart and Life to the IVnp 
Monwn of its Inhabitants? 

§ 9. And once more, Let me intreat ] 
citmtht Fine you Trill tiaie a/VAif JU 
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mpUun^Hbaa ithad^oo moTt^of your Though u 
mi Cares: But od the contrary, you have the 
highnt Reason to believe^ that if anj/ Thing 
*ere capable of exciting your Indignation and 
fBor Grief there, it would be, that amidst so 
■By Moiive»f and so many Advantages^ you 
tKTted youruifno more in the Prosecution of 
9tk a Frixe. 

$ 9. But I will not enlarge on so clear a 

Cney and therefore conclude the Chapter with 

Uioding you, that to allow yourself deli be- 

atdy to sit down satisfied with any imperfect 

i\ Attainments in Religion, and to look upon a 

aere confirmed and improved State of it us 

■bat YOU do not desire, nay, as what you 

ttcretfy resolve that you will not pursue; is 

one of the most fatal Signs we can well imagine, 

that you are an entire Stranger to the first 

Prineiples of it, 

A Prayer suited to the State of a Souif who 
desires to attain the Life recommended above. 

« O LESSED God, I cannot contradict tlio 

* X) Force of these Reasonings : Oh that I 

* mi^t feel more than ever the lasting Effects 

* of them ! Thou art the great Fountain of 

* Being, and of Happiness; and as from Thee 
*mu Being was derived, so from Thee my 
' Happiness dlreciiy fiows ; and the nearer I 

* am to Thee, the purer and the more delici- 

* ous is the Stream, With Thee is the Foun- 

* tain of Life; in Th/ Light may I see Light ! * 

* The great Object of my final Hope is tf» 
'dwell for ever with Thee. O'w^ t^^ ^\^'^'* 

'some t'oretaste of that Delight .' 0\n^ tcv^^> 

• Paalm xxxt\.9. 
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' bese(!ch Thee, to ex]>erience the Bleite 
' of that Man, whofeoreth tlie Lord, ana 
' aelighteth greatli/ in His Commandme. 
' and iojbrm my Heart by Thy Grace, t 
• may be in the Fear of the Lord aU the 
•long."' 

' To Tliee nay rny awakening Though 
'directed; and with the first Ray of Ligh 
' visits mine opening Eyes, lift up. Oh 1 
' the Light of Thy Countenance upon k 
' When ay Faculties are routed fn»n 
' broken Stale, in which they lay, while bi 
'and as it v/eie annihilated in Sleq>,iDAym^ 
' Action! be consecrated to Thee, Oh God 
■ ^Ivcst we Lij^hl, «ho jTivfsf mp, as it ■ 
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may I abide with Thee;^' not being slothful 
m BusinesSf hut/ervent in Spirit, serving the 
lord/ ^* May I know the Value of Time, and 
ahniys improve it to the best Advantage, in 
'«c& Duties as Thou hast assigned me, how 
'biD soever they may seem, or how painful 
'»eoer they may be ! To Thy Glory, Oh 
'Loidy may the Labours of Life be pursued ; 
'aid to 2ny Glory may the Kefreshments of 
*ft be souKht ! Whether I eat, or Drink, or 
* whatever 1 do^^ may that End still be pur- 
'flwci, and may it be attained/ And may every 
^R^reshmentf and Releasejrom Business, pre- 
pare me to serve Thee with greater Vigour 
and Resolution! 

' May mine Eye be watchful to observe the 
Descent of Mercies from Thee ; and may a 
grateful Sense of Thine Hand in them add a 
Savour and a Relish to all ! And when Jf- 
pctions come, which in a World like this I 
would accustom myself to expect, may I 
remember that they come from Thee; and 
may that'^u/Zy reconcile mc to them, while 
I firmly believe, that the same Love which 
ffives us our daily Bread, appoints us our 
aaUjf Crosses; which I would learn to take 

31, that I m^ij follow my dear Lord,^^ with a 
'emper like that which he manifested, when 
ascending Calvary for my Sake ; saying like 
Him, The Cup which my Father hath given 
me, shall I not drink it 7^"^ And when I enter 
' into Temptation, do Thou, Lord, deliver me 
from Evil/ " Make me sensible, I intreatThee, 

» 1 Cor. rii, 20. i* Hom.xvv.W. 

" 1 Cor. X. 31. i« ^aiVVm.'^^. 

f^ John xvUi. 11. I* ^^t, T\« Vi- 



*■ ally answer the great rwrpuwe* vj .-^w, 
' honouring Thee, and diffusing useful Kno 
^ ledge and Happiness in the World 1 k 
' when I am aiont^ may I remember 
' Heavenly Father is with me ; and may 
' enjoy the Pleasure of Thy Presence, and j 
' the animating Power of it, awakening 
' Soul to an earnest Desire to think, and < 
'BsinThy Sight ! 

*• Thds let my Days he spent: And let tl 
' always he closed in Thy Fear, and und( 
^ Sense of Thy gracious Presence ! Meet 
*• Oh Lord, mfntne Evening Retirements / ] 
^ I choose the most proper Time for them ; i 
' I diligently attend to Reading and Prm 
*' and when I review my Conduct, may I < 
^with an impartial Eye! Let not Self 
*• spread a false Colouring over it; but m 
* judge myself, as one that expects to be^'ti 
' of the Lord, and is very solicitous he me 

T^— tctK«\ sfinrrhest all Ht 
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1 humbly hoping in Thy Mercy 
'im, whether my Days on Earth be 
or the Residue of them he cut off 
itl*^ If Death comes by a leisurely 
nay it 6nd me thus employed; and 
edon a sudden to exchange Worlds, 
ast Days and Hours be found to 
conducted by such Maxims as these ; 
have a sweet and easy Passage from 
ts of Time to the infinitely no^/er 
an immortal State ! I ask it through 
while on Earth was the fairest Pat- 
ZxampU of every Virtue and Grace, 
low lives and reigns with Thee, able 

the uttermost:^ To Him having 
would fly, with humble Acknow- 

that I am an unprofitable Servant ; ^ 
Glory, for ever and ever. Amen.' 

CHAP. XXI. 

1 against various Temptations, 
h the young Convert may be 
iside from the Coarse recom- 

above. 

•8 continue, after the first Difficulties 
i Chap.xvi,) are broken through, 
r Cautions f (1.) Against a sluggish 
nt Temper, 
inst the excessive Love of sensitive Plea - 

to a Neglect of Business, and needUss 

Intt the Snares of vain Com'paiv^. 

riii. 10. w HeVi.Vtt,^*^ 

d, 10. A 



2')4 The yourtg Converl is cautioned 

$ 6. (i.) Agaimt iicetsivt Hurti« cj worlA 

ButitLea: 
7. Which it infnroidbiitkf/iitalCatiftqutneiilhi 

haiie had in nwnii Com. 
e. Tin Cliapler canciudti uit/i an £ii^laliiin, 

die 10 thii World, and livt to aaathgn 
And llic ynang Cantert't Prater far Suin* 7*i 

lection agnmt the Dangers aritiag film ifc 

Srinrei. 

j 1. ' I 'HE RcpreeeTilation I have bei 
V. making of the Pleamre and A\ 
vaaluge of a Life tpetil in Devotedness to Oc 
and Communion wiib Him, as I have detciibi 
it above, ivill I hope cg"^ ^"u, my ije 
Keader, to form some Purpaset, and makeiei 
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1 1 would now have some par- 

IT you therefore, in the first 
\rould guard Against a sluggish 
Ttper. The Love of Ease in- 
to the Heart, under a Variety 
enceSf which are often allowed 
mptations of a grosser Nature 
nitted. The mispending a little 
ise and good Men but a small 
is sometimes runs them into 
nces. It often leads them to 
\e Seasons regularly allotted to 
) defer BusinesSf which might 
iotWy but being put off from 
it done at all ; and thereby the 
ire at least diminished, ana the 
.mity diminished proportion- 
si upon it, that very frequently 
/ open to farther TemptationSf 
in consequence of heingfound 
therefore suspicious of iSiefrst 
is Kind. Remember, that the 
an active Being, and that it 
easure in Activity. Gird up 
ns of your Mind.^ Endeavour 
Iways wellemployed. Be exact, 
ible Reverence use the Expres- 
pointments with God, Meet 
Morning; and say not with 
en the proper hour of rising is 
ore Sleep, a little more Slum- 
, which Prudence shall advise 
versation, and to otKer Rtwe.- 
m that is elapsed^ wi^ii^ "v^:^- 
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S65 Cautions against the 

f)reseen and imporlanl Engsi^menl pi 
r'lK ntid bfgune. Quit Me Cianpany c 
dearpst Frieuds, and rftire toj/our prop 
lincjt, wlwlhet ii be in Ihe Field, the S 
the Closet. Forby oclingron/rofy lotbi 
liiciales of your Mind, bs to leial U it 
Uie present Moment bat to do, ihongl 
but in the Manner of tpending Holfan 
tome Degree of Gviit is contracted. 
Habit is chtrliiied, which may draw t 
iimch u'orjE ContfflHMires. Consider ibi 
what Duliei are to be diipatehed, and i\ 
Seasons, Je'orm i/mir Flan as pradentfy 
can, and piirsae it retolule/y; unless nnj 
peeled Incident arisps, which leads you 
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cjT;^ but mhmitted to Want, to Difficulties, 
imI HardihipSf in the Way of Duti/, and some 
tf tbem of the extremest KiiuK and Degree ^ for 
le Glory of God and the Salvation of Men. 
h thin Way we are io Jbllow him ; and as we 
bow not how soon we may be calkdy even to 
tttiii unto Blood, striving against Sm/ it is 
eerlmiDly bat to accustom ourselves to that Dis- 
dpUnCf which we may possibly be called out to 
eiercMe» even in such rigorous Heights. A 
toft and delicate Life wiW give Force to Temp- 
tationg, which might easily be subdued by one, 
who has habituated himself to endure Hardship 
as a good Soldier of Jesus Christ.^ It also pro- 
iuca an Attachment to this World, and an 
UmoUUngness to leave it ; which /// becomes 
fAoiewho are Strangers and Pilgrims on Earth, 
and who expect so soon to be called away to 
thai better Country which ihey profess to seek.'' 
Add to thiS| that what the World calls a Life 
of-rPleasure, is necessarily a Life of Expence 
too, and may perhaps lead you, as it has done 
many others, and especially many who have 
been setting out in the World, beyond the Li- 
wuti which Providence has assigned ; and so 
tfkera little Course of Indulgence may produce 
proportionable Want, And while in other 
Casa it is true, that Bity should be shewn to 
the Poor, thb is a Poverty that \s justly con- 
imtptibU. because it is the Effect of a Man*s 
mm Tolly; and when vour Want thus comes 
uppnjfou as an armed Man,^ you will not only 
find yourself disarmed of a Capacity for per- 

< Rom. XV. 3. » Heb, ti\\. Ae. 

• 2 Tim. n. 3. 7 Heb . x.i. \^— \^ 

*Proir. n. IJ, 
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forming those Works of Charity wliich we ta 
ornamenlal to a Ciirislian Profeaitm, but pio^ 
bably will be anderstrang Temptationt to sonw 
loo) Arlijice at mean Ciiinp^ianre, quite beneatb 
t/ie Chriitian Chiiracler,Bkad titatotan tuirigkt 
Man. Many who once made a high f ro/et- 
sicm, after a Series o! lucA tony 3.Dd icanJaioKk 
Shijis, have ^len iota the Infamy of Banh* 
ruplt, and of the Koni Kind of Banknipli 1 1 
mean suc/i, as have lavished avmi/ ontkemitlftt 
what was iDdeed l/te Fmpcrtif of ollien, gmd 
BO have injured, and perhaps ruined, the indta- 
Irioat, to feed a fuolith, luxurioia, or oiteala- 
tiaiu Bnaiour, wliich while indulged was ihs 
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Ch. s 1 • Snares of Company . ! 

lible Degrees to grow still more encroacJi Ing a 

imperious in their Demands ; as if tliey ch 

/ to be ruined with them, rather than to check th 

* ^™J ■ what seems a Trifle, Remember, and cc 

^■i, ider that excellent Itemark, sealed % the R, 

"^ " tf so many Thousands : * He that despis 

Woe '"^'^ Thingsy shall fall by little and little/ 

J* , § 5. In this View, gire me Leave also s( 

j^j.r* ouily and tenderly to caution you, my d 

^^' I Seider, against the Snares of vain Compa 

■ I I speak not, as before, of that Com pan i/, wh 

idu- '^openly licentious ^nd profane,' I hope, th 

,^.. ; ii something now in your Temper and Vie 

i ik I ^^*^ would engage you to turn away fr 

^ mcA with Detestation and Horror, But I ^ 

pvj leech you to consider, that those Compani 

^ may be very dangerousy who might at first g 

you but very little Alarm : 1 mean thosCj v 

though not the declared Enemies of llcligi 

9nd professed Followers of Vice and Diwrc 

yet nevertheless have no practical Se?ise of 1 

J wac Things on their Hearts, so far as can 

judged by their Conversation and Behavio 

Vou must often of Necessity be with such F 

,' tauM ; and Christianity not only allows, -but 

qfiire$y that you should, on all expedient Oc 

abas of Intercourse with them, treat them u 

Civility and Respect : But choose not such 

jwXTmost intimate Friends, and do not contr 

I . to tpend most of your Leisure Moments am( 

? tbam. For such Converse has a sensible T 

dency to alienate the Soul from God, and 

, 7 render it unfit for all Spiritual Communion \\ 

J- him. To convince you of this, do V^wV rcj 

^ on yotir own Experience^ wVieiv ^ov\ Wnc^' 

for many Hours together amoT\9; P er sous c 

a Character, Do you not ^ud ^OM\^<e 
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indisptistd /or Detiolional Eierciiet? Do you 
not find your Heart, bj ioaensible Degteei, 
more and more inclined lo a Cun/ormi/y f o lAu 
World, and to look wiih o lecrct DitreluA oa 
(Awe Ohjectt and Empluynitmli, lo \vhich Re»- 
SOQ directsBi tAenub'ei'and (Ae^j? Obserr* 
Me Si/mptoms, and guard Bgainsl (Ac Snore in 
Time: And for this Purpose, endeoTOur tD 
/omi Friendihipt, founded in Piclif, and inp* 
ported by it. A a Companion of them Ihaljao' 
Cod, and ^ them that keep hit Frecepttf 
You well know, that in the sight of Goa tittjl 
are the Excdteni of the Earth; let them ihereJ 
Sotebe allyourDtUelit." And lliat the pecu- 
liar Bcnejit of their iVundihip may not be lost, 

(Uldoavniir tn m.jl,, thr hsit n( ibf Hm.M vnn 
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ttmce hurries o/ Wcrldli/ Biisltiess jwhich wuu'ul 
fll up all t^onr Time a.nd T/iou^/Us, iiwd lhtr« by 
tkoke the good Word qfOODy andiendtr it in 
I great Measure, if not quite, unj'ruilful}^ 
Young People are generally o/*«/i enUrprizlnfr 
JXuHnition, Having experienced compaiutirc' 
klutU of the Fatigue of' Business, and of the 
Diuppointmentt and Incumbrances of Life, 
they easily swallow them up, and annihilafe them 
iattieir Imagination, andj^</7icy that their Spirit, 
Iheir Application and Address, will be able to 
mcounter and surmount every Obstacle or llin- 
irance. But the Event proves it otherwise. Let 
me iotreat you tlierefore, to be cautious how 
you plunge yourself into a greater Varietij if 
DMMmess than you are capable of managing as 
you ought, that is, in Consistence with the Care 
of your Souls, and the Service of God ; which 
certainly ought not on any Pretence to be neg- 
lected. It is true indeed, that a prudent Re- 
gard to your worldly Interest would require 
such a Caution ; as it is obvious to every care- 
Ail Observer, that Multitudes are undone^ by 
grasping- at more than they can conveniently 
manage. Hence it has frequently been seen, 
that while they have seemed resolved to be rich, 
they have pierced themselves through xeith many 
Sorrows^^ have ruined their own Families, and 
drawn down many others into Desolation with 
them. Whereas, could they have beencow/t/?/- 
ed with moderate Employments and moderate 
Gains f they might have prospered in their Busi- 
neaSf and might by sure Degrees, under a Divine 
h]essinf(, have advanced to greut ^w^ \\o\vou.t- 
abie Increase, But if there wexe no \)au«tv u 



'^ illat. xiii, 22. 1^ \ Tvm. N'S.. \^ 
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ail 10 be apprehended on tkii Head, if yo 
oi certain of becoming rich and great, 
are of pcrplexhg aad/iiliguingyaurae/j 
Attempt, cQDsider, 1 beseech you, how 
rious llioit Enjoi/iitents are. Considt 
ofiea a pUntifvt Table berotaes a Snai 
that aliich should have beeafor a Han's H 
becomes a Trap," Forget not fAntlAnrt . 
which is so eomprehensiTe of the highes 
doia ; One Thing it need/jil." fie daily 
in^, vhile the gay and great Thiiigsqf'l 
glillering before your Ei/ei, how soon 
will cotae, and impnverish you at onu 
»00n it will strip you of all PmfeSiio. 
IboFe which a naked Soul pan carry aloi 
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e it, thty wiil not exerty they generally dtccive 
Q tkemselves ; and one Way, or another, it is a vain 
;e Pretence, In most Instances, Men seek the 
1- Worlds either that they may hoard up liic/ns, 
vi far the mean and scandalous Satisfaction of 
iji I looking upon them while they are living, and of 
e, tkinkingy that when they are dead it will be 
n, taid of them, that they have left so many Hun- 
r irtds or Thousands of Pounds behind them ; 
• I ^^ probably, to insnare their Children, or 
; ' otiir Heirs, (for the Vanity is not peculiar to 
tkoaCf who have Children of their oum :) Or 
dse, that they may lavish away their liichea on 
; their Lusts, and drown themselves in a GulfoJ 
Sensuality, in which, if Reason be not lost, 
Religion is soon swallowed up, and with it alt 
the noblest Pleasures which can enter into the 
Heart of Man. In this View, the Generality 
of rich People appear to me Objects of mucfi 
greater Compassion than the Poor: Especially 
as when both live (which is frequently the 
Case,) without any Fear of GOD before their 
EyeSy the Rich abuse the greater Variety and 
Abundance of his Favours, and therefore will 
probably ^e/, in that World of future Ruin 
which awaits impenitent Sinners, a more ex- 
qidsite Sense of their Misery. 

§ 7. Akd let me observe to you, my dear 
R^uler, lest you should think yourself secure 
from any such Danger, that we have great 
Reason to apprehend, there are many now i?i 
a very wretched State, who once thought seri- 
ously of Religion, when they were first setting 
out, in lower Circumstances o? L\^^\ \:>v\\.^vi> 
have since forsaken GOD foY Maiuwon^'^.^ 
are now priding themselvesi \t\ \.\\q%^ &^V 
C/iains, which in all ProbaVvWVy , ^o^'^o^^' 
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Prater io be kept from these Snares, 27i 

(his to kirn. Let your Hopes and Fears y you; 
Emetations and Desires, with Regard to ihi 
Wirldy be kept as low as possible ; and all you 
Tkoiyghti be united, as much as may be, 2/ 
tAit one Centre^ What it is, that God would 
in present Circumstances, have you to he ; anc 
what is that Method of Conduct, by which yoi 
may most effectually please and glorify him ? 

The Young Convert* s ^rayei^ for Divine Pro 
teeiUm, against the Danger of these Snares. 

' Xl LESSED GOD ! In the Midst of Tei 

* J3 Thousand Snares and Dangers^ whicl 

* sarround me from without Sindf rom within 
'permit me to look up unto Thee with m; 
'numble Intreaty, that Thou wouldst dciive 

* me from them that rise up against 7n€f^^ any. 
•that Thine Eyes may be upon me for Good/' 

* When Sloth and Indolence are ready to seizi 
•me, awaken me from that idle Dream, w'i{\ 

* lively and affectionate Views oUhat InvisibL 
'and Eternal World, to which I am ten diner 

* Remind me of what infinite Importance it is 

* that I diligently improve those transient Mo 

* ments, which Thou hast allotted to me as th( 

* Time of my Preparation for it ! 

• When Sinners entice me, may I not con 
*sent/^^ May holy Converse with GOD giv< 

* me a Disrelish for the Converse of those, wh< 
' are Strangers to Thee, and, who would scpa 
' rate my Soul from Thee ! May I be « Com 
^panion of them that fear Thee, and of the t 

* that keep Thy Precepts /^ And walking wit 
*8uch wise and holy Men^ m^.^ \ ^x\Oi. \ -? 

« Psalm lix. 1. 20 3eT.xivr.^ 

' P^OY. i. 10. !» PatAm cx^l 



27S Prayer for Protection against 

' duily advanc'mg in Wisdom and Holineu l" 
' Quicken me, Uh Lord, by liieir Means, ibat 
'by me Tliou majest also quicken otiiert! 
' Make me the happy Inilrumeil of inkindlaig 
' and aitinuillitg the Flame of liivine Love in 
' [heir Breasts ; Had laaj it catch from Heart 
' to Heart,and grow evBry- Moment in its Pro- 

' Guard me, Oh Lord, (ram the Lout of , 
' tcnsual Plcasaix .' May I seriously remcio- 
'bor, ihai to be ramalli/ minded ii Death!^ 
' May it pleose Thee therefore, lo purify and , 
' reBie my Soul by the lofluencea of Thpit 
' Hull/Spirit, that I may always skua unlav^ut 
' Gruiijlealiout, more solicitously tiian othen j 



Danger of these Snares. TJl 

II .. I r"*^ ■ — 

me, Oh Lord, to know the Station in 
rhou hast fixed roe, and steadily to 
he Duties of it I But deliver me from 
rcessive Cares of this World, -which 
d engross my Time and my Thoughts, 
one Thing needful should h^ forgot- 
klay my Desires after worldly Posses- 
i moderated, by considering their un- 
and UTisatifying Nature ; and while 
re laying up Treasures on Earth, may 
h towards God/^ May I never be 
> to attend to those great Affairs, which 
een Thee and my Soul ; n^er be so 
rrf with the Concerns of Time, as to 
the Interests of Eternity ! May I 
ough Earth with my Heart and Hopes 
I Heaven, ^ud feel the drawing Injlu- 
Dnger and stronger, as I approach still 
nd nearer to it ; till the happy Moment 
vhen every Earthly Object shall dis- 
rom my View, and the shining G la- 
the Heavenly World shall fill my in- 
and strengthened Sight, which shall 
cheered with that which would now 
Im me! Amen.' 

CHAP. XXII. 

ise of Spiritual Decay and Lan- 
guor in Religion. 

entions in Religion, and Relapses into Sin, 

iir sorrowful Cojisequences, are in ths ge- 

H> probable, 

fse of Declension and, Lang^uur \iv "B-ftW 

rribed. Negatively ; 

nlively ; 




ciples in Religion : 
9, 10. A Symptom peculiarly sad and dangero^ 

1 1 . Directions for Recovery y 

12. Immediately to he pursued, 

A Prayer for one under Spiritual Decays, 

§ 1. TF I am so happy as to prevail i 
X you in the Exhortations and Caw 
I have given, you will probably go on 
Pleasure and Comfort in Religion ; and 
Path will generally be like the Morning L 
which shineth more and more until the pe 
Day,^ Yet I dare not flatter myself wit] 
Expectation of such Success, as shall carry 
above those Varieties in Temper, Conduct 
State, which have been more or less the I 
plaint of the best of Men, Much, do I 
that, how warmly soever your Heart m^ 
be impressed with the Representation I 
been making, though the great Objects of 
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u ; and that you will still see 
MomentSy how cheerfully so* 
)w be rejoicing in the Lord, 

God ^your Salvation,^ I 
t may be of some Service, if 

Event should happen, to con- 
$ a little more particularly; 
pray, that God would male 

concerning them, the Means 
Porting, and strengthening your 

first consider the Case of jS/?t- 
2S, and Languor in Religion, 
e, that, before I proceed any 
d observe, that I do not com- 
bis Head even/ Abatement of 
lich a young Convert may find, 
omes experimentally acquaint^ 
Things. Our Natures are so 
; Novelty of Objects strikes 
ig of a peculiar Manner : Not 
ich more easily our Fassions 
the earlier Years of Life, ihsm 
^e advanced in the Journey of 
i, is not sufficiently considered. 
"ess is commonly laid on the 
ons; and for want of this a 
ripened in Grace, and greatly 
Preparation for Glory, may 
idy to lament imaginary rather 
s, and to say, without any just 
that S were with me as in 
But you can hardly be too 
that Religion cou%\s\a cb\«fi.^ 
1 of the W\YL iot OoTi,«xA"Yo. 
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to me oMtyvt»,**y 

from which we act, which we kn 
regarded by that God who zearc) 
humbling ourselves before him 
Time under a Sense of our many 
and flying to the Blood of O 
Grace of the Gospel, 

§ 3. Having given this Free 
now a little more particularly (/€j 
which I call the State qfaCh 
declining in Religion ; so far as 
in with those, which I shall c 
following Chapters, And I mu 
it chie(ly consists in a Forgetfu 
ObjectSf and a Remissness in thi 
tieSf to which we stand engaged 
Surrender which we have made 
the Service of God. There wi 
of S^ptomSf according to the 
C4imstances and Relations in \^ 
tinn is olaced ; but some will b 



elf by a Failure in Duties. ?81 -tj 1 



elude, that they will at ally be wholly 
But they will be run over in a cold 
d Manner. Sloth, or some of those 
ret which I cautioned you against in 
r Chapter, will so far prevail upon 
though perhaps you know and recol- 
the proper Season of Retirement is 
1 will sometimes indulge yourself vpon 
in the Morning, sometimes in Con" 
or Business in the Evenings so as not 
onvenient Time for it. Or perhaps, 
I come intoyour Closet at that Season, 
mrite Book you are desirous to read, 
-respondence that you choose to carry 
ne other Amusement, will present it- 
plead to be dispatched first. This will 
take up more Time than you ima- 
id then, Secret Trayer will be hurried 
perhaps reading the Scripture quite 
You will plead perhaps, that it is 
ice : But the same Allowance will be 
?co?id, and a third Time ; and it will 
•c easy and familiar to you each Time, 
as the last. And thus GOD will be 
ind your own Soul will be defrauded 
■itual Meals, if I may be allowed the 
on ; the WordofGoD will he slight- 
Self- Examination quite disused; and 
'Oyer itself will grow a Burthen, rather 
'e?^^^,and become a mere Ceremony, 
an a devout Homage fit for the Ac- 
of our Father who is Heaven, 
p immediate and resolute Measures be 
1 for your Kecovery from these "De- 
they will spread farther^ ^xA x«w^ 
^Social Worship, Yo\i vi\\\ feelttjfc 
our Families, and m Publwr'^"*"' 
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entirety J rtc uvmi «,..w... . 

Circumstances, you will find but^ 
of strict Attention^ OT of any Thin 
the Appearance of inward Dc 
when these heartless Duties are coi 
will scarce be a Reflection ma 
God hath been enjoyed in them 
hath been honoured by them. P( 
crament of the Lord*s Supper^ b> 
rably adapted to fix the Attentic 
and to excite its warmest Exerci 
fections, may be the last Ordir 
these Declensions will he felt, 
can say, that the Sacred Table 
Flace ? Having been unnecess 
in your Preparations, you will 
Fixedness and Enlargement 
usual. And perhaps a Dissat 
Review, when there has bee 
Alienation or Insensibility of i1 
»ion a Disposition to forsake 
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I JEdificaiUm, You will And one Excuse or 
ther^ for the Neglect of Religious Discourse f 
Kaps Dot only among Neighbours and Chris* 
I Priendsy when very convenient Opportu- 
es offer ; but even with Regard to those, who 

Udemben of your own Families, and to 
te^ who, if you are fixed in the superior Ile- 
ons of Life, are committed to your Care, 
\ 7. With this llemissness, an Attachment, 
ler to sensual Pleasure, or to worldly Busi- 
Sj will increase. For the Soul must have 
nething to employ it, and something to de- 
ht itself in : And as it turns to one or the 
ler of these, Temptations of one Sort or ano- 
^ will present themselves. In some Instances , 
rhaf>s the strictest Bounds of Temperance, and 
f regular Appointments of Life may be bro~ 
% in upon, through a Fondness for Company, 
d the Entertainments which often attend it. 

other Instances, the Interests of Life ap- 
iiiog greater ihwi they did before, and taking 

more of the Mind, contrary Interests (f 
•fr Persons may throw you into Disquietude ^ 
plunge you in Debate and Contention ; in 
ich it is extremely difficult to preserve, eitlier 
: Serenity, or the Linocence of the Soul. 
id perhaps, if Alinisters and other Christian 
'iends observe this, and endeavour in a plain 
1 &ithful VVay to reduce you from your \Van- 
ring, a false Delicacy of Mind, often con- 
ct^ in such a State as this, will render these 
tempts extremely disagreeable. The Ulcer 
the Soul (if I may be allowed the Expres- 
o,) toUl not hear being touched, viVv^^ \\. 
St needs it; and one of l\\e uvosX. ^«£ti«iwA 
self-denying Instances o? CKrutVatv¥T\«ft 
shall be turned into an Occ^^aXoiv ^ Qj 



Attempts agamsc you, as i.^ ^.^. w~ 
you have lost nothing in Religio 
have almost lost all. He may v< 
lead you to conclude, ih^t your f 
tional Frames were mere Fits of' 
and that the holy Regularity ofyc 
fore God was an unnecessary S 
Scrupulosity, Nay, you may thi 
Improvement in Understanding, 1 
learnt from some new Masters, 1 
treat his Fellow Creatures with I 
Good Nature, ^Wgiwg and revil 
who would disturb others by the 
their Notions, (for these are gene 
from other Objects of the most 
disinterested Benevolence so ofte 
he must necessarily be in a ve, 
though he pretend not to convt 
God, provided that he think 
him, and do not provoke him by 
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Ikote Fits of Lethargic Drowsiness, which of- 
iBi^fvciedfe Apoplexies and Death, 

J 10. It is by no means my Design at this 
Time to reckon up, much less to consider at 
Inge, those dangerous Principles, which are 
tow ready to possess the Mind, and to lay the 
Foundation of sl false and treacherous Peace, 
Indeed they are in different Instances various, 
ml sometimes run into opposite Extremes. 
Bot if God awaken you to read your Bible 
vUh Attention, and give you to feel the Spirit 
with which it is written, almost every Page will 
fiesh in Conviction upon the Mind, and spread 
• Licht to scatter and disperse these Shades of 
DrnfTtess. 

(11. What I chiefly intend in this Add ress , 
is to engage you, if possible, as soon as you 
perceive the frst Symptoms of these Declen- 
siomSf to be upon your Guard, and to endeavour 
H spieedily as possible to recover yourself hoxa 
them. And I would remind you, that the Ke- 
nedy must begin, where the first Cause of 
Complaint premiled, I mean, in the Closet, 
Take some Time for Recollection, and ask your 
(HDfi Comeience seriously, How Matters stand 
between the Blessed God, and your Soul? 
Whether they are as they once were, and as you 
could wish them to be if you saw ^our Life just 
irmoing to a Period, and were to pass iinme- 
dktdy into the Eternal State ? One serious 
Thought of Eternity shames a Thousand vain 
Excuses, with which, in the Forgetfulness of it, 
we are ready to delude our own Souls. And 
wsbtfo you feel that secret Misgroing of Heavt^ 
niuvih wilfnatursdly arise on this Occasvotv^^Q 
Tot endeavour to palliate the Mutter^ wA.* 
ad out slight and artful Cweringa, iot 1| 



Thete Directions U 



fioneslly full under Ihe Convirlii 
humbled for it. Pour outi/our Heart before . 
God, and seek the reneuiai Infiacncen of Hii I 
Spirit and Grace. Return with more Exaol' 
ness to Secret Devotion, and to Self-Eramiaa- 
tiiitt. Read the Scripture witli yel graatet 
Diligence, and especially the more Devotiotul 
Slid Spiritual Partu of it. Labour 10 groarti 
it in i/oiir Heart, and \a feel, what you have 
Heason 10 believe the Sacrid Penmen Jilt whea 
they wrote, so far as Circumstances may agreei 
Open yoiir Soul with all Simplicity, to every 
I«jfln which ihe Ward of God would teacl 



immediately pur saed. 



iAer Time, nor Pains, in the mott lerimii 
•tparalion ioi it. There renevt your Cmtc- 
■t with God; put your Soul anew into (lie 
nd of C/iritt, uia endeavour to view the 
'imJeri of Ait dying Love, in such a Manner 

may rekindle the languithing Fiame, and 
iekea you to more vigiiroui Retoluttimt than 
W, to live unto him who died for you.* And 
tch over your own Heart, that the good Im- 
rwiotw you then feel, may continue. Rest 
I, till you have obtained oi cotifinncd a Slate 

Religion, as you ever knew. Rest not, (ill 
a have madeagreafer Progrtts than before: 
IT it i> certain, more is yet behind; and it is 
Vj }n/ a Zeal to go forward, that you can i>e 
-art from the Danger ofgoing backward, and 

revolting more and more. 

^ 12, I 0N1.T add, that it is neces$aryto lake 
ntPKCsutioaa as loonai possible ; oryouwill 
tAxihiy find a much twifler Progreii than you 
t aware in the down-hUl Road : and you may 
vsMy be Uji of Gou,tofaU into somtgross 
id aggravated Sin, so as lo fill your Consci- 
Ke with an Agony and Horror, which the 
lia of broken Bones' can but imperfectly ex- 

i pRATER^ir one under Spiritual Decays. 

ETERNAL and Unchangeeibte J^hotah ! 
3% Perfeetiom and Glories are, like 
rby Beiiw, immutable. Jesus Thy Son is 
kt tame Yesterday, To Buy, and for ever.'' 
ie Eternal World to whicli 1 ara hasteoing, 
1 a^oyi egualiy important, -ivA pieisea li-^im 

' 2 Cor. V, 15. « Paalm^i. %> 

' Heb. liii. 6. 
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Body J which goes through dail 
Alterations in its State and Ci 
Whence^ Oh Lord, whence this 
which I now experience, in tfu 
Temper of my Mind towards Th 
this Alienation of my Soul from 
can I not come to Thee with all 
ments of filial Love, as I once c 
is Thy Service so remissly attendt 
at all ? and why are the Exercise 
were once my greatest Pleasut 
Burthen to me? Where^ Oh 
Blessedness I once spake of^ wl 
Thee as my Heavenly Father w 
ciijoiu&y that Strangers might have 
and when my Heart did so onerfi 
to Thee, and with Zeal for Thy 
it was Matter of Self- Denial tc 
and restrain the genuine Expres 
Mtrong Emotions of my Soul, 



Ch. as. under Spiritual Decays. 



'when I am before TAee, so draitened in mi/ 
'■Spirit, that I hardly know w/ial to toy ta 
' Thee, though Thou an the Cod leith u-hom 
■ I hone to till, and though tht: keeping up an 
'Immble and duliful Correspondence mith Thie 
'» beyond all Comparison the most inpnrtiinl 
' Butineii of iriy Life. And even when I am 
'tpaiking to Thee, with how much Cutdncst 
'and FartBalilt/ ii it? It is perhaps the Work 
'^the Imagiiiutioa, the Labour of the Lipt: 
' But where are thate ardent Detira, tliose I'n- 
'l«iue Brenthings after GoD, which I onct 
'Ht? Where iathaip/wiing RqwieiH Thee. 
'which I wna once conscious of, as being aem 
' ng Viiiine Rtit,!a\itm% happ^ i)i that Neiir- 
'tttt, and resolving that if possible I nould 
'tM> more be removed from it I Bui oh, hoa. 
*fir am I now retaoaed! When these shorl 
'SifBotions, if they may be called Devotions. 
'are onrr, in what long Jnfenii^ do I forifei 
'Xtiee, and appear to little animated wiih T^y 
'lave, so little devoted to Thy Service, that i, 
^Stranger might cun«ei->e viith me a consider 
'able Time, viithout knowing that I had evei 
'firmed any Aequaistaiice widi Thee, juithoiii 
' ditcoverivg thst I hud so much as known oi 
'iterd anv Thing of God?— Tiioa cal/rst nu 
•to Thine Houie,Oh Lord, om Thine own Day 
' but how heartiest are mi/ Servieei there 1 J 
'o#n- Thee no mora than a Carciae. M} 
' Thoughts and Affectiom are eagrotied will 
' alker Oljecti, while I dram near Thee mill 
'win Mouth, and honour Theeiuilh rm/ Lipt,"— 
' Ttou ailleit me to Thy Table ; Vfttt mij Kiut 
'/s rajroien, that it hardly melt* escti nt. ' 



4 Prayer for One 



' Fuot of the Crou; \taxd,\y fteis any 
• in ihe BloodofJaia. Oh wretchtd i 
' that I am! Unworthy of iei'ng cattet 
' Unworthy of a Place among I'hy C 
' or of Ihe meanest Sitaalion in Tliy . 
' rather worllii/ to be cost out, lo be j 
' yea, 10 be utterly deitrai/ed.' 

' la this, Ix)rd , the Service, which 
'promiied,and which rAouAutlsomaii 
' saod Seasom lo expect f Are theie 
' turns 1 am makiug, for Tiy daily I 
' lial Care, for the Sacriji<:e of Thy 
' the Communications of' Thy Spinl, 
■ Pardon oj' my numberlesi aggravated 
' '' " I, the vndesff-ried and so o 
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under Spirilttal Decays. 



'luMim,'* that 1 may look upon kija and loot 
Mbv 1 avmkfnjrom th'u tttipid Lethargy, in 
which I am sinking; and may Christ give n 
more abundant Degrees of Spiritual Life ar 
4clivitv,iiian I have eieryet receired I Ar 
'Bmy I be lo (fwic/im^d and animated by Hir 
Ihat I may jnore than recover the Ground 
iove lost, and make a more tpetduand tier 
flory FrogrcM, than in m^ fcit Dai/s I ha 
erer yet done 1 Send duum upon me. Oh Lor 
in a more rich and abundant Effusion, 3'' 
moJ Spirit! May He dwell in me, as in 
Temple which He has eonsccrated to Hit 
n^;" and while «H(Ae Service is directed si 
mommed bff Him, may holy and occrptat 
Snerificeg be continually offered.'" May ( 
' Iiii*nit be constant, and may it be/ragian, 
May the Sacred Fire bum and i/a:e perpet 
ally;" and may none o/'i(J Vessels ever 1 
pntfatted, by being employed to an unAo^y 
'fifiidden Use! Amen,' 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

31ifl Bad Case of a Relapse into knon 

and deliberate Sin, after solemn Ac 

of Dedication to God, and some Pr 

greas made in Religion. 

JI. UnthiiiightitfltBiaj'iesmiiyhap-ptii, 
i. And brin^ tlie Saul into a miserahie Cui^. 

3. Yit the Case I'l iiol disptralt. 

4. Tk»Ba/-iili,tervrgedintaedlaltliilBTtlm-n: (I 
By deep Humilialum btfhrii Gob for in aggt 
voted aa Offence, 

" Zecb.iii. 10. " \Coi.vi. 
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ft The Chapter «n»t*»««- — -. 
U^of J ^ho hath fall^*"^ 

£ 1 rr'HE Declensions wl" 
^ 1 scribed in the foret 
must be acknowledged «.or%^ 

if you never '«<>«'. '^,*;*K,^' 
alrueyetmoremela^holy^ 

when you consider tA«F««"^ 

you now h0oe, you tmagme «« 
Ji<Micanever6r.6e»ou,many 

to act contrary to the pr«en«^ 
gafum of your .Cow^encc, a 
of GOD as setting it on W. 
think, it would be 6e««;;/<': J 
you tUnk rightly. But i'ei 
Lidsotoo: 'rAougkI.fto«j 

yet will I not deny ih^- J 
We«: And therefore 6e not 
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Ch. 93. Distress attending it. 29£ 

hn been baited ? How will this separate be- 
tween God and you? What a Desolation. 
what a dreadful Desolation^ will it spread ove? 
your Soul? It is grievous to think of it. Per- 
haps in such a State you may feel more Agoni, 
and Distress in your own Conscience, whei 
you come seriously to reflect, than you evet 
fdt wben you were first awakened and re- 
claimed; because the Sm will be attended witl 
loiwe very high Aggravations, beyond those qj 
ytmr unregenerate State. I well knew th^ 
Persony that said, I'he Agonies of a Sinner ir 
the first Fangs of his Repentance were 710^ tc 
he mentioned on the same Day with those ofthi 

IBacksiiderin Heart t when he comes to hejillec 
mM his own Way.^ 
$ 2. Ikdeed it is enough to wound one\ 
Heart to think, how yours will be wounded 
How all your Comforts, all your Evidences^ al 
jNMir Hopes will he clouded : What thick Dark- 
Rttf will spread itself on every Side^ so thai 
weiiher Sun, nor Moon, nor Stars, will appear 
myour Heaven. Your Spiritual Consolations 
wiu be gone ; and your Temporal Enjoyment 
I will also be rendered tasteless and insipid, 
And if Afflictions he sent, as they probably 
I Mvy in order to reclaim you, a Consciousness 
of Guilt will sharpen and iwoenom the Dart 
Then will the Enemy of your Soul with all his 
Art and Power rise up against you, encouraged 
by your fall, and labouring to trample yoi 
down in utter hopeless Ruin. He will per- 
node you, that you are already undone bcyonc 
I Recovery. He will suggest, \)cttX '\\. ixgtvxjv 
/ mfiAhig to attempt it any more ; tot ^^\. e-xi* 

• ProT. xW,\\. 



Sns But yidd not to him. 

dened yet mare "^^'^^'f":. 
S^X'^'et^tS^'Go;^ 

your Foolishness;* l>»t;'«'.f ^^f 

JhlZian there? Do notthere 
Co^ion indeed Aopeto»,by no 

ii^ftope» Let me address y< 

Aev were ready to appreAenrf J 
Cose: On/y return unto me, s 

it Wr «o return. Cry witi 
♦v,P like Guilt; I Aove g<wf ' 



urged to an immediate return, 295 

thole. The ueond Error may be vjorse than 
flkff fint ; it may make Waif for another and 
mcSker, and draw on a terrible Train of Con- 
wapencee beyond all yon can now imagine. 
make haete therefore, and do not delay. Es- 
iapef and fly, 9sfor thy hifef before the Dart 
Urike through thy Liver J'^ Give not Sleep to 
fUne Esfe$9 nor Slumber to thine Eye-lids :^^ 
Lie not down upon thy Bed untier unpardoned 
QuUtp lest Eoit overtake thee^ lest the Sword 
tflXvine Justice should smite thee; and whilst 
thon purposest to return To-morrow^ thou 
dumloest this Night go and take Possession of 
Edl. 

§ 4. Return immediately; and permit me 
to add, return solemnly. Some very pious and 
esoellent Divines have expressed themselves 
upon this ilead, m a Manner which seems 
liable to dangerous Abuse ; when they urge Men 
ifter a Fall, not to stay to survey the Ground, 
nor to consider how they came to be thrown 
iowMf but immediately to get up and renew the 
Race, In slighter Cases, the Advice is good : 
But when Conscience has suffered such violent 
Outrage by the Commission of known, wilful, 
and deliberate Sin, (a Case, which one would 
hope^ should but seldom happen to those who 
have once sincerely entered on a religious 
Course), I can by no means think, that either 
Reason or Scripture encourage such a Method. 
Especially would it be improper, if the Action 
itselfhsA been of so heinous a Nature, that even 
to liavc fallen into it on the most sudden Sur- 
priee of Temptation must gt€aX\^ \vw«^ %\\u.Tt\t^^ 

• Gen. xi%. 17. vo ^io'^,ny\.'X'^. 

" Frov. vi. 4. 
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Recovetyf the Health and the vet 
Soul J that you would not loiter a 
lletire immediately hr serious Ref 
through other Engagements and 
unless they be such usyou cannot 
I fl delay for a few Hours, which cs 

JT 9 ^^^ ^^ ^^ Circumstance I now s 

U I 9 is the one Thing needful. Set 

therefore, as in the Presence of < 
at large patiently and humbly it 

t\\ !■ has to say, though it chide an( 

^ !■ verely. Yea, earnestly prii^,th 

; ■■ speak to you by Conscience^ t 

I ; ■ B more thoroughly to know and fe 

4 ' Jj^ and bitter Thing it is, that you 

.^ ! fB saken him,^^ Think of all it 

Circumstances attending your 
especially think of those, wh 
abused Mercy and Goodness ; y 
only from your solemn Vows an 
to God, but from the Views yo 
Redeemer's Love, sealed even > 
*.*.« *kito0fh» HfiJtimx? Was it 



u 

; 
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^^^^^^^^^i»aa^^^ii^— 1»— — ^— ^iM^— — ^— ^^— ^» ■! ■■■■ ■■—■■■ I ■■ 

■right gin with Boldness wad Freedom, that you 

m^t extract, as it were, the very Spirit and 

Suence of Sin, and offend G OP to a Height 

of Ingratitude and Baseness, which would 

itket'wiwe have been in the Nature of Tilings 

impouibie? Oh think, how justly God might 

tnt you ovA from his Presence ! How justly 

He might mimheryou among the most signal 

bloiiicf f Y>f his Vengeance! And think, how 

ymr Heart would endure, or your Hands be 

strong, if he should deal thus with you!^^ 

Alas! All your former Experiences would en- 

Aciuv your Sense of the Ruin and Misery, that 

mnst oe felt in an Eternal Banishment from 

ttie Divine Presence and Favour. 

f 5. Indulge such Reflections as these. 
Stand the humbling Sight of your Sins in such 
a View as this. The more odious and the more 
pntfful it appears, the greater Prospect there 
will be of your Benefit by attending to it. Rut 
the Matter is not to rest here. All these Re- 
Jlections are intended, not to grieve, but to cure ; 
wad to grieve no more, than may promote the 
Cure, You are indeed to look upon Sin : But 
yoa are also, in such a Circumstance, if ever, 
to look upon Christ ; to look upon him, whom 
you have now pierced deeper than before, and 
to mourn for him with Sincerity and Tender- 
ness.^' The G OD whom you have injured a nd 
sffivnted, whose Laws you have broken, and 
whose Justice you have, as it were, challenged 
by this foolish wretched Apostacy, is neverthe- 
less a most merciful God}^ You cannot be 
90 ready to return to him, as he is to receive 

>• Ezek. xxii. 14. »' Zech. xU. IQ. 

" Deut. i>. 31. 
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^.. .. ^«^^f tyt«i.f» lu uiin j tn {/ 
Me SaA'e, of his clear Son, C 
071 humble Dependance upon h 
jj I Application to Jesus, that hi 

j !| it were) he sprinkled upon vol 

Soul may thereby be purified 
removed. I'his very Sin of ^ 
Blessed God foresaw, increast 
your Redeemers Sufferings ; . 
tn shedding his Blood, Ilurol 
^o;<r Wounds, as it were, t<Rd!t 
of ih^i precious Balniy by wbic 
be healed. That compassiona 
delight to restore you^ when yo 
ble Suppliant at his Feet, and 
take Fart with you in that Fea 
which he gives. Through h 
Covenant with God, that broke 
Breach of which Divine Just 
you to know by terrible Thing 
ness : *' But Alercy allows of an . 
Let the Consciousness and 11* 
that Breach engage you to entei 

anew, nnrlo** « *7«*.~^~- £»- 
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ich Guilt: But break through that 
Providence open you the Way. You 
humbled before your offended Father : 
y there is no Place where you are more 
humbled^ than when you see yourself 
mse ; and no Ordinance administered 
t lay you lowers than that in which 
evidently tet forth as crucified before 
CI.* Sinners are the only Persons, 
i Business there. The best of Men 
that Sacred Table as Sinners : As such 
ur Approach to it ; yea, as the greatest 
rs; as one who needs the Blood of 
much as any Creature upon Earth. 
.ND let me remind you of one Thing 
^your Fall has been of such a Nature 
e any Scandal to others, be not at all 
d to save Appearances, and to moderate 
fortifications which deep Humiliation 
em would occasion. The Depth and 
that Mortification is indeed an excel' 
iicine, which GoD has in wise Good- 
ointedfor you in such Circumstances 
In such a Case, confess your Fault 
greatest Frankness: Aggravate it to 
►St: Intreat Pttrdonf2LnaPrayer, £rom 
lom you have ofiended. 2 hen, and 
II then, will you be in the Way to 
Not by palliating a Fault, not by wa/c- 
ExctAses, not by objecting to the Man-- 
'hich others may have treated you ; as 
\st Degree of Rigour in a faithful Ad- 
I were a Crime equal to some great 
lity that occasioned it. This can onl 
from the Madness of Pride and Sel 
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under a Sense of having incurrec 
ing Sentence ofGoD, Such a g 
c2ejir€ ^o glorify GODf by subi 
served Blame ; and will fear di 
into a more favourable Opinion 
he inwardly knows himself to di 
are the Sentimentt which God g 
cere Penitent in such a Case 
means lie restores Mm to that ( 

fard among otherSy which he ( 
ow to seek ; but which never 
Sake both of his Comfort and [ 
wills that he should have ; and \ 
manly speaking, impossible for 
3 any other Way. But there i 

honourable in ihe frank Acknc 
Fault, and deep Humiliation^ 
who see it must needs approvt 
an Offender, who is brought to 
, ., tion : and endeavour to comfa 

\ ; turning Expressions, not onl) 

j ' L| but of their EUeem too. 
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1. 33. for future Caution, 30] 

mgh highly aggravated before God, may not 
'i under Human Notice, In this Case, re- 
imber, that your Busmess is with Him, to 
Kwe pierciDg Eye every Thing appears in its 
It Light: Before Him therefore prostrate 
ur Souly and seek a solemn Reconciliation 
'^k Him J confirmed by the Memorials of his 
img Son, And when this is done, imagine 
rt, that because you have received the Tokens 
PPardoDy the Guilt of your Apostacy is to be 
rgot at once. Bear it still in your Memory 
t future Caution : Lament it before GoD, in 
18 frequent Returns of secret Devotion espe- 
ally : And view with Humiliation the Scars 
r thote Wounds which your own Folly occa- 
OQed, even when by Divine Grace they are 
loroughly healed. For GOD establishes his 
hvenantf not to remove the Sense of every 
ist Abomination, but that thou mayest re- 
tmber thy Ways, and be confounded, and never 
oen thy Mouth any more because of thy Shame, 
ven when I am pacified towards thee for all 
iat thou hast done, saith the Lord,*^ 
§ 8. And now, upon the whole, if you desire 
) attain such a Temper, and to return by such 
tep* as these, tlien immediately^a// down be- 
tre God, and pour out your Heart in His 
Presence, in Language like this. 

I PaAYERybr one who hasf alien into gross Sin, 
fier Religious Resolutions and Engagements. 

OH most Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord GOD ! 
When I seriously reflect on Thy spotless 
Furity, and on the strict and impartial Me- 
thods of Thy steady Administration, together 

«* £zek. xvi. 6^. 
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J. uui.thfmes8, ana my Sms are r 
Thee.^ Thou telkst all my War, 
Thy Statutes r'^ Thou seest, at 
cordest, every Instance of my DL 
Thee, and of my Rebellion ag 
Thou seest it in every aggravated ( 
which I can discern, and in fitanj 
I have never observed or reflected 
^Aen shall I appear in ThyFrest 
up my Face to Thee/^ The Re 
of the Sins of my unconverted St 
Failings and Infirmities of my Afi 
justly confound me : How much 
Scene, as now lies before my Con 
before Thine all seeing Eye? Ui 
of this, I am full of Confusion^ 
secret Regret in the Thought of 
Thee : But, Oh Lord, to whom s 
but unto Theel^ unto Thee, on trA 
my Life, or my Death ; unto Thee 
canst take away that Burthen of C 
now presses me down to the Dost 
canst restore to my Soul that Rest 
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VeMncc, and lurrendering myteffto that Jul- 
iet which I cannot escape I I have not one 
Vord to offer in my own Vindicalion, in my 
wn Excuse. Wbrdt, far from being ablelo 
leu up my Innocence, can never safficiently 
IdcriMthe Enormity and Demerit of my Sin. 
t'lma. Oh Lord, and TAou oriiy knonest to 
he full, how heinoui and Amu aggrtmaled it is. 
fHixe Infinite Uuderslimdingalonecanfiihoni 
it Infinite Dtpth of its Malignity . I am, 
■ many Accounts, moat unabU to do it. I 
annot conceive the Glory of Thy Satred 
]{ajaty, who»e Authority I have despised; 
lat the Number and Variety of those Mer- 
(M, whicli 1 have tinned agaimt. 1 cannot 
ODceive the Valut of the Blood of Thy dear 
ion, which I have ungraiefully trampled under 
w Fett ! nor the Dignity of that Bkued Spi- 
lt q/" Thine, whose Agency I have, as far as 
could, been endeavouring to oppose, and 
rboM Work I have been, as with alt my 
llight, labouring to undo, and to tear up, as 
t were, that Plantation of His Grace, which 

•hould rather have been willing to have 
■uarded with my Life, and ifatered with my 
Blood. Oh the Baseness and Madaen of my 
Conduct! That I should thus, as it were, 
t»d open the Wounds of my Soal, of which 

had died long ere this, had not Thine own 
land aoplied a Remedy, had not TAine only 
Ion blea to prepare it I That I should violate 
he CoBeaant ( have made with Thee by Sa- 
rifiee," hy the Memorials of such a Sacrifice 
00, e»en of Jena my Iiord, whereby I am 
lecome g«i^ ^ His Body and Blood!'"' 

» Ptalm I. S. "1 Coi. li-IT . 
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' own all this. I wonder, Thou hf 
' ago appeared as a swift Witness ag 

* that Thou hast not discharged tht 
' bolts of Thy Jiaming Wrath agaii 

* crushed me into Hell; making i 
' Terror to all about me, as well as 

* by distinguished Vengeance and ] 

* * Oh God, Thy Patienceis marvi 
' how much fnore marvellous is 7 
^ which after all this invites me to Th 
^ I am here giving Judgment agai 

that I deserve to die, to die for eve 

* sending me the Words of everlasting 

* calling me, as a backsliding Child 

< unto Thet,^ Behold therefore, 

< vited by Thy Word, and encourag 

< Grace; I come ; and gr^t as my 
sions are, I humbly beseech The 

' pardon them : Because 1 know, t 
' my Sins have reached unto Heavei 

* Mled up even to the Skies,^ Thy . 

* Lord, is above the Heavens,^ E 

* Mercy to me. Oh Heavenlv Fathp 
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to etenud Gloiy, Earth niu$t, bo hi 
known, be filled with Wonder, and 
mth Pnite; and the greateit Sinner 
erfuU y apply for Pardon, if I the ehi^' 
'(6ndit. AndOti that, when I have 
mingiUkoA aa it were bteedingat Thy 
long as Thoa thiokest propbr, Thou 
at length heai thitSouiofmitievihkii 
led against Thee; aad give me Beauty 
I, the Oil qfjoufor Moamins, and 
■neni ofPraiaefor the Spirit ojBea- 
■ Oh that Thou wouldit at length 
mto me the Joy of Thy Salvation, and 

to hear Songa of Gladnea, that the 
hUh Thou hast broken may r^oice .'* 
hen a Seme of Thy forgiving Love is 
Vid upon my Heart, and it ia cheered 
yoice of Pardon, I will proclaim Thy 
y oikert ; 1 will leach TroTugreuori 
y>, and Sinneri shall be converted unto 

Those, that have been backsliding 
ee, shall be encouraged to seek Thee 
appy Eiperience, which I vf*" ' " 



of the Lord be my Strength," 
tiiy lerve Thee hencefarwud trilh a 
and Zeal &r beyond what I hare 
known ! 

1 would ask toith all humble Submis- 
'b; Will ; for I presume not to imilt 
IfThou shouldstite^t to make me 
tig to others, by appointii^ that I 
•atk aU w^Vayt in Darkness, and at 
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Oh bring me at length, thou^ 
through ther gloomiest Valley th 
ever passed^ into that blessed Wo 
shall depart from GoD no more,y 
wound my own Conscience, and di 
Holy Name no more! then shall 
be loosed, how long soever it m 
bound under the Confusion of Gu 
mortal Praises shall be paid to tht 
Blood, which has redeemed such i 
Slave of Sin, as I must acknowl 
to be, and brought me, from renew 
and repeated Pollution, to share i 
and Holiness of those, who are 
Priests unto GOD, Amen/ 



CHAP. XXIV. 

The Case of the Christian i 
Hidings of God's Fac 

§\, The Phrase Scriptural, 

2* It siffni/ies the voithdrmninct ihm TnU 
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awfik SuppticatimfoT ana uiul>r tAoe nmirn- 
l Extreita of Mind. 

THERE » a Cote wtiicl] often occurs 
in tAeCAriffunLi/e, which they nho 
stom themselves much to the Exercise of 
otioD, haTe been used to call the Hiding of 
o't pace. It h a Phrase borrtncedjrom the 
•d of God, which I hope may tlielter it 
! Contempt at the first Hearing. It nill be 
business in thii Cht^ttr, to itate it as plainlj 
can, and then to give lome Advices as 10 
■ own Conduct when you/all into it, aa it 
ay probabU you may t>efoTe you have 
hedyour Journey through this Wilderness. 
2. T^E Meaning of it may partly be un- 
lood by the opposite Phrase of God's caut- 
Hi* Face to shine upon a Person, or lifting 
upon hint the Light of His Countenance. 
I seems to carry in it an vf /fusion to the pfea- 
&nd delie/tt/ul Appearance vh\ch the Face 
Friend has, and especially if in a superior 
ition of Life, when he converses with those 
>in he loves and delights in. Thus Job, 
rn speaking of the Regard paid him by his 
indantSj says. If I smiled upon them, they 
^ed it not, and the Light of my Countenance 
tcatt not down;^ that is, the ^ were careful, 
uch an agreeable Circumstance, to do no- 
ig to displease me, or (as we speak) toctoud 
jBtow. And David, when expressing his 
nre of the Manifestation of GobS Favour 
lim, says, Lord, lift Thou Tip {he Light of 
'/ CoKnlenaaee'tipon me; and as the Effect 
it declares. Thou hast put Gladness in my 
jrt, more than if Com and Wine tncreaied. ' 



for OoD to hide his ±ace musi mi 
holding the Tokens of His Favon 
be esteemed a Mark of His DispL 
Isaiah uses it; Your Iniquities h 
between you and your GOD, andy 
hid His Face from you, that He u 
And again, Thou hast hid Thy I 
as not regarding the Calamities \ 
hast consumed usy because of our I 
likewise, for God to hide His 1 
Sins,^ signifies to overlook them, ; 
farther Ifotice of them. The sa 
other times, expressed by hiding / 
Persons of a Character cUsagre 
when they come to address Him 
titions. This is plainly the Scri^ 
the Word ; and agreeably to this 
used by Christians in our Day, ai 
which seems a Token of Vivi 
towards them is expressed by it. 
§ 3. It is &rther to be obse 
the Things xvhich they judge t 
ations ofDioine Favour towards 
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i^ind therefore plain); dUtinct from, the Bleu- 
ip of t/ie Cork-Floor or the Wine Preii.' 
ad it^ou, to whom 1 am non addressing, do 
4 Imoto them to be m, it is plain you are qmte 
tarant of the Subject we are inquiring inio, 
d indeed are jet to talce out tkejirit Leuoju 

tnie Religion. All that David aays, of be- 
Uing the Beauty of the Lord,* or being Mfi'i- 
rf <u ufifA Marroa and FalTtai, iclien He 
metubered Him on Aii Bed,' as well as viiih 
( GoodnetM of Hit Houti, even of' His Huly 
aiiple," is to be taken in t/ie tame Seme, and 
n need very little Explication to ihe truly 
perienced Soul. But thote that have known 
e Light of God'i Coualenance, and IheS/iin- 
ft t^His Face, viiU in proportion to the De- 
■M of that Knowledge be able to form tome 
lotion 0^ the hiding of Hit Face, or the with- 
tiiingoflheTokentiiehasgiven His People 
'fill Pretence aiul Favour, which sometimes 
mtlj embittert Proiperity ; as where the con- 
try la found , it tatetent Affiiction, aud o Hen 
mUowt vp the ScTOe of it. 

\ 4. And give me Leave to remind you, nit/ 
krittiaa Friend (for under that Character I 
m address my Reader), thai to be thus de- 
ioidqfthe Setae of Gob's low, and o{ the 
'tieal of Hit Faooiir, may soon be the Case 
itk you, though you may now have the Flea- 
re to see the Candle of the Lord ihining upon 
SOT though it may even teem to be Sunihitte 
High aoon in your Souls. You may lo$e 
mrtioety FietcioftheUitiinePer/ecfiotuand 
■loria, in the Conlemplation of which you 
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hBi be, with Respect to any living Imj. 

y( it were the Contemplation merely 

Object, It may seem to you, as if 

J. all Idea of those important Words 

• 1; I View has sometimes sivallowed uj 

J ; Sotd in Transports of Astonishme 

j^ ' tion, and Love. You may hseyo 

fr &nse of the Divine Favour. Itm: 

' j oi great and tad Doubt with you, 

f ! do indeed belong to GOD ; and : 

^ I of Hit Bletted Spirit may be to veili 

* i m the Soul, that the peculiar O 

which the Hand of that Sacred As 

distinguished, shall be in a great Jl 

and you may be ready to imagin 

only deluded yourtelf in all the fo 

you have entertained. In Consequ 

, thote Ordinancet^ in which you 

may f^vr very uncomfortable to yo< 

you do indeed desire Communion i 

them. You may hear the most deli 

gelical Trutht opened, you may h 
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Itcted upoD aa adding to the Weight of it, and 
king it more wnuUe, while yan coaaider that 
ihadoncewcAa ToifeforUiesel'hings, and 
v now Itat it ail. So thai, perhaps, it may 
wtovmt, that lia/, who never Jell any Thing 
U M Religion uapttttioat, are happier than 
^ or at leut are &n miierable. You may, 
haps, in Mew melatieh^ly Hotiri, eren doubt. 



nejalie Delight, excited by ibegreat 
0IW qfSmiii, to make you apprehend that 
r Slate wtu good, that so you might cootinue 
more tecureprry. 

\ 5. Such as this may be your Caie foi a 
niderable Time; and Ordinance! may be 
tHded in vain, and Ihe Presence of GOD 
9 be in vain sought in them. You nay pour 
I j/ottr Soul in rrivate, and then come to 
Hie Worihip, aad lind lillle Satitfaction in 
ter; but be forced to take dp the Paaimisl'l 
ntplaiut; My GOD, lay in the Day-Time, 
' Thou heareit not; and in the Night'Sea- 
\,endamnottilent ;" oi \JaM of Job, Behold, 
fajbrward, but He ii not there, and bock- 
rd, but I cannot perceive Him ; on the Left 
•md where he doth work, but I cannot behold 
m; Hthidelh Himetfonthe Right Hand, 
t I cannot lee Him:" So that all, which 
ked like Religion in your Mind, shall seen, 
it were, to be melted into Grief, or chilled 
o Fear, or cnahed into a deep Seme of your 
« Unviorthineu ; in Cousequence of nhich, 
aihall not dare so much as to lift up your 
m before God, and be almost aihamed to 

" PMlm zxii, 2. » Jcibxim.%,^- 



honoured above mnny of their Brethrei 
He hath done fur them, and by them. 
leave tiierefore, having thus described i 

;ou some plain Adokes wiih Regard to 
et not that be imputed to Enthiaiasti 
which proceeds froni an iniimate and 
View of Facia, on the one hand, am 
sincere affeclionate Desire, on the othi 
iieve the tender pious Heart in lo a 
Slate. At least, I am pereueded, the 
will not be overlooked or dinapprooed 
who is the gieat Shepherd of the Shei 
has charged us to comfort the Feeble- 
§ 6. Now (Ae Advices, I have lo | 
are very plain cmd obviouM: They ca 
oiun Reaion aloi^ with them ; and I h 
will lead you lo regard them as appan 
lonable, rather than to neglect them bee 
are plain. In these sad Circunuti 
humble, and be patient. Own, ibal f^ 
is righteotii, hut that ^ou have tinna 
Ear is not heavy, that it canaol hear ; 
Jniquities have separated between you 
GOU, ,md:,our Slas Amie hid H» 1 
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iteeriattmg Darfcneti. And while the Shade 
HtiDue*, be tiot iapalieni. Fret not j/ourielj' 

■ My *»iic, but rather, nith a. ha]y Calmness 
mi OBatimiaao{So\i\,Miait oa the Lord." lie 
riUiDg to lUn/ hii Time, willing to bear hit 
fhnon, \D humble Hope that He wiU b( length 
ttltm <tnd have Compoaion on you." lie hui 
mt utteriy/orgolteH to begrac'iout, nor resolved, 
btt Be viiU bejavourable no more.™ For the 
tord mill twl ra*t off/or ever ; but though lie 
m«e Grief, yet mill He have Compocsiim ui- 
tor^ngto theMultUudeofUisMerciei." It 

■ GomparatiTely hut Jor a tmatl Moment that 
Hit kiae* Hit Fact from ytm; but you may 
humbl<r hope, that ailkgreal Merciet He will 
tflJieryou, and tbattoifn everlatling Kindnus 
Sc wifi hone Mercy on you." These suitvhU 
Word* are not mine, but His ; and they Kfar 
ttit, as in (he very Front of them. That a Sual, 
mder theHidingtof God's Face, may at least 
it one whom He leiil gather, and to uhom He 
wUi extend eeerlatting Favour. 

j 7. BcT while (Ae JJorfcB«i continues, gu 
n in the Way irf' your Duly: Continue the 
CieofMeamanaOrdinamri: Seud,and mcdi~ 
tite: Pray, yes, end ting the Praiiet ofGOD 
loo, though it may be milk a heavy Htiirt. 
Follow tht Footitept of hit Flock i" you may 
Mifaaps meet the Shepherd ofSouU in doing it. 
Pfcw^ouriey at least in Hit Way. It iapos- 
nble, TOu may by this Means net a kind Look 
fromaim; andone-Louft, one Tumof'i'hoiighl 
irhich may happen in a Moment, may as it 

'* Pwim iiirii. 8, 34, " 3er.x"-\b. 
- Ptalm IixtU. 7 , 9. " lam, Vvv.i\ ,'1^. 
" Im. lir, 7, 8. w CtaX-.i-^. 



firmed. Christ may perha] 
known unto you in the Br€ai 
and you may find, to your S 
hath been near you, when you i 
at the greatest Distance from 
when you thought you were a 
Presence. Seek your Onnf art 
ments as these ; and mU in t 
merits of this World, and in t 
Sense. 1 shall never forget i 
Expression, which 1 am well a: 
from an eminently pious Hec 
ready to break under its Sorro 

* Lord, if I may not enjoy Th 
*tiothing else; but go down 

* Thee to the Grave !' I wond< 
that almost as soon as this Sen 
breathed out before GOD in I 
then was taken off, and the Jo^ 
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t vr art »adt aerrpted, to tie Glory 
•te." Go iberefore. Oh Cirulien, 

ly Faith to a erueifitd Savurar : Go 

Him as to a uitrtifut Hifh-Priat, 
iii Ihy Ciiiiiplaint brj'ure Him, and 

Him Ihy Traubte.* Lay open tbe 
d Anguish or thy Soul to Him, wbo 
what it was to ray, (Ob asloDishingl 
all others should ever have mid it,) 
my God, tiihy hatt Thoujortaken 
( up for Pity and Relief la Him, 
Iftuffertd, being not only lempled, 
tegard lo sensible Munifeslatiooa 
lat He mtghl thus knowhoai to pity 
re in such a mclanriioly Caite, and 
■.ne\\9aable,lo tucaiur theiH." He 
', God wilA u( ,■" iind il is only in 

1 Him that His Fal/uT dtinn firth 
h (he mildest Beams of Mercy koA 
Let it be therefore your immediate 
nrio your Acquaintance with film. 

Itecords of Hii Lift and Drath: 
Vordt: Behold Hit Actiota: And 
lo to, surely you will find a iacred 
iSiising itselfover your Soul. You 
ght into a ca/m,gentle,iiUnl Frame, 
aith and Lovt nill operate power' 
jod may probably cau.ie the ttili 
: of His eoaifarting Soirit lo be 
your Soul barsli out into a Song of 
you may be made glad according 
in viliich you have 2iem affiitted. " 

6. " Psalm cilii. 3. 

crii.«, " He\).«.\a. 



r:\ ±> * tain of Life,^ and Thou art t 

* nal Source of Beings and of Happi 

* adore thy Name, that I haye ever 

* Thy Streams ; that I have everjelt 

: I" ■ ' liar Pleasure arising from the Ligh 

f I ' Countenance^ and the Shedding abroc 

* Love on the Soul. But alas, these < 
' Seasons are now to me no more ; ani 

* ' membrance of' them engages me to 

* my Soul within mej* I would coiwc, 
^formerly done, and call Thee, with 
' Endearment, My Father and iny G 

* alas, I know not how to do it. Guilt 
' arise, wad forbid the delightful Lan 
' seek Thee, Oh Lord, but I seek Tht 
*• I would pray, and my Lips are sea 

* would read Thy Word, and all the 

* of it are veiled from mine Eyes. 

* those Ordinances, which have beei 
< *nn9t nmirishins and comfortable to 
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'tmlisai of Etem^ DarknoM? Indeed I de- 
'Krve it should be so. I ackDowledge, Oh 
Lord, I deteree to hecaitmiiayjrom ThyPrt' 
mee with Diadoin ; to be nnK bncer than I 
■ID, much lover: 1 deserve to have tht Sfut- 
dbw of Death upon mine S^eiidt," and even 
lo be RtrrotiniJed with the thick Gloom of the 
imfemal Priton. Bui hast Thou not raited 
Midtitudei, who have daaved like me to be 
red into Chaini of Darkaeu," to the 
. . . <»of Thy Glory above, where no Cloud 
cm ercr iaterpoK between Tbee and their re- 
Mdng Spirits? Htae Merey upon me, Oh 
Lord, Hove Mercy upon me!" and though 
mine Jnioaitiet have oon jually cauied Thee 
' to hide Thy Face from me," yet beThou rather 
'pleased, Bgreeably lo the ([racious Language 
'of Thy Word, to Aide ThyFarifiommySiia, 
'aid to blot out ail mine Iniquitiet !*^ Cheer 
'my Heart with the Tokens of Thy reluminz 
'Favour, and toy vnlo rny Soul, I nm thy Sat- 
'nation ."* 

'Rernember, Oh Lord Goo, remember that 
'■^ead/iil Day, in which Jetiu Thy dear Son 
'cwbiredwhat ntySini hmedtterved! Remem- 
'ber that Agotui, in which He poured oat His 
'Soul before 'niee, and said. My COD, my 
'■ God, why hatt Thoujortaken me.'** Did He 
not, Oh Lord, endure all thii, thai humble 
Penitenti might through Him be brought near 
'Mto Thee, and miglit behold Thee with Plea- 
'nre, as their Father, and their GOD? Thui 
'do I desire to come unto Thee. Blessed 

- Job xri. 16. • 4"t«.. VI.. ^. 

*• PMln e»iii. 3. *^ Iwi-Tqi.T.- 



' with the Oil of Gladness, ana en 

* the Garments of Salvation /*• 
* Oh that 1 knew where I might 

^ Oh that I knew what it is, that 

* Thee to df part from me! I am a 

* trying my Waysi^^ Oh that thou w 

* me^ and know my Heart ; try n 

* my Thoughts ; and if there be any 

* in me, discover it, and lead me 

* everlasting ;* in that Way, in ^ 
^fnd Rest and Peaces/or my S(n 

r 1 1 * the Discoveries of Thy Love in < 

1 1 * Oh God, who didst command 

' [ j * shine out of Darknens,^^ speak h 

f 7 I * and Light shall dart into mif ^ 

^ ■ ! ' Open Thou my Lips, and my mo\ 

I ■ *forth Thy Praise,^^ shall burs 

' cheerful &)ngf which shall disfilai 

* whom my present Dejections ra 
j * couragedy the Pleasttres and Su 
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Iliee, BB Me GOD of la-ad, and the Saviour, 
Ifaoiiiih TAou art a GoD that Aidal T/iy- 
tdf:" still »ill I tiuit in tie N-me of 
lie Lord, and ttay myself upon my GoD,-'* 
Inatiitft in 't'hee, though Thou Uay nir," and 
mailing Jbr Thee, mure tJum they that tcatc/i 
fiir the Morniag, yea, more than thty that 
watch J'or the Morning." Perad>eniur« in 
tte Eoening 'I'ime it may be Light." I know, 
Tbou hast sometimes manifated Thy Cum- 
poMMMM to Thy dying Servaati, and Riven 
ihem, in the lowetl Ebb of their Natural Spi- 
nu,afiiH Tideof Divine Gluiy, thus turning 
liarknaM into Light be/ore them," So may 
it please Thee to gild the Valley of the Slia^ 
' iow xf Death with the Light of i hy Pretence, 
when 1 am putting through it, and to sireich 
■forth Thy Ri<d and Thy Staff to comfort me," 
'itlXmy iS-emblingi may cease, and the Gloom 
'may echo with Sung-j^ProiiC.' But if it be 
Thy Sovereign Pleatare, that Distress and 
Darkn>u should itill canlinoe K the Insl 
Motion of my Fulse,end the last Gasp of my 
Breath, Uh let it ceaie with the parting Strug- 
gle, and brinfime to that Light <'\iieh is town 
for the Righteaui, and to thtit Gladness which 
■ ia reaerved^r the Upright in Heart * to the 
unclouded R^ioni of Kcerlailing Splendour 
and Joy, where the full Anointings of Thy 
Spirit shall hepoured out on all Thy I'eople, 
and Thou wilt no more hide Thy Face from 
any of (Arm."" 
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I * them all, througn the juaies oj i 

I < Christ Jesus I Amen/ 

sjl CHAP. XXV. 

The Christian struggling u 
and heavy Affliction 

^ $ 1 . Here it U advised, (1.) That Ajffi 

V be expected. 

f 2. (2.) That the righteous Hand of C 

I acknowledged in them when they co 
fit 3. (3.) Tlutt they should be borne wit 
{.| 4. (4.) That the Divine Conduct m t 
f ( I cordiallif approved* 

i \ I 5. (5.) That Thahkfulneu shtmld be 

I I i the midst rf Trials, 

t : I 6. (6.) That the Dengn ofAffiietums 

[ i ' gently inquired into, and all pro] 

; ( . taken in diseoveriiig it, 

: r 7. (7.) That when it is discovered, it i 
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I atd a Ckrutian. Prepare yourstilf [o Teeti\:t 
iffiieliiini, and to endure Ikem, in a ^Jl^innei 
igrteable to both Ihiae Cliaraiters, In tliis 
View, when you sef otlien itndir the Burlliin, 
OHuider how possible it ia that gou wiii/ he 
filed out to t(i« very tame lyifficulties, or to 
othert equal to them. Put your Soul, as in t/ic 
Place o/thein. Tliink how you could endure 
tke ZiOud untier wUicb they lie; and cnde^tvour 
U once to romforl them, and to ilreufilJnii 
gour own Heart; or rather pm^ that GOD 
mould da it. And observing haw liable mortHl 
life is to tuch Sorriniia, moderate i/our Kipec- 
Ut'umifrom it ; raise your Thoughts abvre it ; 
ud form uour Schema of Happineii only for 
liat World where they cuTiiiaf be diuippointed: 
Id the mean Time, blensing Gov thai your 
frotptrity a lengthemd out thus far, and us- 
tribing it to Uis tpecial Providence that yoii 
continue lO long vmeoanded, when >o mnny 
Skoicert ofArruuii are flying around you, and 
■o waity are JiiUitig by than on theRight Itaiid 
and OR the Lrji. 
§ 2. When at length yoar Tarn coma, as 

I ic cenainl^ will,^u thejiru Hour iii which 
«• Affiktion teizei you, realize to ynursi'lf the 

' Handi^COD in it, andlose uM ih.- i km of 
Him in any Second Cause, whicli muy have 
proved the immediate Occanon. Let itheyaur 
finl Care, to htanble yniirulf under the mighty 
Band of God, that Ue may exalt you in due 
Time.* Own, that He itjuit in all that is 
ironght upon you,' And thai in all these Things 
He pnnitAet you leu than vaur Intquii' 
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Worky^ reflect frequently, and d( 
your own Meanness and Sinfulness. 
how often every Mercy has been^ 
every Judgment deserved. And a 
how long the Patience of GoD hatt 
you, and how wonderfully it is stil 
wards you ; and indeed, not only h 
but His bounty too. Afflicted as 3 
I speak to you now as actually und 
surCf) look round and survey you. 
Mercies, and be gratefully sensib 
Make the Supposition of their beir 
What if God should stretch out 
against you, and add Poverty to P< 
to Poverty, or the Loss of Frien 
or the Death of surviving Friend 
those whom you are now mourning i 
not the Wound be mare grievous ? 
Goodness, that this is not the Cas 
heed, lest your Unthankfulness she 
Him to multiply your Sorrows. C 
the Need you have of Discipline ; 

•om/i if mow iMvwA in vrtiir Smil ar 



1.35- and thankfully received. 313 

a ihould tiDettlg atguieKe in Ihem and ap- 
HW them; that vou should not 0D]yjiiilify, 
t glorify God id sending them ; that you 
Xud glorify Him nith your Heart, and with 
■r Ziipt too. Think not Praite uiuuilable 
. luch an Occagion ; nor think that Praite 
me to be tuitabU, which takes ita Ilise from 
mainmgComfiirli: But knon that it is your 
iMJy, Dot only to be thankfiil in your Amic- 
MM, bnt to be Ihankfid on Account iifthem. 

{ 5. God Hi Duel r baa said. In every Thing 
te Tiankt;* oadHehaa tanghi liUSeivanlt 

■ly. Yea aUo weglory in Tribuialion.'' And 
Oit certain it is, that to tnte Bflinieri they 
c Inilanfti of Divine Mercy ; for whom the 
trd lovelh He chiutenelA, and scourgeth every 
m whom He receiveth to peculiar and dislin- 
uihed Endeaimenl. ' View your pretenl 
fflictioni in this Light, at Cliattiieaienti of 
five; and then let four own Heart say, wh«- 
«t Love doe% not demand Praite. Tliinkwilh 
Juiself, it is Ihta that God is making me con- 
irmable to Hit own Son ; it is (Aui that He is 
xdning me up for eomplete Glory, Thus He 
\Ut my Corruptiont ; thus He itrengihent my 
iraeei; thus He a uiiiely contriving lo bring 
K atarer lo Himietf, and to ripen me for the 
lonours of Hit Heavenly Kingdom. It is if' 
ietd be, that I am in Heavinetsf and lie 
irely tamwi nhat that Need is belter than 1 
in pretend to teach him ; and knowi what 
Kuliar Property there is in Ihit Jfflieiion, to 
Mwaaypreunt Necettily, and lo do cae that 
teuiiar Good which he is graciously intending 

* ] Thass. T. 18. I Rom. v. 3. 



not make asnun,^^, 

shed abroad in my Heart ^^ ana »ii.».^_ 
my Affliction) like tht San through a i 
descend incr Cloudy darting in Light up 
Shad€,2j\^ mingling Frwi(/ii/wess with Wei 
§ 6. Let it be then your earnest Care, 
you thus look on your Affliction, what€ 
may be, us coming from the Hand of Gc 
improve it to the Purposes for which i 
sent. And that you may so improve ity 
he your first Concern^ to knowviYvaX thosi 
poses are. Summon up all the Attent 
your Soul, to hear the Rod, and Him wf 
appointed it ;^^ and pray earnestly, th 
may understand its Voice. Examine yoi 
your Words, and your Heart ; and pr 
God would so guide your Enquiries, t 
may return unto the Lord that smitei 
To assist you in this, call in the Help 
Friends, and particularly of your JM 
T-.»«,qt, not only their Prayers, but / 

— oV»qble Desien t 
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rf all does it become him, vhen the Rtbuka 
tf Ail Jiemtnly t'othtr are upon him. He 
onght rather to seek Admonilieiit at such a 
^nieasthis,and voluntarily to o^fT Ail M'winiji 
to be learrhed by a fdilhful nnd skilful Hand. 
{ 7. And when, by one Means or another, 
you have got a Kau of Light to d'utet yvu id 
ihe Meaning and Laxgua^t of tucli Dispfasa- 
Umu, bike heed, ihiit yuu du not, in any \)^ 
pte, harden yourself against GOD, and walk 
mntrary to Him," Obstinate Heloclaiice to 
the appreltended lietign of any providential 
Stroke is inexpressibly provoking lo llim. Set 
yourself therefore to an immediate Ktjhrma- 
(wn of whatever youdiscover amiss; and labour 
to learn the general Xewiins of greater Submit- 
mt to G OB'S Will, of a more calm Ini/if- 
firenretot/ie Wiirld.tmdofaclo&eTAllac/imettl 
Iq Divine Convase and lo tAe Victut of an 
ipproachin$( Invisible Stale. And nliatever 
jartitular Proportion or Correspondenre you 
nay observe, bet ween th'it or that CiiruHistance 
in your -djOtii linn, and yoirjomier Tranygrei- 
unu, be especially careful lo act Hccording to 
that inore peculiar and eiprea Voice of the 
Sad. Then YOU may perhaps have s^rf'/ and 
remarkabU Beaton to say, thai it hulh been 
goodfbr you that i/ou hate been ufllicledi" and 
with a Multitude ofoihers, may leam to num- 
btr the Timet of your sharpest Trials, among 
the tweelesl and the most exulted Momnits of 
your Life. For ihis Purpose, lei Vraifer be 
your frequent Employment ; and let such Sen- 
iMMB/zOT/Aew, if nolin Aevw^sa.miiTex'ra*, 
be ifien and n^ectiDnalely poureA o>iA '^^>s«. 



* verse ! Mean and incontidert 

* Province of Thy spacious Emt 

* Thou dost not disregard the E 

* habitants ; but attendest to ii 

* the most condescending and gi 

* Thou reignest, and T rejoice \ 

* deed Matter of universal Jo 

* Thy universal Providence an 

* finnly believe 2% wise, holy^ 

* position in every Thing whici 

* and to the Circumstances of i 
•Thy World. I would look Mn 

* Causes unto Thee, whose Eyes 

* Creatures; to Thee, who for 

* and createst Darkness^ who nn 

* createst £w7;*« to Thee, Lo 

* Pleasure canst exchange the a 

* canst turn the brightest Noon 

* and the darkest Midnight int< 

* Oh Thou wise and merci/ 
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'ledge, tbat itiiof Thy Mercy, that I am not 
aaaiy coananed^* Sioii that any the leatl Oe- 
grte q/' Contort yet ranami. Uh Lord, I most 
readily con/ett, that the Sins of one Day of my 
Life haee meriled all thtte Chattitemeutt ; and 
fliat foery Day of my Lite hath b«en more or 
Utitinfiil. Smile therefore, Oh Thou rig/i^e- 
Mn Judge ; aod I will ttill adore Thee, that 
imtead of the &ourge, Thou hast not given a 
Commiaion to the Suiord, to do all the dread- 
fal Work qfJutt'ue, tmd to pour out my Shod 
ID thy Presence. 

' But shall I tpeak anto Thee only as my 
Judge? Oh Lord, Thou hast taught me a <«7i- 
dererName: Thou condescend est to call Thy- 
lelf my Father, and to apeak of Correction as 
Ike Effect of Thy Love. Oh welcome, wel- 
'oome, thote AJfiictiims, which are the Tokens 
'of Thy Paternal Afection, the Marks of n/ji 



tkat Bundle of FoUy, which then 
Ibart of Thy poorfomard and thoughtlets 
CUld; and knowest vihat Rods, and v>hat 
Strokes are needful Wi drive havay. I would 
dieiefbre be in humble Sidijeclion to the Father 
if Spirits, who chiatenetn me for my Profit ; 
would i>e in Subjection to Him, and iive.^' I 
would bear Thy Strokes, not luerely because 
J cannot resist them, but because I love and 
trust in Thee. I would sweetly acquiesce and 
' rtMt in Thy Will, as well as stoop lo it ; aoA 
' would aiy, Good it the Word of the Lord."" 
And I desire, ihat not only my I^pi, but tny 

" IMO. in. 32. i» He\>. ■sii. ^ A«- 



I . 



I - 



P j * no oiijeccion af^uum vofig %»,j ~ 

'.'i ' beini( afflicted i/i thii particiUar Wi 

* Cup wh ch in If Father puts into mi 

* shill I not drink it P^ By Thine As.'sis 

* Support 1 will. Only be pleased, 
' to itund htf me, and sometimes to g 
^favourable Look in the Midst of my 15: 

* Suppoi t Mj/ Soul, I beseech Thee, by 
' tout lions mingled with mi/ Tribulat* 

* I shall filory in those Tribulations th 
^ allay td.' Tt has been the Experienc 

* who have reflected on ujfiicted Days • 
' sure, and have acknowledged that \ 

* forts have swallowed up their Som 

* after all that Thou hast done, are 

* cies restrained?^ Is thy Hand mwj 

* or canst Thou not still do the same 
*If my Heart be less tender, le 

* Thou canst cure that Disorder, and 

* this Affliction the Means of curing 
i /-/ ;* ht> • onri at 1pn?th in 2hinc owi 



^5| Pressure of heavy Affliction. 32fl 

But I would urge nothing, before the Timi 

Thy Wisdom and Goodness shall appoint. 

I am much more concernedy that mi/ Affiictiom 

My he sanctified^ than that they may he re- 

moved. Number me, Oh God, among the 

htmpy PerMorUy whom whilst Thou chastenest, 

Tnoa teachett out of thy Lawl^ Shew me, ] 

b eacc cb Thee, wherefore Thou contendest witfi 

WK f^ and purify me by the Fire, which is <c 

fmnfkl to me, while I am passing through it ! 

DOBt Thou not chasten thy ChUdren for this 

wery £nd, that they may he Partakers ofThim 

BAmess?" lliou knowest, Oh God, it is 

Mil my Soul is hreaihing ajter, I am Far- 

fisher if Thy Bounty, every Day and Moment 

of life: I am Partaker of Thy Gospel, and 

I hope, in some Measure too, a Partaker oj 

(he Grace of it operating on my Heart : Oh 

may it operate more and more, that I ma) 

br^ly partake of Thine Holiness too ; that J 

may come nearer and nearer in the Temper o1 

my Mind to Thee, Oh Blessed GOD, the su- 

me Model of Perfection ! Let my Soul bt 

it were) melted, though with the intensesi 

t of the Furnace, if I may but thereby hi 

made ft for being delivered into the Mould oj 

Thy Gospel, and hearing Thy bright and 

amiable Image! 

•Oh Lord, my Soul longeth for Thee; \\ 
crieih out for the living GoD P^ In Thy Pre- 
tence, and under the Support of Thy Love, ] 
can hear any Thing ; and am willing to heat 
itf if I may grow more lovely in Thine Eyes, 

» Faalm xciv. 12. * 3o\j x.^. 

•^ Heb. xii. 10. » P«»JaQ.\xiivi *' 




„*y jLCUrS," L'hOUglx 

* wait for i^* My foolish 

* of all its Trials, is ready 

' Earthy disappointing an( 

* And graciou (y, Oh God, 

' tne, in breaking those Bona 
^faster to it. Oh let my & 
*upy and as it were streta 

* Expectation of that blessed 
' drop all its Sorrows and Im 

* and soar awau to exputiati 
' light tft the Regions of jL. 
^ Joy! Amen.' 



CHAP. XX 

The Christian assisted 
into his growth in 

$ 1. The Examination importar 



Grototh in Grace desired. 



_ . .._ ofcomiplibUSad,bulnfin 

tarrmtible,' even bytiat Wordof'OoD, icrAic* 
StetAandabidethJbrtver,Do\oatyinthtWiirtd 
md CAurcA, but in particular SoiiU in winch 
JiMKnvn; j<3u\iil],aii niv-bora BaOet, desire 
lit imeere JUilk of the Ward, Hint i/mi jitgy 
|PMB therehg.' And though, in the miat ad- 
tanted Stole ijf Religioa on £arlh, we are but 
Jn/knti, in Compnriaan of what we Impi- to be, 
mbea m the Heaxitnty World we arrive vnto a 
ftrfert Man, jinio lie Meeiure of the Slatare 
^the Fulneu of' Chriit ;' yet as we have some 
Exercise of a laiiclijied Heaaon, we shall be 
Itlieitoui that we may begrouiing and thriving 
. InJiaUt. And you, my Reader, if to be you 
iiiee tutted Ibnt the Lord it gracioui' will, I 
doubt not, feel Ihii Solieiliide. I would iliere- 
fare endeavour to atsift ymi in making the Kn- 
fuiiy, whether Religion be on the Advvnce in 
Jour Souls. And here, I shall warnyou against 
tame false Maria of Grovilh ; and ihen, shall 
endeavour to lag down ofAen on which you may 
depend as more tolid. — In this View I would 
OMerve, thai you are not tomeamre yoiirOrowtlt 
01 Grace, Only or chiefly by jour Adviinca in 
Knowledge, or in Zeal, or any other pas-ionate 
Jmpmtiou of the Mind ; no, nor by the Fer- 
witr of Devotion alone ; but by the habitual 
Delerminatioa of the Will for Cod, and by 
your prevailing Disposition to obey hU Cum- 
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Without some DeerM^ / 

j^' " "^nnot be tineere. i 
"Mures are constituted Mk 
"ybeagreatDealofZS 
"£«greatDealofr«p^ 
*ere 1. „o true ReliJonTx 
'"tick more wh<no .k* - 
it. TlJvV^y^ ^ ^^ no 

;r, ir. *•*"«« of our ro<iir 

^^^»Beart. An eloq, 
OT u>e liuffennet of Chrittn 



True Marks of Gra 



openly and figorougly eipouied, disputed and 
mxutd. This ma^r possibly lend him, inTerma 
mttrojig Indignation, to pour out his ^eal and 
ttt £"£« before Gov, in a fond Conceil, that, 
« the God of Truth, He is the J'utron of 
Amae favourite Doetrinei, by whose /air Ap- 
Bearance$ pertiaps he himself ia raiited. And 
if these speculalive Refinementt, or these o^ec- 
tioaate Saliia of the Mind, be consistent with 
a totai Absence of true Jieligiim, they are much 



w apparenily 



would desire to lead you, my 
'¥neaA,intotvblinicr'NotiQ>aaaAjusterMarks; 
Bad rr^ you to other Practical Writers, and 
tbore all to fAe Bonft of Gpv, to prove Aoio 
ttateriul they are. I would therefore inlreat 
you, to bring ymir men Heart to onmier, as 
ID the Presence of Cod, to such Enquiriet as 
these. 

§ 3. Do you find Divine Love, on the whole, 
advancing in your Soul 1 Do you feel yourseli 
aore and more sensible of thePresenre ofGtID; 
and does that Sense grow more delightful ia 
jOH,' than it formerly was? Can you, even 
when your natural Spirilt are lueak and low, 
and you are not in any Frame for the A rdours 
and Ecslacies nf Devotion, nevertheless find a 
pfemiog Rest, a calm Repose of Heart, in the 
niougnt that God is near you, and that he 
ittt the secret Sentimeati a( yaar &aii] ; while 
you Bt«, as it were, labouring up the Hill, and 
raiting a longing Hye towards him, though you 
tenaot say you enjoy any sensible Coinmuniea- 
timti from him ? is it ngreeablx to t|Ou vq o^ei 
jiaa- Jl£4iri lo his Inspection an4BA%3si,' 
praent it to him laid bare ot ever^ "Ov^ei 
■nd to smf witb Doeid, f (tou, LotA, l««j 



concerning an inin^^ .. 
discern, not only the Necesititi/, but the ii 
ublenesa, the Beauty, the Pleasure of Ohu 
and feel arrowing Scorn and Contempt fo 
I'Ain^j, which may be offered as t/ie P 
your Innocence, and would tempt you tc 
Jice or to hazard your Interest m the . 
Favour and Friendship ? Do you find 
j genuous Desire to please GOD ; not onl 

t cause he is so powerful, and has so man 

r andM) many evil Things entirely a^ Aii 

.^ mand; but from a Ferteration of his mi^ 

oi/c; Nature and Character? And do y 
your Hettrt habitually reconciled to a mo 
\, 6^ Subjection, both to Ai5 commanding 

j his disposing Willi Do you perceive, tl 

; aic;n Will is now more rea(/y and disf 

J every Circumstance, to hear the Yoke 

, submit to the Divine Determination, ^ 

be appoint to be borne or forborne? 
in Patience possess your Soul V Can y< 
tain a more steady Calmness and Seren 
God is striking at your deanst Enjo 
~«^ artirui most directl) 



« 1 



Benevolence to Men. 335 

id towanls the rul of Mankind in ^neial. 
u find your Heart ooerfloui with undis- 
>d and unrestrained htaeeuletuxl Are 
are uiuible than jou once nere, of those 
cndtan«g Bondi, which unile ail Mm, 
specially alt ChriiliaTi', into o»e Comma- 
which make (hem Bnlkren and i'ellme- 
»(? Do all Ike unfrieadtg Pauimu die 
ilher in your Soul, while Ihe kind ucial 
iont grow and itrengtieH I And Ihougb 
tx nas never the reigaing Paaimt, since 
'came a true Chrittian ; yet as tome Re- 
irt i>J' it are still too redely to icork in- 
I, and to lAetK tbemtelvE', especially as 
1 Occasions arise, do you perceive, thai 
t ground of them 1 Do you think oryour- 
ly at one of a great Number, whose par- 
■ Inletetli and Conrfmi are ofliitte Im- 
ee wlien compttied with lliote of the Com- 
y, and ou([ht by all means, on all Occa- 
to be sacrificed to then' 1 

IlrFLECT especially on the Temper of 
Sind iinoardi thoie,'''\\oTa anuToanctiJied 

might be ready to ima^ne, it had tome 
rcuie Tor excepting out nfthe Liil of those 
t, and towards whom you are ready lo 
teeret Averiion, or at least an Alienation 
'.hem. How does your Mijid itarid af- 

towards thote who differ from yoa in 
teligiuut Seatimentt am Proclicet? Ido 
y. that Chiitlian Churity will require 

think every Error harmlett. It ai^es 
tttt of Love to a Frimd in some Cases, 

lest AwDwon/er should prove nH>re/(i((if 
) seems lo imi^ine ; nay sometimes, the 
Vendemesi of Friendship may increaie 
p/ireAeiuion. But tq Kule tiriuM>i«» 



in aPenwn,''VM> think* himsdt . 

ferent Jroni yourteff^l _»^y » 

Can-ito»o«rtfcatwta^«j^ 

Mce««< in those, w tnto« J^ 

son? This >» rmae oi the }e 
Cft«n<y, nor any. despicable 
Advanee in Bdtgttm. 

46. A»P,onth.8Head,« 

can you 6ear In^rifi'Bi, 

aconfimJ State }nP>^y^ 
e»er/Thingofthu.K.ndhu. 

so M to put J"«* o» p""^ 
may «co«p««, or at iMSt^ 



Fortitude qf Mind. 337 

WfUcA; will own you, as one of'hUSuUinn.ua 

wt of his Heron ; especiall)' if it run so_/ar, 

■ instead of being overcome o/* Ecil, to iiver- 

(nc Evil milk Cood.' Watcn over juwr i)it- 

lit wit] over ^ur Tongue, vben in/ut iea art 

^ertdi and see, whether ^DU 6e realty to wr- 

iMBte tipoti them, lo aggravate them to yniir- 

■j^ to coiBphiii o/'lhaii to othert, ami to liij/ 

M oil the Loud q/' Blame that you in Juatice 

tui; or whether yuu be read^ to put IIk kind- 

]; al Con'lnittiiiit upHin the Oden<:e, to i-tcute 

rf i( u br as lleaaon will allow, and where ii/hr 

!■ id it will uxor a black and od'miit Aspal, Id 

■ ^jlJM it, heartily to forgive it, and tliiit even 
ri Vm a>>? Submitiioa it mn^e, or I'ardim 
H &rf> anil ID Token of the Siiieerily tf that 
m Fergtueatat, lo becortlrivlngvihat con liedtnie, 
** I* some Benefit or other toward the injurious 
I I Person, to teach him a better Temper. 

'i 4 7. ExAuiNE farther, with Ile^ard to the 
Biker Evilt and Calamitiet of Life, and even 

• with Regard to its Uncertainties; how can jou 

• tear them! Do you liiid,yi?ur Sua/ is in this 
' Krspeclgatheriag S/rejiglh 7 Have yawjhctr 
' firaHtding Fears and diufuittiag Alarms, than 

you once had, m lo lohat mat/ happen in JJfe'f 
Can you Inat the Wisdom and Cuodness of 
God, to orderyoUT Affairsfor you, with fnoro 
Qomplacencg and Chcirfulnett than formerly ? 
Do you Itnd, you are able to unite t/our 
Thoughts more in surveying prewnl Circuai- 
1 itowei, that you may collect immediate Duty 

• from ihcm, 1houg;h you knoio not wIihI God 

■ will ii£ii afpoinl or call you to! And when 

■ you /eel the Smart of Affliction, da you make 

1 '" Jlom. lii.ll. 



I 



i: 



t 
I 



GOD^ and your Ripeness Jl 
§ 8. Examine also, wh 
in Humility. This a silent, 
Grace ; and they who are 
are dearest to GoD, and m 
munications of his Presence 
then feel your Mind more 
and haughty Imaginal'wm 
' much to look hack upon pai 
has performed, ?s forward 
yet before youy and inward i 
Imperfections of your Hca 
tenderly observe your (/aj/y 
riages, and find yourself c 
ocer fAo«c Things before t 
passed \nth you as slight 
when you come to survej^ 
Presence of God, you fii 
wholly involuntary, or free 
you feel in your Breast a d 



Christian Bumility. 



Effect of Christian Humility, vcbich it 
4] be an unpardonable Negligence (o omit, 
me therefore fenher enquire: Are you 
• frequently rrneiciag your Application, 
sincere, sieady, detprminate Appiicalion, 
e Righteoianas and Blood of Chritl ; as 
5 sensible how vrrn'OTlht/ jou are to appear 
■€ God, otherwise than in Him? And 
he remaining Comiptions of your Heart 
)fc you te/ore him, though the Disorderi 
our Life are in a great measure cured? 
you more earnest to obtain the qaickenivg 
leneei of the Holt Spirit; and have you 
a Sense qfyoiir own Weakness, as to en- 
yon to depend, in ail the Duties you per- 
, vpon the Communieotions of' his Grace 
elp your Infirmities?" Can you, at the 
e of your most relif^ous, exemplaiy, and 
il Days, bluih bffore GOD for the De/irt- 
» of them, nhile others perhaps may be 
^ to admire and extol your Conduct ? And 
e you give the Glory of all Ihat has been 
I to Him, from whom the Strength and 
ce has been derived, are you coming to the 
>d of Sprinkling, 10 free you from (he Gvill 
■h mingles itself even wilh l/ie best of your 
•ices? Do you learn to receive the houn- 
^ Providence, not only with Thankfulness 
iinJng from God, but milh a Mixture of 
ne and Confusion loo, under a " 



•jt deserve them, and ai 
A\j forfeitivg them ? And do yoH_ 
vidence in your Affiictioas and Disappoinl- 



l)aty< 

lT> 



(, eren while tnof^ ore Jlour'uilini%%iQwA 
■1 Me full Bloom of Prosperits, ■«'tew 

" Rom. viii.26. .^^ 
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good Works from it? Can ; 
rows of others with tender 
with Projects and Con/n'vaiu 
do to relieve them? Do ; 
Breast, that you are more fi 
liberal Things,^* and ready i 
Adnantage or Pleasure tliat 
plishthem? Do you find, 
teeming as it were wUh 
Schemes^ for the Advancetnem 
Interest of Christ in the Wo 
pagaiion of his Gospel, and 
of your tellow- Creatures? 
only pray, but act far it;Bi 
ner, as to shew that you pra^ 
feel a Readiness to do what 
this Cause, even though otht 
they pleased very convenient 
more, will do nothing? 

& 11. Akt). not in pnlsurm 



illmgiu»» to exchange Worlds. 341 

■our Bondt id loottofd to it, that you sK 
g, heartily iviUing, to leave U at the thart- 
arning, no tbat if God should see lit to 
on t/ou mcay oa a tiiddea, though it should 
the Midal of your Enjoy menu. Pursuits, 
ctations, and Hopes, you would cordially 
ittotliat iteiROM ; without saying, 'Lord, 
ae »lay o /itllevkilelongir, to enjoy this 
lat agreeable Entertainment, to finish this 
lal Scheme!' Can you iMnk with an bsi- 
Calmntuani liearty Apprvbalioa,Hiach 
c Divine Pleasure, o/' laikiiig no more 
you lie down on jour Bed, of' reluTniriB 
■novwre when you go out of your House? 
jret, on the other band, how great soever 
\urthem of Lite are, do you Itnd a WtU 
•it to bear them, in Subroiasion to the 
of your Ueavenly Father, though it should 

Biatiy Juture Ytorl; and though they 
i be Yeari offer greater AffiictUm, than 
ave ever yet seen ? Can you imv calmly 
teadUy, if not with such Uverflinviiigs of 
'j^jferiioniBsyoucouid desire,' Behold, 
Semont, thy Child, is in Thine Uand.do 

me at teemetk good in thy Sight!" My 

I it melted into ^liine;xohehere OTthire, 
bit or that Circumittmce, just as Tbou 
sesi, and as shall teittuit with "Thy great 
mhe Plan, which it is imponible that /, 

II the Jngel$ ia heavea, should mend. ' 
S. TnesE.ifl understand Mattersarighl, 
imt of the mott tub$ttiiUiiU Evidtntei of 
ith and BflablMment in Retigiim. Searth 
■hem; Bleu Coi>/Dr(hem,sofa.i tta'jQ'^ 
er them ia yourself; an4 aJ.vvi'J \o oA- 

" 2Saiit.xT.a6. 
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Growth in Grac 

* r\^l Thou ever-blessed Fi 

* V^' ral and Spiritual Lijt 

* that I live in Religion. I bles 

* hast infused into me Thine o 
'though I was once dead i 

* Sins ** so that I am become, 

* liar to Thine own Children 

* But it is mine earnest Desir 

* only live, but grow ; grow \ 

* the Knowledge of my Lord t 

* Christ, " upon an Acquaint 

* wiy Progress in it so evidei 

* this View I humbly intreat 

* wilt form mif Mind to righ 

* Ugionj that 1 may noi judge 

* wrong Conceptions of it, noi 

* vances in it bi/ those Things, 

* the Effects (f Nature, and 



Prayer for Growth in Grace. 



■tier preienl or absent I may be accepted it/' the 
Lord," tliat whether I live or die it muy be 
'/or ifii Glori/.' In a word, 09 thou kiiawesE 
' Ihunger and thirst ajler Righleoutneii, make 
me whatever Thuuwouldcit delight to secmel 
' Draw in my Saul, by the gentle Injluciiccs of 
'Tliy gracious Spirit, every Trace and cvcij/ 
' Feature, wbicb nine Eye, Oli Heavenly I'a- 
'ther, may survey with Flctiture, and wiiirli 
'Hiou mayest axikaowledge as 'I'hiTu oidii 

' I am sensible, Oh Lord, I hare not as yet 
'tttained : Yea, my Soul is utterly confounded 
'toihink, how furl am from beiaff alimdi/ 
'perfect: Bal th'u one 'l%ii'g, aftEr llie great 
'Example of Thine Apostle, and the mucli 
'greater of Ah Lord, I would endeavow to do: 
'forgetting tht things which are behind, 1 would 



Word and Spirit ! Having been, a9 I hum- 
'biy hope and trust, regentrated by it, bciiift 
'ham agnin, not of' corruptible Seed, hat of 
* Mcarrttulible, even by Thy Word which Urcth 
'and abideth for ever,"' as a new-born 
' B/ibe I desire the sincere Milk of thy Word, 
'tkat I may grow thereby.'^ And may my 
'profiting appeiir unto alt Men," till at leu^h 
' I coiHc unto a perfect Man, unlo the Mensare 
' of the Stature oj the Fuliwssol Christ ;-^ai\d 
' atler finTinK enjoyed the Pleasuies of those 
' that _fiourish eminently in Thy Courts below, 
' be filled in the Paradise above ! I ask, and 

"2 Cor. T.S. » V\i\\.t\\A*l.\'i. 



(JHAf. AAV 11. 

The advanced Christian remind 
Mercies of God, and exhortc 
Exercises of habitual Love to I 
Joy in Him. 

§1. An holy Joy in God, our Privilege, 
our Duty, 

2. The Christian invited to the Exercise 

3. (t.)By the Representation of Tempor 

4. (2.) By the Consideration of Spiritui 

5. (3.) By the Views of Eternal Happi 

6. And, (4.) Of the Mercies of God to 
Living, and the Dead. 

7. The Chapter closes uith an Exhortai 
Heavenly Exerciie, 

And with an Example of the genuine I 
this grateful Joy in God • 

§ 1. T WOULD now suppose my 
A find, on an Examination oi 



of Love to God, and Joy in Him. 345 

uu I'rinciple of all true and acceptable Obali- 
!nee! and viilh Lore, when so wisely and linp- 
pily fixed, when so certainly relumed, Jov, 
proportumablt Jim, must nalurally be cmivi ti- 
ed. It may justly griereaMan that eniers 
into the Spirit of Chriitiamty, to see how hui 
B Life Ihe Generality even otsinctre C/irisliajis 
commonly live in this Respect. Rgoice tlien 
IB the Lord,^'e Kighteous, and give Ihanks at 
the Kemeiabrance o/' hit Holinea, ' and ol all 
those other Perjectiontaad G/oriej, which are 
iDcluded in that majestic, that wonderful, that 
delightful Koine, The Lord ThvGos! Spend 
sot your Merer' Moments merely in Confeiision, 
or in Petition, though each must have tli<>ir 
daily Shate : But give a Part, a consideriible 
Pan, to the Celestial and Angelis Work of 
Praise. Yea, lahour to carry about with you 
continually on Heart overJloiBitig viith such 
Senlimentt, warmed and inflamed with mch 
Affections. 

S 2. Ahe there not continually flow enough 
diffused from the great Fatlier of Ltgkl mid 
hove, to enkindle it in our Bosom? Come, mi/ 
Chrktinn Friend and Brother, come and uir- 
vn with me the Goodness if our Heaven/;/ 
iitker. And Oh thai He would give me nuch 
a Sense of it, that I might represent it in a 
niitable Manner; thai while I am sousirtg, the 
i'ire may 6uni in my own Heart,' ai>d be cinn- 
tavnicaled XoyomiX And Oh that it mif^lil pan 
with the Lines I write, Ji-om Soul to Soul ; 
awakening in the Breast cferer^ Oritf tun that 
reads tbem. Sentiments more wortdy (i( *^% 
ChiUren of GOD, and the Heiri o^ GW-;) ■ 

1 Psalm xcvii. 12. »P«S*m««'|^ 



great is the Sum of them/ When I tot 
them, they are more in Number than i 
You indeed know where to begin the 
for the Favours of God to you begum 
Being. Commemorate it therefore 
grateful Heart, that the Eyes, which 
Substance, being yet imperfect, beheld 
a friendly Care, when you were made 
and have watched over you ever si 
that the Hand, which drew the Pla 
Members, when as yet there was none 
not only Jashioned them at first, but 
Time has been concerned in keepim 
Bones, so that not one of them is bro) 
that indeed, it is to this that you o\ 
you live. Look back upon the Pati 
trod, from the Day that God brougi 
of the Womb, and say, whether you 
it were see all the Road thick set 
» i*«.t. onH Mpmorials of the Divine 



Representation of temporal Mercies. 34 

God halk done to defend you from them, c 
to carry you through them. Think, how ojte, 
there bag been but n Step between you un. 
Dtalh; and how taddcidi/ GOD baili some 
tiines inttrpoud to tet you in Safety, even be 
fare you apprebended your Danger. ThinI 
of Ihote Cnambers of Illness, in which joi 
have been tonfned, and (rom whence perhap 

Ci once lhoug)it jrou ihould go forth no more 
t u'l/ (with Heiekiah) in the culling rffii 
your Doyi, I shall go the Guttsofthc Oruvi 
I CM diprived of the Eetidue if my years. 
God bas, it may be, since that Time, addei 
mny Years to your Life; and you know uc 
how many may be in Reserve, or how nine 
Stefulness and Hnppiness may attend each 
Survey your Circunistancet in Relative Lfe 
bow many kind Friendi ere surtounding yo 
daily, and Etudyiog bow they may coiitnbul 
to your Comfort. Reflect on Ihete reimrka 
bU iJircuJiistamei in Fracidence, which occa 
■ionedllie knitting of tome Bonds of thin Kina 
which, next 10 tnose which join your Soul i 
God, you number among the happiest. Am 
fiirget not, in how many Instances, when thes 
dear Lives have been threatened, Lives perhap 
more sensibly dear than your own, COD hat 
pven them back Sioai (lie Borders of the (iniv( 
u)d (o added new Eadearraentt arising froi 
that tender - Circumstance to all your AJlej 
Convene with them. Nor forget, in how [^ra 
cioua H Manner He hath supported some oihet 
m their last Moments, and enabled them I 
leaie behind a sweel Odour of Pi«lt|, wiKi'; 
Aaiii embalmed their MemmXes, t^-ivj^ n 



Look backy as it were, to the RockJ'roi 
you were hewrif and to the Hole of the 
w/ience you were digged. ^ Reflect : 
on the State wherein Divine Grace fo 
Under how much Guilty under how m 
lutionJ In what Danger; in wha 
Think what was. and Oh think with '< 
er Reflection, what would have been t 
The Eye of GOD, which penetrates ii 
nity, saw what your Mind, amused 
Trifles of present Time and sensual ( 
tion, UKts utterly ignorant and regai 
It saw you on the Borders of Eter 
pitied you ; saw, that you would in a 1 
have been such a helpless, wretched < 
as the Sinner that \sjust now deady a 
his inflnite Surprise and everlasting 1 
his unexpected Doom, and would like 1 
thunder-struck in Astonishment and 
This God saw, and He pitied you; i 
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PurpiMes, He sent hU Grace into yoia- 
nrt ; to that though you wert once liark- 
H, yoa are nma Light in Iht Lord.' lie 
ide tkal heppi) Change which you now J'eei 
your Soul, and fry ha Hofy Spirit tcAicA it 
ten to you He thai abroad that Pilnciple of 
RW,* which 18 iakindled by tiria Iteview, and 
v-Jtamet with greater Ardour than before. 
tiu/iir He hath supported you in your Chris- 

Course; and having obtained HelpJ'rvm 
m it is, that you eoitlinue even to this l)ay. '" 
i hatb not only biased yoa, bul madeyou a 
teuiag : " And though you have nol been to 
^ui, as that holy Generoiity of Heart, which 

has excited, would have eugapedyou to dc- 
«, yet lome Goodyou have done in the Sta- 
ll in which he has fixed you. Some of your 
'ethren of Mankind have been relieved, per- 
ps too tome thoughtless Creature reclaimed tu 
rtue and Happiness by hit blessing on your 
•tdeavovri. Some in the Way to Heaven, arg 
auing G OD J'or you ; and some perhaps aJ- 
idy there, are longing Jiir your Arrival, (hat 
By may thank you in nobler and more ex- 
essive I'onasjor benefits, the Importance of 
lich they now sufficiently understand, though 
lile here they could never conceive it. 
§ 5. Christian, look round on (Ae nnmber- 

1 Biestings of one Kind and of another, with 
lich you are already encompassed; and ad' 
oce your Prospect ttili Jarlher, to what 
tith yel discovers vitthin the Veil. Think 
those now unkrumm 2'rrmtportt, with which 
m ahalt drop every Burlden in the Gtuw, 
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ueriveu lo inee, ana wno win 
Throne near his own, to be for ei 
tor and Partaker of his Glory. 
Rapturej with which thou shalt i 
umph in the Resurrection Day, i 
poor mouldering corruptible Boi 
into his glorious Image ; andthei 

* Hopes are not mine alone, but 
' Thousands and Millions, Mui 

* I number among the dearest oft 

* on Earth, are rejoicing with m 
'prehensions and Views: And 

' sometimes to see the Smiles on 

* the sweet humble Hope that sp 

* Eyes, and shines through the t 

* Gratitude ; and to hear that liti 
' toard Complacency and Joy, wl 
' can express. Yea^ and Multitu 

* were once equally dear to me witJ 

* I have laid them in the Grave, 

* their Dust, are living to God 

* Possession of inconceivable j 

* drinking large Draughts oUhe \ 
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^ ; '* and they make bul a imall Fart of 
[ glorioui Auanbfy. Millions, egiially vior- 
of thine Esteem and Affection laiM Ihem- 
>c», inhabit thoie bliiffut Regioni; And wilt 
nnol rg'iierin Ifitirjoy? and wilt thou not 
re thai everlatting Spring of Holicesa and 

[ipiness, from whence each aflhete Streams 
erived T Yea, I will add, while the blaied 
ge/i are so kindlji regarding tii, while they 
miaitlering to thee, Ub CAratian, and bear- 
thee ioiheiT Arma.asan Heir o/Sahatiim," 
t thou not raoice in their Felicity too 7 and 
t thou notd^ire ihatGOD, who gives them 
the tvperiur Glory of iheir more exalted Na- 

e, and gives them a Heaven, which filla ihem 
h Blessedness, even while they seem lo with- 
™i from it, tliat ihey may atte-nd on 'Vkeei 
\ 7. This, and inBnilely more than thii, the 
issed God is, and was, and shall ever be. 
■eir Felicities, Oh Christian, and thine, are 
nortal. These Heavenly Luminariei shall 
o with »Ti undrcayinp Flame; and thou shall 
Re and bum among them, when the Sun and 
! Stars are gone out. The Bounties nf Go D 
his obedient Creatures, and Iheir Happiness 
kin, shall be everlatting, shall be ever grovi- 

f. Bow down. Oh thou Child o/ GOD, thou 
•ir of Glory, bow down, and let all that is 
'.hin thee unite in one Act of grateful Love; 
i lel all that is around thee, all (hat is before 
■e in the Prospects of an unbounded £ter- 
y, concur to eU vote and trantport thy Soul; 
Lt thou innyest, as br as possible, begin the 
ork and Bleuedneu of Heaven, in falling 
wn before the GOD of it, in opening thine 

I* Rev. ijii. 3, 4. >■ H«h.v\taM 
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The grateful Soul rejoicing in the 1 
Frovidtnce and Grace, undpourir, 
be/ore OOD in vigorous and affta 
ercise of Love and Praise. 

OH my God, it is enough / I h 
and the Fire bumeth ! '* But ( 

* Language shall the Flame break fi 

* can Isay but ^Ais,that wy Heart ad 

* and adores Thee, and loves Thee . 

* Vessel is as full as it can hold; ? 
^pour out all that Fulness before 2 
' may grow capable of receiving mor 

* Thou art mt/ Hope, and my Help ; 

* and the Lifter up of my Head. ** 

* rejoices in Thy Salvation ; ** and 

* myselfmidev the I nfluences of Thj 

* to converse with Thee, a Thousar 

* Thoughts spring up at once ; 

' ^ -■/* Tilnnc^nfto oro finspn/pd. 
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ted it. IWesiThee for tlial Grace, mth 
h, I trust I may (not wilhout humble 
ider)*™, Thou hast wncfi^erfti; though 
the Celeslial Plant is fixed in tw barrtn 
t, and doa nolflouriih to the Degree I 

>les3'niee also for that Body which ThoD 
given me, and which Thou pratrvetl as 
1 id Strength and Fi^oiir,- not only ro- 
■ of rttuhing the Entertuinmentt which 
1 proTidesI for iti varimii Senta, but 
:ttl esteem Jar more valuable than any of 
for its own Sake,) capable <f acting with 
Vivacity in Tliy Service. I blesa Thee 
hot Eate and Frreijom, with which then 
It limine move theTtaelva, and obey the 
ales of my Spirit, 1 hope ai guided by 
e- r bless Thee, that iht Keepers of tie 
le do not yet tremble, nor the Stroag Men 
'.hemxlvtt ; that tbea that look out of the 
iowi are not yet darkened, nor the Davgh- 
ifMuM broaeht loie; I bless Thee, Oh 
I ofBiy Life, tnat Me Silver Cords are not 
ooied, nor the Golden Bowl broken:" 
tU Thine Handthatbiaces all my Ntruet, 
nine Infinite Skill thai prepara- those 
It, which^uto in so freely, and when ex- 
ed rerruU so sooa and so plentifully. 
jraiseThee for that Royal Hounly, with 
1 TTiou pioyideSl for the daily Support of 
kind in general, and /br mine inparticu- 
W the various j'oiie which Thou spread- 
•fire me, and for the overfioniing Cap 
I Thou pattest into my Himdt." \ til«5A 
- ifiat these Bmmtiet nf Thy PTOT\A.^wt. 

'J. zii. 3, 4,6. u^B^tstV^lkk 
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* Seasons of comraon Repast. 

* for so mart!/ dear l^'^^TJ.^. 
^ many kind I nend. Abroad ^^^ 

* serving me in various Instance 

< Nor would I forget to ad 

* Favour, in rendering me cap 
^ others, find giving freeman 

< than to receive.^ I thanK i 
' wbich/ee/s the Sorrows of the 

* a JViirui which can make it my 

* iUfreshment to con^nve, accj 

Uomethforth from Thee, 0^ 
' JwiAor of every fceneWen 

* every prwden* Scheme, of ev< 
<to/etospr6fldHwn«^«''' 

* Instance to lesseMre^': 

* And surely, Oh Lord, if 
Medge </re P/€as«res o/S^^wp 

* Uicted, much more must 1 o 
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' Xnbuur io south, and whox Joyi, especially in 
' Thee, it whs ilie Delight iifmi/ Heart lopm- 
'mote. I praise Thee for the Blcsscdnos of 
' enery Saint, and ofeveiy Angel, that aurrouadi 
' Thif Throne above; and I praise Thee, willi 
'Accents of dislin^ished Pleasure, fur IliaC 
' reviving Hope which Thou hast iniplmitcd in 
'mtf Boiom, ihal I shall ere long foiuiuby dcnr 
' Sight, and by tverluttnig Kiperinice, "liiit 
*(Aa( FeUciti/ of' theirs it, which 1 nownii/y diS' 
' cotxr at a Jlutoiice, through tlie comparative- 
' ly ohaeure Clots of Faith. Etcd now,lhrou([h 
' Thy Grace, do ijeel myself borne forwoTii by 

■ Thy supporting Arm ioWojeUfgiofu n/'iJ/csi- 
' ediicti. Even now am I Kiiiltngfur Thj/ i'ui- 
'vatioH,'' with thai ardent Desire on the one 
'hand, which its sublinie Greatness cannot bnt 
' inspire into the believing Soul, and that ralrn 
' Reiignuliim on the other, which (he Ininnnta- 
' bility of Tliy Promise establishes. 

'And now. Oh «tjf God, Whit Khatl I suy 
'unto Thee! IfySoi, but thatl/we IVifcabove 
•all tiie Powers of Language to express! While 
' I thus^'e/ TAy Sacred Spirit hreathin" an mi) 
' Heart, and exciling thae Ferviiurs iif J.iire to 
* Thee, / eamuit doubt it any more, than 1 can 

■ doubt the Reality of this Animal Life, while I 
'eiert the Actings of it, and feeiits Sensations, 
' Surely, if ever I knew Me Appetite if Hunger, 
'my Soul hungers after Righteoianas," and 
' longs (or a greater Cimfurmity to Thy Blessed 
■Nalureand Holy Will. Ifever tnyjPn/iKeyWi 
' Thirst, my Soul thirtieth for GliO, rvenfm 
' the living GOD," and panteth for the mort 

» Gen. iLi. 18. " Mat. v. 6. 



' ^AvK™"""" BoJOTb, Oh my neav. 

• l«toMi»« Wj r«, Oh Lori, . 

■Th« ".'»»■'",»""■, ^: 

• and such Thou mil be, /or 1 
' EternilV- What haTB I more (o * 

'AftaLraftrm<,''wbileallniyl 

CViindIsWlpre««nt»» 
• aU mv D«'^« *« a<:compluhed 
'E,^4'^«toJ-Thee! Amen. 

CHAP. XXVU 
The Established Christian 
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Ind thtrtfon ttiU detin Inilrticlini on lAii 

,d. 

xcfrdinglv Dirtt 

iitui oiuf Laarnii 
I.) Po™-. 

3.) Domatic Authariti). 
4.) Eiltem. 
(5.) Richa. 

SSBtTalgand Wt^a "femplnyiTig Arm kinitd at. 
13. Prudenci is Biptiiie uTged,/ar tht Sup- 
mrt pf' Chariig. 

. Dhine Dirtelhn tn thit lUipM It be uught. 
la Chriilum brtalhing afttr mcra tiltnavi Uit- 
fMbitu. 

1. OUCHaalhavedescribedinthe/ormer 
O Chopler, 1 trust, are and will be the 
requent Exerciie of your Soul before God, 
riius willj/our Love and Gratitnde breathe U- 
*lf forth in the DiTine Presence, and will, 
kroughjeva the great Mediator, come up be- 
i»te it ai Incense, and yield an acceptable Sa^ 
our. But ihen you must remember, this will 
lot be the only Effect of that Lone to GOD, 
rfaich I have supposed so trarm in your Heart- 
fit beiinrerc, it will not spend Itself In Witrdi 
lone; but will discover itself in Actions, and 
rill produce, as its genuine Fruit, an unfcign- 
i Low to your Fdhw' Creatures, and ui un- 
learied Deiire and Labour to do them Good 
onlinually. 
§ S. ' Has the great Father of Mercies,' will 
ou say,' looked upon me with so gracious an 
Eye ; has He not orAyJoreiven me Ten Thou- 
iaiui(Wfiw;e»,bul«rM-Wme withsHcli a Fo- 
riely ^Benefilt ; Oh toial shall 1 render to 
himfor them all! Instruct, me, Oh ^e Orocia 
^r&emal Truth I Insltuct me, ^fc elAtr ^ 



^ who has already done $o mucn lu e/igu^> 

* who will take $o much Pleasure in owr 

* rewarding it ! ' 

§ 3. This, Oh Christian, is theCommat 
wc have heard from the Beginnings an 
ever continue in unimpaired Force, tha 
loveth GoP, should love his Brother ah 
should express that Love, not in Wor 
Profession alone, but in Deed and in 
You are to love ycmr Neighbour as you 
love the whole Creation of G OB ; and 
your Influence can extend, must endi 
make it happy, 

§ 4. * Yes,' will you say, * and I d 
' I feel the golden Chain of the Divine 

* circling us all, and binding us clos 

* other, joining us in one Body, and (/. 

* it were one Soul through all. May J 
' true and sublime, perpetual and eve 

* Happiness, reign through the whole 
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ley will be attended with a icrious Concern to 
^ in SaboTdination to Ibis great Scheme of 
ihine Prmidence, according to your Alrilities 
I their utmost Extent, And lo this Purpose, 
ley wilt putyoaon siirveyiag IhepecalUir Cir- 
tmstanea of yoat Life and Being; ihal you 
lay discover what Opportunities of' Usrftilnesi 
tey (vnu afford, and how those Opporlunilics 
rid Cupaaliet may be improved. Enter iherc- 
>re into such a Sarveif; not that you Toayjiridc 
ounelf'm X\ie B'ist'mct'iom o( Divine Fnvi- 
tnce or Grace towards you, or hiiving rece'a;- 
d, may glory as if you had not received;' hut 
Mt you may dealfait/ifaUy with the great Pro- 
rietar, whose Steward you are, and by whom 
ou are iittnisted with erery Talent, which, 
nth Respect lo any Claim from your Fellow- 
'reatnres, you may call your own. And here, 
aving Gijts differing according to the Grace 
•hic/i is given tintu iis,' let us hold the Balance 
''lib an impartial ifonif, that so wemayrfe(er- 
iine nhut it is that GOD requires of' us; which 
I Dotbing less, than doing the most we can in- 
enl, conlri»e, snd effeel, for the general Good. 
lut Oh, how seldom is this Intimate faithfully 
lade ! And how much does the World around 
t, and how much do our mva Souls suffer, fur 
Vant of ihai Fidelity. 

§6. Hatu God given you Geniusand Lenrn- 
tg? It was not, that you might amuse or deck 
ourself with it, and kindle a Blaze which 
liould only serve to attract and dazile (he 
ijes of Men. It was intended lo be the 
ieaas of leading \xi(ttyourKifv!V^\,\axn'<a<SK. 
hfAer nfUghts. And il 'JiftV \wi)out yiiAij , 

'lCor.iT.7. *■p.<nn..■«a.*^j 



enforce and «comme..u ».*.-""- 
Men from Courtes which wo^'d be « 
^Uto GOD fi^A fatal to themselves, 
Tl^utmo,t EffortUM the Solemnity 
demess wiAwhich y- '^''"/•"'^ 
Vdresses, to lead them into the Paths 

'^t ?T: GO. invested you wi 
whetherit be in o larger or mdler bo 

memter, that thU J'""^ .^'^JTh 
GOD might be A*"""^' X/A 
under your Goremment, whether JD 

Public, might be made happy- «e 
ri^erefoU, that whether you be ««< 
j!;rUorrteS»<W,itmayn». 

oflin » Are you a Magw'rote .' ua 
Se in the W and t^mendou. 
enaetine Lamsl Reverence the AM 
w«»f Legislator, the great G»a^ 

cuty: Promote «»»«. «>°^"' :'^ * 
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active, be vakeful, be obiervani, of nhat 
oetb around you. Protect llie Upright, and 

/naoceiit. £>«iii in Pktet the Power of 
Oppreitor. Unveil every dUhonest Art, 
^raee, m well as defeat the Wretch, that 
kes bis diitinguishea Abililiei the Diiguise 
Protection otthe Wiekedmu, which he ought 
bef to eodeavouT lo expote, and to drive oat 
Ike World with Ahborrence. 
t B, A&E you pldced onty at tie Head of a 
teateFamilgl Rule it/orCoo. Adminls- 
' the CoDcema of that lUtk Kingdom with 
! tame VietDi, and on the lame Priaciplti, 
lich I bave been inculcating on the Puiveifal 
d tie Great ; if by an unexpected Accident 
f of them should suffer their Eye lo glance 
•aa the Passage above. Your Chitdren and 
rtxuiJi ara your natural Suhjecti. Let good 
•der be established among them, and keep 
tm under a regular Diicipiine. Let them be 
\trueled in the PrindpUt of Religion, that 
gy may know how reatonable Buch a Disci- 
ine is; and let ihem be accustomed lo act 
zordingly. You cannot indeed change their 
partt, but you may very much iufluence Ihtir 
Mi/uir( ; and by that Means may preteive tAcm 
Ml tmau/ Saaret, may do a great Dad to malie 
tm good Members of Society, and may tet 
an a» it -Herein the Way o/Gob'$ Steps,^ it 
ntdventuTC Railing bj/ He may b/as them witli 
e Riches of his Grace. And bA not to (to 
Mr utmost to convince them of their Need of 
me Sleuiagt; labour to promote their Es- 
tm of tkem, and their earneMt Deiire aflfr 

' PasloiUxxv.W, 
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Counsels heard with Attention ? is 5 
panj/ sought ? Does God give you gc 
tance in the Ej/es of Men, so that th( 
only put the fairest Construction on yt 
but overlook Faults of which you are 
to yourself, and consider your Actions 
Jbrmances in tl)e most indulgent wnd^ 
Light? You ought to regard this, r 
> * ''■! a Favour of Providence, and as tfn J 

[t''i ment to you cheerfully to pursue you 

the several Branches of it, for the llir 
but also, as giving you much greatt. 
nities of Usefulness, than in your p 
!', tion you could otherwise have had 

Character has any Weight in the W 
( it into the right Scale. Endeavour 1 

tue and Goodness in Countenance, 
ately give your Hand to modest H'i 
it seems to be depressed or overlook 
-«.-•-:-« «»Kan vipwfHl in its propcr 
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fn* and HaugAtinea of thote, who perhaps are 
vmtrkabUJbr Utile else; or who, if Meir A bili- 
ici were indeed eoniiderab^, mustbe dtspited, 
Dd nhose Tolents must be in a g;reat Measure 
Brtfo tie Public, 111 I that Rathnea andHauf;A- 
neu i^Spiril be lubdued. Nor lulTer yourself 

be vUerrvpttd in this generous and worthy 
2ouise, by tlie little Altaekt of Ent^ and Ca- 
^mm), nhichyou may meet with in it. Be still 
Uttntive to the general Good, and iteadilu re- 
Klate in your EfTorta to promote it; and leave 
it to Providenee, to gtiard or to reiri/c your Cha- 
raeter from the bate Atioulti of Malice and 
Faitehoad; nhich will often without your La- 
bour, coaj'ate Ihemielvei, and heap upon the 
liuthora greater Shame, or (if they are inac- 
tcsaible W that,) g'-eater Infamy, than your 
Uomanity will allow you to wish them. 

^ 10. Unce more, Has Gob blest you with 
AicAei? Has he plticed you in ivrh Clrcum~ 
tfoncet, that you have more than yati absolutely 
weed for ibe Subsistence of yourself and your 
Family! RememberyourepproachingAccount, 
ELeniember wAct an Incumbranee these Things 
iften prove to Men in the Way of their Salva- 
Him, and how often, according to our I^inft 
apreas Declaration, ihey render it at dlffieult 
Ut enter into the Kingdom of God, at it it for 

1 Camel to go through the Eye pJ' a Needle.' 
Let it therefore be jour immediale, your earner!, 
Ind your daily Prayer, that Rirhei may not 
be a Snare and a Shame to you, as they are lo 
IjiybrlAEgrfoferPori of their Possessors. Ap- 
tropriete, I beseech yon, tome t-erlain Part atid 
Png>orlion of your Estate atii W.wetvat*, Vn 

' MM. xii. W. .,i 
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HMfl^ uj/vi» M/«it«» *v ^^ .^^ , 

Sense your own ; but as already actui 
atooy to those Uses, though not yet 
particular Objects. It is not for o 
what that Proportion ought to be, 
- who have large Revenues, and no 
perhaps a Third or one Half m^y be 
To those whose Incomes are small, 
t i«n Charge considerahlcy though thej fa 

^ I ^ tldng more than is absolutely necessary 

\ j ^fj sible a Tenth may be /oo much. But 

: '-.j God would ^i^^our Mi/i(i; ma 

* \ " /or owe Year, on such Terms, as in 

' ^\ \ science you think will be most pleasii 

' jlj and \ei your^Observatiovu on that, 

■ f to fix your Proportion for the next ; 

* • -^.; roembering, that He requires Justici 

,:' Place, and AbnS'deeds only so far a 

\\ f. gist with that* 

V; § ^ 1* ^^^ that your Heart may 

ooened. and that your Charity may 
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IhatAbimdiaieeybich God halh given tou. 
nrken also to any exlraordiitaty CaU* of 
ify which may happen, pnpecially t/iottof 
lie Naturt ; and help ihem forward wiUi 
Eianmle, and your iTtteral, which per- 
may he of jtiiKh greattr Importance than 
an which uou eonlribute, considered in it- 
UaTe a Tangae to pkadjbr the Nereui- 

aswel) as atiand to rtlieve them; and 
tTour to dueountenaare tAiuepoonAmnefiii 
ttt, which Cmctovmeu oflen dictates to 
, whole Art may indeed tel lomt Varniih 
hat they Nicest, but to ilight a one, that 
larie Ground will appear Ihrough it. See 
•man/ poor Children are wandering naked 
guorant about the Streets, and in the Wny 

Kiik] of Ktre and Mitery ; and connider 
can be done, towards clothitigsaia^ of them 
tt, and iiulructing Ihem in the Principles 
>l%ion. Would eeery thriving Family in 
wn, which is able to afford Help on such 
sioni, eatt a pitying Eye on one poor Fa- 

in its Neighbouihood, and take it under 

Patronage, to assist iafeeding, and cloth- 
vid leaciing the ChiUren, in lupporting 

Affiiction, in defending it from Wronp, 
n adeUing thote that have Ike Managenient 

as Circumstances might require,AiNi>gr»it 
fferenre would won be produced in the Ap- 
ince of Things amongst us 1 — Ubserve who 
itk, that if there be no Infirmary at hand 
bich you can introduce them, (where ^our 
tribution will yield the largett Inrreaie,) 
may do §oinetkitig lowart* reUccvne Wt-m 
WW, and lupplying them vn\\ Ad«wt *mS 
ciaei, as wetl as with proper TJiet wA ^ 
•fe. — Consider alna the SiiwVWni\"S*f' 



I 



Jor tht mmistrjfy lo a pruper v^u 
matical or Academical Studies, 
not tome Proportion of what G" 

% ii y^^ '^ those, who resigning all X 

to minister to you the Gospel q 
surely an equitable Claim to b( 
you in a Capacity of rendering ; 
viceSj however laboriousy to w 
Sokes fSLtid that of our common L 
devoted their Lives, And wh 
abundantly satisfied with the 
God's House^ even of his holy 

\ ■ Sm Compassion on those who dwel 

Land; and rejoice to do some 
tending amone the distant N 
Heat^n World, that glorious 
hath so long continued unknown 
though the Knowledge of it, with 
gard, Ife Life everlasting, — ^Th- 
important Charities, which I w< 
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^ 12. And. tliftt amidst so many pressin/^ 
Donandijbr Charity, you may be belter J'ut- 
VMhed tottniwtr fAem, seriously reflect on t^our 
Man»er of Lioiiig. I say oot, that GOD re- 
puretjoM should become one of the maiii/ Pour 
idieved out of your Income. The Support n/' 
8odely, as at preseot esiabliahed, will nut only 
fermit, but require, that loint Fertoni sliuuld 
aUow Ihemielvei in the Eieganciet and Ddi/^lili 
Bfjji^; by furoisbing which, Malliliides of' 
poor Familiet are much more creditably and 
comfortably lubtialed, with greater Advanluge 
It theiwielriet and Saltty to the public, than they 
could be, if the frice of their Labours, or of 
theConiiHoditiei in which they deal, were 10 be 
given them a» an Alrm : Nor can I imagine it 
grateful to GOD, that hit Giftt should be re- 
futed, as if they were meant for Siiures mid 
Canei, ralher than JBene^ii. This were iu_/'uj- 
Imte the benevolenl Purposes of the gracious 
FalherqfMaTikiTuI, and ifrarritd to ilx Rigour, 
would be %ionoi Coaspirocii against theicltole 
^item of Nature. Let the'Bounliei ofPn-ci- 
lUnce be used ; but let us carefully lEC to iV, that 
it be in a moderate and prudent Marnier, lest, 
by our own KoUy, that tehicli should have been 
for oar Welfare, become a Trap." I*t Coii- 
Kience say, my dear Header, with rejc^rd tu 
yourself, what Ptaportion of the good Things 
you possess ^uur htaveniy Father intends for 
yourself, and what for your Brethren ; and live 
Dot, aa if you had no Brethren, as if pleasing 
ymrtelf in all the Magnificence and Luxury 
you can devise, were the End foi wUicli ^uu, 
were sent into the World. 1 ^«n, IW* ^-i '.\« 

" Pstaiiilux.^1.. 



your Inciimt, *.. 

vagant in you,yfhich may noi vi..^ . 
abk, but commendable in another of su| 
EsUite. Nor can you be sure that you t 
exceed, merely because you do not plunge 
self in Dtbl, nor render yourself incapa 
Q laying vp any Thing for your Family. ] 

,^;j be dttabled from doing any Thing for the . 

^ I or any Thing proportionable to your Ra 

. 'l LifSf by that genteel and elegant Way of 

.; which you affect, GOD must di$approve ol 

a Conduct, and you ought, as you will ai 
•' '_ it to him, to retrench it. And though th 

vine Indulgence will undoubtedly be exe 
to those in whom there is a sincere Princ 
Faith in Christ, and undissembled L 
'\ God and Man, though it act not to that . 

(if Beneficence and Usefulness which mig 
, been attained; yet be assured of this, ' 

who rendereth to every one according 
''^^nrks, will liave a strict Regard to 

'" the 'Distribution 



■■■ 
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ed that Frugality, which is the Source of such 
Generosity, far from being at all injurious to 
nr Reputation^ will rather, amongst Wise 
td Good Men, greatly promote it. But you 
vrefar nobler Motives before you, than those 
hicn arise from their Regards, I speak to 
Ml, as to a Child ofGOD, and a Member of 
'Arist; adjoined therefore by the most inti- 
late Union to all the Poorest of those that be- 
ne in him, I speak to you, as an Heir of 
Uernal Glory, who ought therefore to have 
mtiments great and SfibUme, in some Propor- 
on to that expected Inheritance, 
^ 14. CASTabout therefore in your Thoughts, 
hat Good is to be done, and what You can do, 
ther in your own Person, or by your Interest 
ith others ; and go about it with Resolution, 
I in the Name and Presence of the Lord, And 
I the Lord giveth Wisdom, and out of his 
iouth come Knowledge and Understanding,^^ 
to the Footstool ot his Throne, and tliere 
v/c that Guidance and that Grace, which may 
lit your present Circumstances, and may be 
Tectual to produce the Fruits (^'Holiness and 
Isefulness, to His more abundant Glory, and 
> the Honour of your Christian Profession, 

The Established Christian breathing after 
more extensive Usefulness, 

OH Bountiful Father, and Sovereign Au- 
thor of all Good, whether Natural or 
Spiritual / 1 bless Thee for the various Talents, 
with which Thou hast enricA erf sb undeservivg 
a Creature, as 1 Vnu8l«LckT\ovi\RA.^<fc\w^^^^\^ 
Iw. My Soul is in the deepest Cijnjusvo^^^ 

** Ptov, \v.^% 



' upon me, with my i^apuvu*^ x,, ^^ , 

* 2 imcy with my Fostessions, with my 
**H '<n7er othenf Alas! through my ov 

*gence and Folly , I look back on a 6c 

* demessy where I might have seen 
' Field, and a ipringing Harvest/ J^ 
'indeed denerve to be itripped of i 

* brought to an immediate Account foi 

* condemned as in many Respects un 

* Thee, and to the World, and to my 
' and, in consequence of that Con( 
^ to be cast into the Prison of Eter 
^ness! But ll)ou, Lord, \\9Aifreei 
' the dreadful Btbt of Ten Thousai 
'Adored be T'hy Name for itl J 

* Lord, accept that renewed Surrenc 

* would now make of myself, and ^ 
' unto Thy Service 1 I acknowledge, 
^Thine own that I give Thee J* 

* beseech Thee, a faithful Steward i 
' 1 ♦Ki»iir of 910 sepa 
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e, may I hold the Balance with an equal 
1, 2iXid judge impartially between myself 
them ! The Proportion Thou alloioest, 
I thankfully take for myself y and those 
are immediately mine/ The rest, may I 
ihute with Wisdom, and Fidelity, and 
afulness! Guide mine Handy Oh ever 
iful Father y while Thou dost me the Ho- 
' to make me Thine Instrument in deiil- 
)ut a few of Thy Bounties ; that I may 
w them where they are most needed, and 
re they will answer the best End! And, 
be'^rhy gracious Will, do Thou multiply 
leed sown ; ** prosper me in my worldly 
irs, that I may have more to impart to 
\ that need it; and thus lead ine on to the 
ion 0^ everlasting Plenty, and everlasting 
evolence ! There may I meet with many, 
hom I have been an affectionate Benefac- 
DO Earth; and, if it be Thy Blessed Will, 
t many, whom I have also been the means 
onducting into the Path to that blissful 
del There may they entertain me in their 
)itations of Glory! And in Time and 
mity, do Thou, Lord, accept the Praise of 
through Jesus Christ; at whose Feet I 
Id bow; and at whose Feet, after the most 
ul Course, J loould at last die, with as 
:h Humility, as if I were then exerting 
first Act of Faith upon Him, and had 
Br had any Opportunity, by one Tribute of 
sdience and Gratitude in the Services of 
J, to approve its Sincerity ! * 

tiCor.\x,V^. 












§ 1 . Deat/i and Judgment are near ; 6t(t 
tian hat Reastm to welcome both : 

2. Yet Nature recoils from the Solemnii 

3. An Attempt to reconcile the Mind, [ 
Prtitpect of Death, 

4. From the Contideration, (\.)Ofthet 
that surround us in this Mortal Life, 

5. (2.) Of the Remainder of Sin tohi 
within us. 

6. 7. And, (3.) Of the Happiness which 
ately to succeed Death. 

B. All vjhich might make the Christian 
die, in the most agreeable Circumstan 
wan Life, 

9t [11-] The Chiistian hat Reason to r< 
Prospect of Judgment : 

10. Since, httW9ver awful it be, Chrisi 
come, to vindicate His Honour, to t 
Glory, and to triumph over His Enen 

\\, As also to complete the Happiness oj 
lieier. 



» »- rti t. 
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Rekdiness and Pleasure, Amen, even lo come. 
Lord Jem." Come, as thou hast said, lure/y 
ind quickly! And remember, Oh Christian, 
whoever you are that are now reading lliese 
Words, yonr Divine Lord speaks in the same 
Langiiege to you ■' Behold, I come quickly. Yes, 
veryguiekiyvMHecornelH/ IfeoiA, to lumfAe 
Kq/, to open the Door o( the Grave for thine 
Aihnitlance thither, and to lead thee through it 
into the now vnknmtin Region* of the invitible 
World. Nor is it Ion; berore the Judge, wlio 
tlandetk at the Door? will appear also to the 
laiverialjiidgmfnt : And though perh!ips,not 
ooly Scorei, but Hundreds i^ Years may lie be- 
tween that Pmw/and lhepres«ii Moment.yet 
it is but a vety small Point of Time to Him, 
nho views at once all the unmeasurable Ages 
Df a past and future Eternity. .A Thovaand 
Yean are loith Him but as One Day. and One 
Day at a Thousand Years.' In both these 
Senses then doesHe come quickly: And I trust, 
you can answer with a glad Amen, that the 
Warning is not terrible, or unpleasant to your 
Ears; but rather, that Uis Coming, His rertain. 
His tpeedy Coming, is the Object of your de- 
Ughtfiil Hope,&i\iia{your longing Expectation. 
§ 2. I AH sure, it is reasonable it should be 
la : And yet perhaps Nature, fond of Life, and 
unwilling to pert with a long knovm Abode, lo 
enter on □ State to wliich it is entirely a Strati' 
ger, may recoil from the Thoughts of Di/ing; 
or, struck with the awful Pomp of en expiring 
and distohing World, may look on the Judg- 
"ew* J?ov with some MixWiKo(T«TTW, ^^ 

' Kev, jtiii. 20. » Stao.-t-'i- 



agreeable to you, as it is morefamiU^ 
ed. Nay, I hope, that instead of sta 
from it, you will rather spring forwai 
it with Joy and Delight. 

§ 3. Think, Oh ChrUtian, when C 
to call you away by Death, He cort 
you at Liberty from your preseni So 
deliver you from yimr Struggles wi 
ing Corrupliofiy — and to receive yc 
wUh himself in complete Holiness 
You shall be absent from the Bodj/y > 
sent with the Lord.* 

§ 4. He will indeed call you awt 

World. But Oh what is t&s Wor^ 
should lie fond of ity and cling to 
much Eagerness? How low are all tl 
ments that are peculiar to it; and / 

Vexations, its Snares, and its Sorro 
your Pilgrimage thus far; and thou 
acknowledge, that Goodness and . 
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vet, that hove Mwaiiowtd up many of your 
«st BTid most amiable f ricNiJi, perhaps in 
'ery Bivom tf Life, aoiia (tie greaeat Inli- 
■/ of your Converse with them; and reflect, 
if jrou bold it out a few Years more, Vmth 

reneto ill Conguetti at your Expence, and 
•ur the moil precUna of those that yet sur- 
View l/it Living, as well as the Dead: 
old the Stale of HutaoH Nature, under the 
ly gricvinil Maria of its Apottacy from 
D ,' and say, whether a uiie aud good Man 
ildicutlocoatinueoAcaytAere. MelhinlEi 
e Jmyneyiemre from being reached by any 
'le Arrobii that fly around me, / could not 
niam-a,V3 see the IFoiin^ii that are fciven by 
n, and to hear the Groant of those that are 
JDually l^lliog under them. 2'ie Diieatei 

Calomitiei of Mankind are $o many, and 
ich 19 most grievous of all) Ihe Diiteaipert 
heir Minds are so varioiu and m Ihreulen- 

that the World appear* almost like or H(U> 
/: And El Man, viboae Hearl it lender, ii 
<y to feel hit Spiritt broken, as he walks 
ugh it, aud surveys Ihe tod Scene; espeei- 

when he sees, haw lillle he can do for the 
ooery of those whom bepities. Areyoaa 
ittian, and does il not pierce your Heart to 
how Human Nature is amk in Vice, am) 
home? to see with what amazing Insolence 
s are so Tile as to be open in their Sim, and 
' IhefiameofChrittiadiihojiouredhymafiy 
that call themselves Hit People ? to see (Ae 
nafal lieedt and Jilthy Praelicei of them 

itw ungodly, and (o behold, at the same 
e, the Infirmitia al \easl, ati4 Irre^ut'i- 
ifihose, concerning w\\OTn^e'KaNc\ieUfi 
■*.' And do jott nol wUhW two's* Si*" 



itselif? Something, which, were it t( 
would grieve and dUtress you even < 
ety of the Blessed? Do you not feel 
der of indwelling Sin ? Are you not 
every Day with some Residue qfCoi 
at least mourning on Account of th 
of your Graces f Do you not oftei 
Spirits dull and languid^ when yoO 
sire to raise them to the greatest Fe 
Service of God? Do you not find j 
too often insensible of the richest ) 
his Love, and your Hands feeble in 
when to will is present with you ? 
your Life, in its best Days and Hi 
a low unprofitable Thing, when cor 
what you are sensible it ought to i 
what you wish that it weref Are 
quently, as it were, stretching th 
the Mind, and saying. Oh that J 
lite*t a Dove, that I might fly awn 
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Uu and Joy, of active, txalted, 
itervira ? 

•islian, how often hare yon cast 
lowerds thoie ftappy Shora, aod 
the Sea, the txnaterous, unpleft- 
9 Sea, that separates you from 
your Lord has condescended to 
urt Tiiit in his Ordinancea od 
Te ytnx blttt the lime, and tie 
inounced it amidst many olber 
if Situation, to be the orry Gale 
\nd it is EO detightful to MM 
will it not be much more so to 
[s it so deli^lFiil to rtcehe the 
for an Hour, and will it not be 
so lo dwell with Him for evrrT 
:)u well say, * when I cboell vifK 
well in HoltTteu, for Tbou lliT- 
'H .- I shall dwell in Love, fat 
art Lnte; I shall dwell in Jcy, 
the Fountain nf Joy, as T/iom 
Her, and the Fat/ier in Tliee.' " 
His Approach therefore, to lake 
rd, and toJitl/!l lo you that Say- 
which your Soul has so often 
renly Peace and Pleasure; Fa- 
it they whom Thou hait gieert 
mhere I am, that they may be- 
whith Thou halt given me." 
T jou may say in this View, 
iriit comri, the better.' What 
due of your Days be rui off in 
hat though yuu leave miny ex- 
I in Life untattfd, vod wxin, 

i 17, " JtAoi.xTiv.'V.. 



migni oinerwusti imvc «//%-.•* «w 

him in the imperfect EnjoymenU ar 

of Earth, , 

§ 9. But your Prospects reaxh n 
yond Death, but beyond j/^e sepa 
'For with regard to His firuil Am 
Judgment our Lord says, Surely 1 1 
/yVin the Sense illustrated before: 
will appear to us, if we compare th 
of Time with the blissful Eternity 
aucceedit ; and probably, if we com 
those Ages which have already p^Si 
Sun began to measure out to Ear 
. J and its Years. And will you n( 

f-j sing your Fart in the joyful AnU 

• 1 even so come. Lord Jesus ! 

4 .i & 10. It is true, Christian, it 

■A J)mf ; a Day, in which Mature she 

' 'i into oCon/iwio/i as yet unknown. 

y\ quake, no Eruption of burning M 

'I 7i«c«/«/;nM of r^'iiips by devouring 
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which thrre wet not one dead." Your Fleih 
may be ready fa ticmb/e al iheView; yet your 
Spirit must surely rejuire in CoD i/nur Sa- 
viour." You may justly say, 'Lei this illus- 
' trious Day come, even with all ils Horrors ! ' 
Yea, like Ihe Chrictiafis described by theApai- 
t/e," you may be lookivgj'or, and heilijig te 
that Day of lerrible Brightness and uuiversal 
Doom. Tor j/mir Lord will tber rome, to vin- 
djcate t/ie Justice of those Proeeedings, wbich 
have been in many Instances >o much obitured, 
and because tbey have been obscaivd bave been 
also blatp/iaaed. He will come, to display Wii 
MagnificetKr, descending from Heaven with ti 
Shout, with the Voice of the Archangel, una 
with the Tnimp ofGOD;" taking his Seat up 
on o Throne tnfinilely exceeding fhat a/' Earth- 
^, or even of Celestial Privces, clothed with 
Hit Father's Glorji, mid Hit own;" saTrouad- 
ed vith a pumberless Host otiliining Attend- 
antt, and coming to be glorified in His Saints, 
and admired in all (hem that believi.* Hit 
Enemiet shall also be produced lo grace Hi: 
XHiatipA: Jhe Serpent sha\l he seen Siete roll- 



ing in the Dust, and trodden under Foot bj 
iUm and by all His Servants: Those, who onci 
etmdemntd Him, shall tremble at hia Presence, 



and those, nho bowed the Knee before Him u 
profane Mockeiy, shall in wild Despair call tc 
the Mountains lo fail upon them, and to tht 
Rocks to hide them from the Face 0/ that Ltml 
of God," whom Ihey ones led away to Ibt 
most inhuman Slaughter. 

» Exod. xiL 30. « V.^»\.a\. V\ . 

"■ 2 I'et. Hi. 12. " \ TVesa.\N .\f> 

" Lute ix, 26. « 1 t\lB6*.S•.^: 
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§ II. Oh C/iriitiaa, doea not foar lo;*l 
Heart boimd at the Thoaglitl And are 70U not 
readif, tveo while you read these Lines, to j«- 
gin the vktarioui Siirut in which you are ilien 
iQJQin! Ha jually expects, ihal your 'AoNgiit 
should be grealiy elecuted and impralcd nilh 
tbe Views of Hit Triwnph; but at the eaine 
Time He permits you, lo remember your uum 
personal Share ia the Jiy and Gfory of thai 
bkssed Day: And even now He has the Viae 
before Him of what flii Pomiw and Lotx shall 
(A«n ucfump/iiA for your Salralion. And what 
shall it nut BctvWiiA? He shall rotu£, loirnft 
(*£ Buri o/'lA« Grave, and to reonimni* mjht 
tleeping Ciat/. Yaat Bodiet must indeed be 
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td by Ttpn>ad>fiil tiamei, and charged wiih 
Crimei, or with fUm wtiich your very Soul 
kbbora : But He will then bring Jiirtk your 
Righteoutmu at the Ligkt,^ and your Saka- 
tian a* a Ijmp that bumeth." Tlioueh you 
have bem dimommred by Mta, you anall be 
mhnoieledgtd by G od ; and thouoji treated a$ 
the Filth aftht World, and the Offtcouring of 
tU Thingt," He will shew, that He n?gard9 you 
« Hit Trouvre, in the Uau that He makes up 
HiiJeaelt." Wheu He sball put away all the 
Wicked of the Earth like Drou," you ahall be 
pronouneed Rightftmi in thai full Ajsenibly; 
uid though indeed you have broken the Divine 
Laa, and might in strict Justice have been con- 
demned, jet being ciotAi'd with the Righleous- 
MM of the great Redeemer, eien that Righte- 
outneu wAicA it of God by Vailh," Juttice it- 
itlf shall acquit you, and join with Mercy in 
ietlowitl^ upanyou a Crovm oJ'Life?^ Christ 
will conjeu you before Men and Angels," will 
pronounce yon good and faithful Set'xantt, and 
call you to en/iT into the Joy of your Lord : " 
He will speak of you with Endearment oi Ait 
Brethren, and wiU ackrunulrdge the Kiiidneisct 
which have been lAnon to you, as if He had 
Tteeked them in hit own Perion.'^ Yea, then 
dlall you. Oh Chritlian, who may perhaps have 
ut in some of the huiett Plaeaia our Assem- 
blies, though it may be none of the Rich and 
Great if the Earth would condetcend to look 

" pMlm zuTii. 6. X IsH. Iiii. 1. 

1 1 Car. i». 13, " Mai, ui. U. 

- Psalm oiil, 119. * PUVm-^. 

" a Tim. IT. fl. » l.iA.* -!».%■ 

" Mat. xxT. 21. » ^\W.. »-*.■"• '*''^- 
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and of Triumph. But wtien c/ie ^im^w 
and ascend$ to His Father's Court, ai 
Blessed shall ascend with Him, and you a 
the rest : You shtdl ascend together with 
Saviour, to His Father and your Father, i 
God andyour GOD,^ You shall go, to 
your Appearance in the New Jerusalem, in 
new shining Forms that you have reo 
which will no doubt be attended with a 
spondent Improvement of Mind ; and ta 
your perpetual Abode in that Fidneu q 
'•j with which you shall be filled and satis' 
the Presence of GOD,^ upon the Consi 
tion of that Happiness, which the Saints 
:■; intermediate State lutve been wishing an 

' . i^fof. You shall go, from the Rui 

, < dissolving World, to the new Heavens a 
>■] Earth, wherein Righteousness forever ( 

' ; There all the Number of GOD's Elect 
}i accomplished, and the Happiness of ea 
j be completed. The whole Society shall 
sented before GOD, as the Brule, tht 
WifeJ* whom the Eye of its Celestia 
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leem it to GOD by Hu Bbxtd." So ihall 
■ ever be with each other, and wilh ilir. 
trd;*^ and immortal Agea sball roll asiay, 
d find you itiU uncAnngeii ; your Happinni 
ways the tame, and yotir Reluh for it the 
mti ! or rather ner grmctng, as your Souls 
9 approaching neuTrr end j^mrfT lo Him, who 
the Sonne o/Hitppineu, and the Centre of 
tfinite ^erfeclUm. 

§ 13. And now, look round about upon 
■nb, and lingle out, if you can, the Enjoy- 
entt or the Hopes, for ihe Sake of which you 
ould say, Lord, delay thy Coming; or tor 
a Sake of which you any more should hesi' 
le to express your Longing for it, and lo 
y. Even to come. Lord Jenii, come quickly.' 

Se Meditation and Pbayeh o/'a Cbris- 
tian, whole Heart ii wariaed loith these 
Protpecti, 

OH BLESSED LORD ! My Soul is en- 
kindled in these Views; and while I 
miu, the Fire bariit.*' Thou hast tatlfied, 
rhou earnest gttiekly: And I repeat my joy- 
ful Assent, Jmoi, rem »ociime, LordJetus.'" 
Come, for I long to liave done v\i\i Ihit low life, 
H) have done with its Bartheni, its Sorrowt, 
ind its Snares! Come, for 1 long to ascend 
nto Thy Preunce, and lo set the Court Thou 
art holding above! 
'Blessed Jesus, Death it transformed, vih^n 
I »iew it in f Ait Light. The Xing of Terrort 
is seen no more as tuch, so near the King of 
Glory and ofOraee. 1 hear with Pleasure the 

» Rev. V.9. *' IThesa-ir. 17. 

" Psalm mix. 3. " B.ev,xT.\\,a»i. 



that Jesus, whiuit havint 
•Dd in whom, tiamgh mne 
belitoine, I rrjoire ailh J 
'full ufGlory."* 'i'Aou, 1 
■the Path ofUfe: ThJm 
me to Thy blUiful Abodt, 
nei$i>fJou, and Bmcti t 
Hire." Fhou slialC aaig 
with Thy Jailhjul Senm 
&>iril$ are now lining vii 
Bodiet sliep in the Dm 
have been my Cu'i^nii 
VVorIc, and in the Patiea 
Thif Kingdom ; ** rnl/ di 
ay Brethren. Oh them 
how glorioui and how ha 
them I Shew me, to what 
Life Thou hast conduct 
call the Dead.' In what 
tenui-e Soiiica Thou \ 
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* known SpUndmir and Ftlicit^, shall 1 be 
'drawing neui Argumentt to look and long for 
■fllie Day of Thy final Appearance. There 

Ithali I long more ardently than I non do, to 
Ke jTAy ContiBcf vindicated, and 3'Ay !i>'i- 
f unpA diiplayed; to see l^e Puif o/"i% Scr- 

(vaati reanimated, and Death, the Hut ofllieir 
Emtmie* and of I'hint, twalUnced up in Vic- 
'-tory/' I shall lung Cor fAa< luperior Honour 
' that Thou intendest me, and f Ant comiilele 
' Biia to which rte iwUe Body of Thy People 
'iball be conducted, dtme. Lord Jetat, come 
*nickly, will mingle itself with t/ie Songs of' 
^famdiit, and sound from the Tongues of i'<' 
' Uu Mifliom of Thy Saints whom Thy Grace 
' hu transplanted thither, 
( * In the mean Time, Oh my Divine Master, 
'accept tie Homage which a gialeful Heart 
'•oie pay! Thee, in a Sense of the glorious 
^liope$ with wliich Thou hast inspired it! It 
Fu Thou, that hast put Ihit Joy into it, and 
'haat raited my Sotd to this glarioui Ambition; 
'>rherees I might olkeneiie hare now been 
'grovelling in the ioweit Trifiet of Time and 
'Sentt, and been looking with Horror on that 
' Hour, which ii now the Object of my most 
' trdent Wit/ia. 

'Oh be aith me almat even to the End of 
^this mortal Life I and give me, while wailing 
\/br Thy Salvation, to be doing Thy Command- 
'tnentt! May my laini be girded about, and 
i/m^ Lamp burning;*' and mine Eart be still 
^waichfiU for the bletied Signal of 2'kine Arri- 
^tKll; liiatmyf^ing&uJmBy with Pleasure 
'^^ring to meet Thee, and be ttrCT|,lh«iiti Vj 

" 1 Cor. tr. 26, 54. »• TjjYeiii.'i^- 
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The Christian honouring Uod d} 
Dying Behaviour. 

§ 1. Reflections on the Sincerity with which 
ceding Advices have been given, 

2, 3. The Author is desirous^ that (if Pn 
permit) he ma^ assist the Ch}-iaian to die 
ably and comfortably, 

4. With this View it is advised, (1.) To 
Mind of alt Earthly Cares, 

5. (2.) To renew the Humiliation of the Sot 
God, and its Application to the Blood of 

6. (3,) To exercise Patience under Bodii 
and Sorrows, 

7.(4.) At leaving the World, to bear an ho 
Testimony to Religion, 

8. (5.) To give a solemn Charge iosurviving 

9. Especially recommending Faith in Chri 

10. 11. (6.) To keep the Promise* ofGoi 
12. And, (7.) To commit the departing Spir 

in the genuine Exercises of Gratitude am 
aiice. Faith and Charity: 



called to honour Ood. 3BT 

^ OD that FoundatUm, on which I hare 
led yao to adventure youri. What I have 
iniended as l/ie grand Butinest of your 
I desire to make the iJuiineu of my own : 
the rnost considerable Enjiyrneati, which 
lecf or dttire in the remitiDini; Days of mjr 
image an Earth, are tuch as 1 have direeled 
'o seek, and endenvaured to assist you in 
ling. Such Love lo GOD, such constant 
Jity in his Seruire, such pletaurabU Viewi 
hat lies beyond the Grare, appear to me 
D is my Witness,) a Felicity incooipai*- 
•eyand any Thing elie whidi can oner it- 
oourAffeclioD and Pursuit: AndEwouU 
ir Ten Thousand Worlds mien my Share 
em, or cansenl even to the Susptaiion of 
ietighli vvbich tliey afibrd, during the Ite- 
der of my Abode here. 
. I WOULD humbly hope, through tlie Di- 
Blessin^, that the Uoutt you have spent 



equence of What you have read, you have 
r been brought tnlo the Way of Life and 
e, or been induced to quicken your Pace 
Most heartily should I rejoice in being 
er laeful lo you, and that even lo the loit. 
there is one Scene remaining ; a Scene, 
gA ujAicA you must infallibly pan; nhich 
omething in it to awful, that I cannot but 
•pt doing a Utile lo attiti you in it ; 1 
, the Dark VaUey of the Shadow of Death. 
Id eematly viiih, that for the Ciedit of your 
!9sion, the Comfort of your own Soul, and 
'oy and Edi5caiion ni ^oot v\i<v*\wt 
is, you might die, tio^'stA-s *uJe^.g^■«■s 
■ai/j/ too 1 And liwirfoMs \ ■ww^if'^ 






nuiy as it were whirl you to Heave 
are aware; and jou may find you 
denfy thercy that it may seem a 
rather than a Death. Or it is ] 
Torce of a Distemper may affect ■ 
siandimg in such a Manner, that 
guite insensible of the Circumstan 
you are; and so your Dissolui 
others may see it visibly and c 
proaching,) may be as great a Sia 
as if you had died in full Health, 
§ 3. But as it is on the whole j 
may hare a more sensible Passage 
into Eternity ; and as much may, ii 
spects, depend on your dying Beh> 
me leave to propose some plain Di 
Relation to it, to bepractisedy ifC 
Opportunity, and remind you < 
may not be improper to look < 
Chanter acrain. when you find thi 



you should get rid of Earthly Cares. Z 



Temporal Concerns, by teilling them in Time, 
in as Keasonable and Christian a Manner ns 
you can, I could wish, there may be nothing 
of that kind to hurry your Mind when you are 
least able to bear it, or to diitreas or dividt 
tiioae who come after you- Do that, which in 
the Presence of God yim judge most tguilable, 
and which ymt verily believe will be tnostpleas- 
ing to Hint. Do it in at prudent and effeclnai 
a Manner, a> you can : And then, camtder thi 
World as a Place you have guile done with. 
and its Affair! as nothing further toyou,moK 
than to one actually dem; unless as you ma) 
do any Good to its Inhahilimts, while yet yet: 
continue among ihem ; and may, by any Cir. 
cumstance in your latt Actions or Words ir 
Life, leave a Biasing behind yoa to those wlic 
have been Jour Friends &ad Fellow-Travetleri 
while you have been dispatching that Journey 
through it, wliich you are now tinishing. 

5 5. That yon may be the more at Leiiure 
and tie better prepared for this, enter into somi 
teriota Review ofyour oim State; and endea- 
vour to put your Haul into an fl a Posture a; 
poasible, Jbr your solemn Appearance befon 
God : For a solemn 2'hing indeed it is, to gt 
iiilo kit immediate Presence ; to stand befon 
Him, not v$ a Sapplicant at ihe Throne of hi: 
Grsce,6uf alhiaBar ma tepariite Spirit, whosi 
Time ^Probation is over, and whose Etema 
State is lobe immediately determined. Renef 
' youT Humiliation before GOD for the Imper 
feclions of your Life, though ithasin theMaii 
been devoted lo his Setvice, Rentw -iQw^ fciq 
plication to the Merciei of GOD a^ tjiowoa 
in the Covenant of Grace, ani W> >!cve ^100 



Uootine$s on me uuiery w«r«M^ .^ 
tttude of jour Sool to bear as well 
whatever his afflicting Hand may 
ir/Mni you, and to receive /A^ last 
as one who would roaiDtain the 
Syhjectian to the great and goot 
Spirits. 

§ 6. Whatever yvm fii^^, ( 
ibew yourself an Example of Pt 
that amiable Grace have its perfect 
since it has so little more to do, U 
Scene nobly. Let there not be 
Word; and that there may not, i 
Vnl every repinine Thought: And v 

' ofiy Thing of that Kind arising, . 

upon a dying Saviour j2ji6 ask yo 

* Was not Sis Cross much more 
*the Bed on which I lie? Was i 

* tion among Blood-Thirsty Ene 

* more terrible, than nunc amid; 
' --"—'••»'' ^■'owo nf «A mnnv affectii 
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Bear Testimony to Religion. 391 

you have an Opportunity yet once more oj 

honouring GOD by youx Patience, which is now 

actiDg its last Part, and will in a Jew DaySj 

perhaps in a fow Hours, be superseded by 

complete everlasting Blessedness, And 1 am 

willing to hope, that in these Views you will 

not only suppress all passionate Complaints, but 

that your Mouth will he filled with the Fraisei 

of God ; and that you vfiW he speaking to those 

that are about you, not only of' His Justice, bui 

of His Goodness too. So that you will be en- 

Med to communicate your inward Joys in sue) 

a Manner, as may be a lively and edifying 

Comment upon those Words of the Apostle 

Tribulation workelh Patience; and Patience 

Experience; and Experience, Hope; even i 

Hope which maketh not ashamed, while ///< 

JLitve of G OD is shed abroad in our Hearts, bi 

the Holy Ghost which is given unto us,^ 

§7. AND/i(n£;,mydearFriend, noM; is Me Time 
when it is especially expected from you, tha 

?ou bear an honourable Testimony to Religion 
'ell those that are about you, as well as yoi 
can, (for you will never be able fully to expres 
it,) what Comfort and Support you have founc 
in it. Tell them, how it has brightened th 
darkest Circumstances of your Life: Tell them 
how it now reconciles you to the near Views o 
J)eath. Your Words will carry with them < 
peculiar Weight at such a Season : There wil 
be a Kind of Eloquence, even in the Infmnitic 
with which you are struggHn<;(, while you giv 
them Utterance; and you will be heard will 
Attention, with Tenderness, with Credit. Au< 
therefore, when the Time of t^out "DeTpuxluT^: 

' Rom. Y. 3, 4, &• 
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Umers win mum, tt, cni« 

the Steps which lead to so happy a 
them, what you feel of the Famfy < 
and they may learn to regard it les 
what you feel of the Substantial S 
Gospel; and they may /earn to v 
Por they cannot but know, that 
down on a Dying Bed too, and ir 
all the Relief y^hich the Gospel t 

them. 

§ 8. And to enforce the Convic 

give a solemn Charge to those t 

you, that they spend their Lives 

of God f and gor€m themselves \ 

pies of real Religion. You mi 

that Jfo^ua, and Davidy and otl 

did so; when they perceived, t 

drew near in which they should t 

know not, how the Admonitioi 

Friend, or (as it may be with res 

^-t' „ j..r«.rr Vnr/mt. mav imvress i 
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Keep the Promises of God in View. 393 

f Approhution in their Countenance, and own, 
lat this is to expire like a Christian, and to 
lake a glorious improvement of Mortality. 

§ 9. And in this last Address to your Feilow- 
lortals, whoever they are that Providence 
rings near you, be sure that you tell them, 
ow entirely and how cheerfully your Hopes 
nd Dependence in this Season of the last Lx- 
emity are fixed, not upon your own Merits 
nd Obedience, but on what the great Redeemer 
as done, and has suffered for Sinners. Let 
lem see, that you die as it were at the Foot of 
ke Cross; Nothing will be so comfortable to 
oursel'Oes, nothing so edifying to them. Let 
he Name o/' Jesus therefore be in your Mouth, 
'hile you are able to speak ; and when you can 
jeak no longer, let it be in your Heart, and 
ndeavour that the last Act of your Soul, while 

continues in the Body, may be an Act of 
umble Faith in Christ. Come unto GOD by 
iim; Enter into that which is within the Veil, 
s with the Blood of Sprinkling fresh upon you. 
t is an awful Thing for such a Sinner, (as you, 
ly Christian Friend, with all the Virtues the 
Vorld may have admired, know yourself to be,) 
) stand before that infinitely pure and holy 
3eing, who has seen all your Ways, and all 
our Heart, and has a perfect Knowledge of 
very Mixture of Imperfection which has at- 
snded the best of your Duties; But venture 
t that Way, and you w'lW find it both safe and 
leasant, 

§ 10. Once more. To give you Comfort in 

dying Hour, and to stippurC -your ^ithU Ste.^*. 
bile you are travelling vYvtow^ >X\V3. ^"axV -^^jx^ 
linful Way, take the Word oj* Ooi> o.t» 
Hf in your Hand. IaV Bw)k*> ^Si^ 
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own Soul. It is with this View, 
cany the good Office I am dow ei 
Jar as possible f 1 shall here ^iveyou 
of a few such admirable Scriptures, ( 
infinitely more valuable than Thoust 
and Silver,* And to convince yoi 
gree in which I esteem them, I hi 
Freedom to add, that I desire, t 
God give an Opportunity^) be rem 
as I lie on my dying Bed, with shi 
between them : that I may pause u^ 
renew something of that delightful 
I bless God, I have often found in 
your Soul and mine be then compos^ 
SUence^ (whatever be the Comm( 
mal Nature,) while the Voice ofG 
us, in Language which He sptSie tc 
ofoldi or in which He instructed ti 
should speak to Him, in Circums 
frreMtest Extremity! 



'eclion oftuitable Promiiei. 395 

rhe Lord ii n^ Light, and my Saha' 
■m $/iall J fear? The Lord i* the 
yfmy Life, ofwhoni ahall I be afraidV 
1 is our Goojbr fver and eter: He 
ir Guide even ubIo Dealk." There- 
'h I walk through the Vality of the 
f Death, I «:iajear no Evil; for 

with me. Thy Rod and Thy Staff, 
ort iBC* I have urailedfor Thy Sat- 
k Lord." Oh continue Thy Loving- 
untn them that knoia Thee, and Thy 
tneit to the upright in Heart.' For 
■e i) the Fountain of L^e; in Thy 
a we see Light." Thou wilt thew me 
of Life; in Thy Prcsmce is Fulness 

Thy Right Hand there are Pleasures 
ore." Asfor me I thaU behold Thy 
Righteousneti; I shall be talUlied, 
aiiake, niith Thy Likenea," For I 
■shorn I ham believtd, and am pertuad- 
e is able to keep what I have conaait- 

1 until that i)^. " Therefore my 
glad, and my Glory reioicelh; my 
ithallrest inflope." For ifwebe- 



glad, and my Glory rejoidlh; my 
' '/ r«t in flqpe." For ifu>e be- 
lt died, and rose again, those alio 
inJetuswU GoD bring with IGm." 
my Sheep Eternal Lifi, (said Jesus, 
ihepherd,) and they shall never perish, 
all any pluck them out of my Hand." 
t WiUqfHim that sent me, that every 



" PSB. IIXTi. 9,10 



Jfatner « xxx,^..^ 

not so I would have told ifou : i ^u •» ^ 
a Place for you ; And if I go and pn 
Place for you, I will come again, and 
you to inyself\ that where I am, there 
be alio}^ Oo, tell my Brethren, I usee 
my Father, and your Father, and to mi, 
and your GOD,^ Father, I will the 
whom Thou hast given me, he with me i 
am, that they may behold my Glory whit 
hast given me ; that the hove wherewi 
hast loved me, may be in them^ and I it 
— He that testifieth these Things saitf 
I come quickly, Amen: Even so cot 
Jesus !^ Oh Death, where is thy St 
Grave, where is thy Victory? Thai 
God, who giveth us the Victory thi 
Lord Jesus Christ,^ 

§ 12. Thus may that GoD, who 
Souls of his Children in all their Ad 
n«d in whose Sight the Death of hi 

' ""rinnrt VOU ! 



A Prayer for a dying Ckritlian. 397 

lo utter Wortk, or to uadtntimd them if lliey 
were to be read lo ut! Let us at least reclew 
Ihetn with all proper Affeciiont now, and lay up 
Me Prayer more for that awful Momeitt ! Ori 
that thit, and all we have ever offered with Re- 
gard to it, may theo come in Remembrmice be- 
fore God .'" 

A Meditation and Pbateb, tuited to the 
Case of a dying Ckhistian. 
' /~\HThoii«uprenieRufcrof the VUibleand 
< \J Invisible Worlds ! Thou Sovereign of 
' hife, and o{ Death; ot Earth, and of Hea- 
'ven.' Blessed be ThyName, I haveo^Jen been 
' taught to teek Thee. And non onct wore do 
' 1 pour my Soul, my deputing Soul unto Thee, 
' Bov> dovm Thy gracious Ea; Oh GOD, and 
' let my Cry come before Thee with Acceptance I 
* Hie Hour it come, nhm Tbou will tepa- 
'rolemefrom Ihit World, with which I have 
■been so long and so familiarly acquainted, 
'and lead me to another, as yet unknown. 
' Enable me, I beseech Thee, to make the Es- 
' change, as becumes a Child of Abraham, who 
'being called of Thee to receive an Inheritance, 
' obeyed, and tcraf out, though he knew not par- 
' ticutarly vihither he tceat;" as becomes a 
' Ch'ldtfGOD, who knows, that, through Sov- 
' ereiKQ Grace, il it hit Father't good Pleasure 
' to give him the Kingdom ! ** 

' I acknowledge, Oh Lord, ike Justice of 
'that Sentence by which I am expiring; and 
'own Thy Wisdom and Goodness, in appoinl- 
'ing my Journey through this gloomy Vale 

" ^otii.4,31, « ft*..i:^.'*.- 

" Luka jdi, 32. 
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^Gracious Father, I would r 

* Earth of Thine, and thi$ Horn 
' which I have sojourned during m 

* on the Face of it, without my 

* knowicdgments ioTihee,Jbr all t. 
^ Goodness which Thou hast caus 
*Jbre me here,^ With my dying . 

* Witness to Thy faithful Care. ] 

* no good Thing.^ I thank Thee, 
' that this guilty^ forfeited, unp 
'was to long spared; That it h 
' maintained by such a Rich Vf 

* Bounty. I thank Thee, that 111 
' this Beginning of my Existence 

* me, I thank Thee, for the Mercl 

* and NightSy of my Months and 
' are now come to their Period : 

* for the Mercies of my Infancy ^ ai 
*my riper Age; for all the agri 

* which Thou hast eiven me in thi 



tuiled to a dying Christian . 399 

'tertainmenU with nhich my Table has been 
'JumuAed by Tbee. Nor shall I bave Heason 
' to repine, or to griax at guilling them : For, 
' Oh my God, are Thy Bounliet eihomted? I 

iw, that they are not. 1 will not wrong 

yGoodnet ' "" — ■"■ ■ 
*ai to imagine 

' Earth, I am gmnetrom ttappintu. 1 More 
' Thy Mercy, thai lliou hast taughl me to en- 
'lerlain nobler Viava throui^h Jesus Thy Son. 

• I bless Thee with all the Powers of my Na- 

* ture, ihat I ever heard of Hit Nome, atid heard 
•o/Hit Death: And would fein exerl a m«n 

* vigorma Act a( thaakful Adoration, Ihan ir 
' this broken Stale 1 am capable of, while I am 

• extolling Thee, for the Riches of Thy Gran 
' manfated in Him ; for Hit Italmclmns anc 
< Him Esaaple, for Hit Blood and His Righte- 
' ou$nes$, and for thai BUuai Spirit if Thini 
' which Thou haat given me, to lum tny siifu. 
' Heart unto Thysrif, and to bnng me iulo Ih, 
' Bondt of Thy Covenant ; of that Covenant 
' nhich is ordrred in all Thing! and ture,^an<: 
' which thit Death, though now separdtlng mj 
'Soul from my Body, shall never be able f< 
'distolve. 

•I blessThee,Oh Lord, Ihat J am notiyini 
'in anunrvjfenerofe and impenitent Stale ; bu 
'that Thou didst graciously atoaken and con 
' tiinre me; that Thou didst renew and sancljfj 
' my Heart, and didst by Thy good Spirit wori 
' in it an unfeigned Foilh, a real Repentanet 
' and the Bwmning of a Divine Life, I Ihanl 
'Thee, for Minitters and Ordinance): 1 tlianl 
'Thee, for my Sabbutla ixA toij SatTuifti' 



* Matea wora, ana lor luuse cjn,ccw 

* preciauM Promises of it, which n 

* Cordial toarm at my Heart in t 
'Hour; Promises of Support in Di 
' Glory beyond it, and of the Res 

* my Body to Everiasting Life. C 
' I tirmly believe them aU, great an< 
^as they are, and am waiting for 

* plishment of them, through Jesus 
^ whom they are all Yea and Amen: 
« ber Thy Word unto Thy Servan 

* Thou hast caused me to hope!^ I 

* with Thee, riot for Worldly Enjoyi 
'Thy Love taught me comparative! 
' butybr Eternal Life, as the Gift 

* Grace through Jesus Christ my L 
t I'fl ' nowpermit me in His Name to en 

"m ^ ble Ciaim to it / Permit me to oor 
^parting Spirit to Thine Hand; i 
} '^M * redeemed it, Oh Lord GODofTr 



r« 



mited to a dying Chriilian. 401 

*willnieq> HamiliatiorijOaa poor unprofilable 
'linfidLife, in which lYxf e daily b^ desetx- 
•ingta be cast into Hell. But 1 hare fAii one 
■ amjortobtt RrJIection, thit I hiyefed to the 
' Crou <^Chrut ; and 1 now renea tny Appli- 
'catum to it. To think of appearing before 
* God in ttah an imperfeel Kighteoianea as 
' flw own, were 3'en T/ioutand Timet viorte lAan 
' Deat/t. No, Lord ! I come nnto Thee as a 
' Simtrr; but as a Sinner, icho has believed ii. 



< ThoQ liBBt made Him to be unio Thy People 
' for Witdom arid Bighteonsnest, for Sanetifica- 
' tion and Redemption.'' Let me have my Lot 
'among the Folloarers qfJesut! Treat me, as 

< Thou treatt$t Ihote wbo are Hit Friends and 
' Hi* Brethren ! for Thou knowest, my Sun! 
' has loBcd Him, and tnaied Him, and sotemnly 
'venltired ilie^oa the Security of Hit Gotpel. 
' And 1 know in tehom I have believed." The 
' Jnfimal Lion may attempt to dismay me in 
'this awfiil Pagsage; but J rrroiVe, that 1 am 
'to the Hundi of the good Shepha^," and / 
't^ alt imf Spirilual Enetidet, in a cheerful 
' iJependatKe on Hitjhit/ijul Care. I lift up 
'my Eye* and my Heart lo Him, who was dead 
'and is alive again; and behold. He lives for 
' axrtaore, and hath the Keys of Death and af 
' the untrm World." Blessed Jesus, I die i^ 
'_ Thine Hand, aud I /ear no Harm from the 
* Hand of a SaaiouT ! I fear not that Death, 
'which is allotted to me fw the Hand of my 
' dearest Lord, who Himiei^ died tn TiokA \*. 

*• 1 Cot. i. 30. » ^iTO A. \^. 

" Joka z. 11. 28. " ae-».\.'VS>- 



403 A Medila/ion and Prayer 

' fo/f and h/ippi/. I come. Lord, T come, not I 

' oidi/ with a aiUting, but wiih a ji'^ful Con- [ 

' innt. 1 thank Thee, that Thou 'remeutbereH '■ 

'me for Good; that Thou art breaking my '' 
' Chains, and calling me to thtghrinus htberlg 

• of the Children of God." 1 ihatikTiiM, that ' 

■I'hou wilt no longer permit lae lo li»e at a * 

' Distaacc Jrom Thine Armi; but after Hm ' 

■ long Absence, wilt have roe at Home, at Home ' 

•for ever. ' 

'My {eeb\eJittatt(a.\rHa in the Viae of that i 
' Glory, nhicli ia now dawaiag upon me; But 

' Thou knoaiat koie, gracious Lord, to lei it in . 

' upon my Soal by jiui DfgrKea, and lo laakt ' 
' 'i'/ij/ Strength perfect in my Weaknets.'^ Unce 
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'■harch of the Firtl-bom, to the iiaaaaerable 
'onipany ofAngeU, and to the S/iirits ofJMt 
ten made perfect !" And whatever (A,isii«A 
^ tuffer, let my tleady Soid be deligtilfully 
xed on that Gimy to which it is rising ! Let 
'ailh perform ill last Office in an honourable 
[anner! Let myjea remaiaiag Momentt on 
■arth be ipent for Thy Glory: and so let me 
!cend, with Love ia my Heart, and Praise on 
■y bltering Tongue, to the World where 
«T«andPraiieshall becoaiplele.' Be this m^ 
jl Song (»i Earth, which I am going to tune 
I Heaven ; Bleaing,and Uonour,and Glory, 
nd Power be unto Him that silteth on the 
""kione, and to the Laaibjor ever and ever!" 



L 22, 23. 
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